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THE PROGRAMME

Independent Review of Bangladesh’s
Development (IRBD), the flagship programme
of the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), is a
comprehensive assessment of the country’s
economic development agenda, prepared by
a group of Bangladeshi experts. Launched in
1995, it is Bangladesh'’s first civil society
initiative to analyse the trends in the
economy, linking economic policies to
development efforts. IRBD also seeks to
provide voice to marginalised stakeholders.

BIG FOCUS

STATE OF THE BANGLADESH
ECONOMY

State of the Bangladesh Economy report is
a periodic assessment that analyses
country’s macroeconomic performance,
identifies emerging challenges that
policymakers need to address urgently, and
provides recommendations for future
actions.

NATIONAL BUDGET ANALYSIS

Analysis of the National Budget is released
immediately after the national budget is
announced. It evaluates the expenditure
and allocation decisions of the government
to ensure efficient and transparent
utilisation of resources in alignment with
national development priorities.

THEMATIC STUDIES

In-depth studies on important themes are
undertaken each year. These are selected
on the basis of emerging and relevant
issues that can potentially shape
Bangladesh’s economic growth.




THE APPROACH

RESEARCH
Generating new knowledge and providing fresh
perspectives on the country’s development problems that
demand scrutiny
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DIALOGUE
Providing a platform for constructive discussion and
informed exchange of views on developmental issues

OUTREACH
Reaching out to audiences at local, national and global levels
through publications, print, electronic and digital media
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POLICY INFLUENCING
Contributing to policy-making through expert consultations,
preparing policy briefs, and by providing inputs as members
of the government advisory committees
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BROAD THEMES
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MACROECONOMIC PERFORMANCE
Monitoring trends of economic indicators for
informed policy-making
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INCLUSIVE GROWTH
Promoting equitable opportunities to achieve
broad-based growth
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GOVERNANCE AND INSTITUTIONS
Strengthening institutional governance for
ensuring distributive justice
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GREEN ECONOMY
Fostering sustainable economic development
through reduced environmental risks
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Began live streaming
of the IRBD events
on CPD website and
YouTube

Aired first live TV
Talk Show on
national budget;
and initiated Special
Lecture Series for
university students
on macroeconomic
policy analysis

Released to the media
for the first time, a set
of recommendations
prior to the national
budget

Published State of
the Bangladesh
Economy and Budget
Analysis separately

Introduced Advanced
Lecture Series on
Bangladesh economy

Organised first
dialogue on the
proposed national
budget

RBD milestones over two decades

Continue to foster
effective
engagements to
attain Bangladesh’s
middle-income
status by 2021

Undertook a number of
thematic studies on
specific issues such as
subsidy, banking sector
reform, etc.

Published Third
Interim Report of
IRBD for the first
time; and organised
budget dialogue at
district level

First live telecast of
national budget
analysis on a
national TV

Began releasing
immediate reaction
to the proposed
national budget

Published first IRBD
volume titled,
Experiences with
Economic Reform:
A Review of
Bangladesh’s
Development 1995
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P U B L I CATI O N S Bangladesh Economy

in FY2016-17

Interim Review of
Macroeconomic Performance

Prepared under CPD's programme on
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Options for Self-reliant Resurgence

CPD's Rapid Assessment of Fload 2004

State of the

BANGLADESH ECONOMY

in FY2012-13 and Outlook for FY2013-14
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