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South Asia Economic Summit
begins on Saturday

*Business Desk

The oth South Asia Economic
Summit (SAES IX) is set to begin here
on Saturday with a focus on cross-cut-
ting and thematic issues over regional
cooperation, connectivity and trade in
South Asia.

With the theme of 'Reimaging South
Asia in 2030/, the two-day summit will
be held at Le Meridien hotel. Over 100
speakers from the South Asia will
address its four*plenary and nine par-
allel sessions, reports UNB.

Centre for Policy Development
(CPD) in collaboration with four other
regional think tanks -- Research and
Information System for Developing
Countries (RIS), India, South Asia
Watch on Trade, Economics and
Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal,
Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI), Pakistan and the Institute &f
Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS) -- is
organizing the summit.

President Abdul Hamid will inaugurate
the summit, while Speaker Dr Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury address its conclud-
ing session, said CPD Executive Director
Prof Dr Mustafizur Rahman at a press
briefing at Brac Center Inn on Thursday.

The summit will also highlight poten-
tials of regional and sub-regional forums
particularly the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (Saarc) in
achieving sustainable development goals
the sustainable development agenda
2030 by the South Asian countries, he
said. He said it will be a congregation of

.@

__4

experts and the policymakers as minis-
ters, parliamentarians, business leaders,

--academicians, ‘government: -officials and

medi4 Péople from the region will join the
summit. '

The CPD executive director said 18
speakers from India, 10 from Nepal, four
from Afghanistan, 11 from Sri Lanka, 2
from the Maldives, eight from Pakistan
and 10 other experts on South Asia region
will join the summit,

He said the summit may contribute
towards strengthening official process of
Saarc as South Asia needs stronger
regional cooperation amid many common
challenges to achieve sustainabledevelop-
ment goals (SDGs) by 2030.

Prof Mustafizur said the CPD will send
the summit outcomes to Saarc policymak-
ers and the Saarc Secretariat.



dailyobserver

South Asia Econemic
Summit in Dhaka
on Oct 15,16

Staff Correspondent

Two-day-long ninth edition of South Asia Economic
Summit (SAES IX) is going to be kicked off at Dhaka from
Saturday next at the hotel Le Meridian with an objective
to identify and challenges for attaining sustainable devel-
opment goals (SDGs) by 2030.

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) will jointly organise
the event under topic of "Reimagining South
Asia in 2030" with other premier South Asian think -
tanks.

In a pre-event press briefing at Brac Center Inn in the
capital on Thursday, organisers said the two-day- long
summit (15 to 16 October) will discuss on a set of cross-
cutting issues in the areas of trades, business, invest-
ment, climate change and politics tp raise the volume of
intra-regional trade in the highly potential but untapped
sub-continent. '

CPD Executive Director Professor Mustafizur Rahman
said recent government-level developments in the region
have hurt progress of the SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation), leaving immense
potentials in that area untapped.

"It doesn't mean that the importance of the forum
come to an end. We think here is the opportunity for
Track-2 initiative beyond the government process to con-
tribute. That's why the upcoming summit is very impor-
tant,” he said.

When asked whether SAARC will be neutralized
through giving more focus on other forums, he said it is
the world of variable geometrics where regional, sub-
regional and cross regional cooperation are equally
important.

CPD Research Director and convener of the summit
preparatory committee Dr Fahmida Khatun said South
Asia has been the second fastest developing region after
East Asia and the area's economic growth is forecast to
gradually accelerate from 7.1 per cent in 2016 to 7.3 per
cent in 2017.

She said South Asia generated about 8.7 per cent of the
global GDP (gross domestic product) in terms of pur-
chasing power parity (PPP) in 2015 while one-fifth of the
world population resides here.

"Intra- regional trade within the South Asia is only 5.0
per cent, which is not up to the mark. Political leaders in
the area need to focus on that leaving all kinds of conflicts
behind," she added.

Responding to a query, Dr Khondaker Golam
Moazzem, CPD Additional Research Director, said
importance of SAARC will not be finished by engaging in
another regional forum like BBIN‘(Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India and Nepal). "One platform can facilitate another

one. So, it should not be considered as alternative,” he
P . |
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S Asia Economic Summit
begins today

The 9th South Asia Econom-
ic Summit (SAES IX) begins
today in the capital Dhaka to
give a further boost to the
ongoing efforts for strength-
ening regional cooperation,
connectivity and trade
among South Asian coun-
tries, reports BSS.
President Abdul Hamid
will inaugurate the summit

at Hotel Le Meridian at 2:30
pm when International Af-
fairs Adviser to Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina Dr
Gowher Rizvi will be the
special guest.

Speaker Dr  Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury will
address the concluding ses-
sion of the two-day summit
on Synday.
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Boosting Regional Trade

SA e¢onomic summit kicks
off in Dhaka tomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ninth South-Asia Economic Summit
(SAES IX) begins in Dhaka on Saturday.

The two-day event will focus on cross-
cutting issues of regional cooperation,
connectivity and trade in South Asia, ac-
cording to organisers. _

Over 100 speakers from South Asian
countries will speak at four plenary and
nine parallel sessions of the summit to be
held under the theme ‘Reimaging South
Asia in 2030.’

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) is or-
ganising the event at city’s Le Meridien
hotel in cotlaboration with four other re-
gional think-tanks — Research and Infor-
mation System for Developing Countries
(RIS) of India, South Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics and Environment (SAWTEE)
of Nepal, Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) of Pakistan and Institute
of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS).

President Abdul Hamid will inaugu-
rategjte summit while Parliament Speak-
er Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury will
speak at the concluding session, CPD Ex-
ecutive Director Prof Dr Mustafizur Rah-
man said at a press briefing at Brac Cen-

tre Inn on Thursday.

The summit will highlight potentials of
regional and sub-regional forums, particu-
larly the South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (Saarc), in achieving
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment by the South Asian countries, he
added.

The CPD executive director sald the
summit will be a gathering of experts and
poli ers as ministers, parliamentari-
ans, business leaders, academicians, gov-
ernment officials and media representa-
tives from the region will join it. !

According to him, 18 speakers from In-
dia, 10 from Nepal, four from Afghanistdn,
11 from Sri Lanka, 2 from the Maldives,
eight from Pakistan and 10 other experts
on South Asia region will took part in the
summit.

Prof Mustafizur said the summit may
contribute to strengthening the Saarc sec-
retariat as South Asia needs stronger re-
gional cooperation amid various common
challenges to achieve SDGs by 2030.

He said CPD will send the summit out-
comes to SAARC policymakers and the

SAARC Secretar:at -

Prof Mustafizur Rahman, Executive Director of Centre for Policy Dia!oghe (CPD), speaks
at a press briefing at Brac Centre Inn on Thursday.
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SAES begins on Saturday in Dhaka focusing
on cross-cutting issues

'Tribune Business Desk

A two-day 9th South Asia Economic
Summit (SAES) will begin from Sat-
urday in Dhaka with a focus on a set
of cross-cutting issues.

The local think tank Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) with other
premier South Asian think tanks is
hosting the event under the theme
‘Reimagining South Asia in 2030°.

Over 60 participants, including
ministers, high-level policymak-
ers, leading experts and academ-
ics, trade and industry leaders,
representatives of civil society and
at grass roots level, and develop-
ment partners, from the region and
beyond will take part in the event.

The summit will discuss a set of
cross-cutting issues in the areas of
trades, business, investment, cli-
mate change and politics to raise
the volume of intra-regional trade
in the highly potential but un-
tapped sub-continent, according

to organisers.

The objective of SAES is to
identify and address challenges
for attaining sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDGs) by 2030.

CPD Executive Director Pro-
fessor Mustafizur Rahman talked
about the event in details in the
city yesterday.

He said the recent govern-
ment-level developments in the
region have hurt progress of the
SAARC (South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation), leaving
immense potentials in that area
untapped.

“It does not mean that the
importance of the forum comes
to an end. We think here is the
opportunity for Track-2 initiative
beyond the government process
to contribute. That is why
the upcoming summit is very
important,” he said.

Asked whether SAARC will be
neutralised through giving more

focus on other forums, he said it
is the world of variable geomet-
rics where regional, sub-regional
and cross regional cooperation are
equally important.

CPD Research Director and
convener of the summit pre-
paratory committee Dr Fahmida
Khatun said South Asia has been
the second fastest developing re-
gion after East Asia and the area’s

economic growth is forecasted to
gradually accelerate from 7.1% in
2016 to 7.3% in 2017.
Responding to a query, Dr
Khondaker Golam Moazzem, CPD
« additional research director, said
the importance of SAARC will not
come to an end if it engages in
another regional forum like BBIN
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and
Nepal) ¢ '
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the eve of the ninth South Asia Economic Summit in the city Thursday

Ninth South Asia Economic Summit starts tomorrow

The ninth edition of South Asia
Economic Summit (SAES) will be
held in Dhaka on October 15-16 with
an objective to identify and address
challenges for attaining sustainable
development goals (SDGs) by 2030.

Organisers said the two-day summit
will discuss a set of cross-cutting
issues in the areas of trade, business,
investment, climate change and poli-
tics to raise the volume of intraregion-
al trade in the highly potential but
untapped subcontinent. The theme of
the summit is "Reimagining South
Asia in 2030".

The Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) will host the event in associa-
tion with Institute of Policy Studies
(IPS) of Sri Lanka, India-based
Research and Information System of
Development Studies (RIS),
Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) in Pakistan and South
Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and
Environment (SAWTEE).

In a pre-event press briefing at Brac
Center Inn in the capital on Thursday,
CPD Executive Director Prof

Mustafizur Rahman said recent gov-
ernment-level developments in the
region have hurt progress of SAARC
(South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation), leaving immense poten-
tials in the area untapped.

"It doesn't mean that the importance
of the forum comes to an end. We
think here is the opportunity for
Track-2 initiative beyond the govern-
ment process to contribute. That's why
the upcoming summit is very impor-
tant."

He also said the region has a lot of
potentials and the South Asian coun-
tries need to enhance their regional co-
operation on connectivity, trade and
investment for achieving inclusive
economic development.

"If we do so, we can attain targets of
SDGs thus convert the area into a
region free from poverty and inequali-
ty," he added.

When asked whether SAARC will
be neutralised with more focus on
other forums, he said it is the world of
variable, geometrics where regional,
sub-regional and cross-regional co-
operation is equally important.

CPD Research Director and con-

Executive director of Centre for Policy Dialogue Professor Mustafizur Rahman speaking at a press conference on

— Focus Bangla Photo

vener of the summit preparatory com-
mittee Dr Fahmida Khatun said South
Asia has been the second fastest
developing region after East Asia and
the area's economic growth is forecast
to gradually accelerate from 7.1 per
cent in 2016 to 7.3 per cent in 2017.

She said South Asia generated
about 8.7 per cent of the global GDP
(gross domestic product) in terms of
purchasing power parity (PPP) in
2015 while one-fifth of the world pop-
ulation reside there.

"Intraregional trade within the
South Asia is only 5.0 per cent which
is not up to the mark. Political leaders
in the area need to focus on leaving all
kinds of conflicts behind," she added.

Responding to a query, Dr
Khondaker Golam Moazzem, CPD
Additional Research Director, said
importance of SAARC will not be
diminished by engaging in another
regional forum like BBIN
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and
Nepal).

"One platform can facilitate anoth-
er. So, it should not be considered an
alternative," he said.

Jubairfel 980@gmail.com



Date: 14-10-2016

theindependent

Page 09, Col2-4

Sze: 15 ColfInc

South Asia Economic.S ummu

begins in Dhaka tomorrow

STAFF REPORTER

The 9th South Asia
Economic Summit (SAES IX)
is set to begin in the capital
on Saturday (Tomorrow)
with a focus on cross-cutting
and. thematic issues over
regional cooperation,
connectivity and trade in
South Asia.

With the theme of
‘Reimaging South Asia in
2030, the two-day summit
will be held at Le Meridien
hotel. Over 100 speakers
from the South Asia will
address its four plenary and
nine parallel sessions.

Centre  for  Policy
Development (CPD) in
collaboration with four other
regional think tanks—
Research and Information
System for Developing
Countries (RIS), India, South
Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics and
Environment (SAWTEE),

Nepal, Sustainable
Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), Pakistan
and the Institute of Policy
Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS) --
is organising the summit.
President Abdul Hamid
will inaugurate the summit,
while Speaker Dr Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury will
address its concluding
session, said CPD Executive
Director Prof Dr Mustafizur
Rahman at a press briefing

at Brac Center Inn
yesterday.
The summit will also high-

light potentials of regional
and sub-regional forums
particularly the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (Saarc) in
achieving sustainable devel-
opment goals the sustain-
able development agenda
2030 by the South Asian
countries, he said.

He said it will be a congre-
gation of experts and the

e

policymakers as ministers),
parliamentarians, busines‘ﬁ
leaders, academicians,
government officials and
media people from thl_e
region will join the summit.

The CPD executive dire:t-
tor said 18 speakers fram
India, 10 from Nepal, four
from Afghanistan, 11 from
Sri Lanka, 2 from the
Maldives, eight from
Pakistan and 10 other
experts on South Asia region
will join the summit.

He said the summit may
contribute towards strength-
ening official process of
Saarc as South Asia needs
stronger regional coopera-
tion amid many common
challenges ' to achieve
sustainable development
goals (SDGs) by 2030.

Prof Mustafizur said the

CPD will send the summit

outcomes to Saarc policy-
makers and the Saarc
Secretariat. |
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South Asian economic summit starts tomorrow
CPD says SAARC still has zmportance

Staff Correspondent

THE Centre for Policy Dia-
logue on Thursday said that

necessity of South Asian

Association for Regional Co-
operation (SAARC) had not
diminished, but will prevail,
despite the strains in rela-
tions among different mem-
ber countries on various is-
sues and some sub-regional
initiatives.

Importance of SAARC
will prevail considering its
regional integration, geo-
graphical proximity and so-
cial and cultural closeness
among people, the inde-
pendent think-tank said.

At a press conference on
the upcoming ninth South
Asia Economic Summit
(SAES IX), the CPD said that
Bangladesh would have to

Centre for Policy Dialogue executive director Mustafizur Rahman, research director Fahmida Khatun
and additional research director Khondaker Golam Moazzem are present at a press briefing on the

upcoming ninth South Asia Economic Summit (SAES IX) in Dhaka on Thursday.

reap the benefits of SAARC

The two-day summit

- New Age photo

Hotel Le Meridien on Octo-

and other sub-regional and titled ‘Reimagining South ber 15-16 in Dhaka.

cross-regional opportunities.

Asia in 2030" will be held at

Five South Asian leading

South Asian

Continued from B1

He said that SAARC
member countries would
have to ensure connectivity
in four areas—trade, trans-
port, people and invest-
ment—to reach the target of
formation of SA Economic
Union adopted in 2000 by
the leaders of the associa-
tion.

SAARC has much poten-
tials to achieve the sustain-
able development goals by
2030 through deepening the
mutual cooperation despite.

the association has many
‘challenges, Mustfiz said.

Rangladesh will have to
utilise the opportunity, he
said, adding that China and
[ndia are also two major
prospects for the country.

Regarding the SAES IX,
he said that the conference
was important to strength-
en the relationship in the
current context when the
SAARC Summit has been
postponed which was sup-
posed to be held in Pakistan
in November.

‘We hope the crisis will be
resolved,” he said.

The annual SAES sum-
mit which was being held

since 2008 will hopefully
play a role in improving re-
lationships among the coun-
tries as policy makers, ex-
perts and trade leaders from
the member countries will
discuss on issues and chal-
lenges, he added.

Though SAARC region
generates 8.7 per cent of
global gross domestic prod-
uct, the rate of intra-region
trade is very low at 5 per
cent, he added.

CPD research director
Fahmida Khatun said that
necessity of SAARC which
is the second fastest devel-

‘oping regions after East Asia

still needed to remove the
political conflict and mis-
trust among the countries as
people of the region are well
connected in the social, cul-
tural and trade areas.

CPD additional research
director Khondaker Golam
Moazzem said that BBIN
was never the alternative
of SAARC as the BBIN Mo-
tor Vehicle Agreement was
derived from the idea of
SAARC MVA.

Importance of SAARC is
above .all the initiatives, he
said.

think tanks are jointly or-
ganising the summit hosted
by the CPD where over 60
participants including min-
isters, parliament members,
economists, experts, aca-
demics and business leaders
will attend.

The other coorgamsers of
the summit include Institute
of Policy Studies of Sri Lan-
ka, Research and Informa-
tion System for Developing
Countries, India, Sustain-
able Development Policy In-
stitute, Pakistan and South
Asia Watch on Trade, Eco-
nomics and Fnvironment,
Nepal.

“The SAARC which rep-
resents one-fourth of the
world population will re-
main and it should not be
wise to consider the impor-

tance of the association in
-

the current context,’ CPD ex-
ecutive director Mustafizur
Rahman said.

Strains in relations ex-
ist in all such regional ini-
tiatives as could be seen
in European Union where
Britain left the union after
60 years of its formation, he
said. _

There will be sub-regional
initiatives like Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal
Motor Vehicle Agreement
and cross-regional initia-
tives like the Bay of Berigal
[nitiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation .  (BIMSTEC)
for achieving the goals of
SAARC, he added.

The initiatives are not
contradictory ~ with  the
SAARG, he said. i

Continued on B2 Col. 1
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Executive Director of Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD) Dr Mostafizur Rahman, among
others, at a press conference on 'Re-imagining South Asia in 2030' organised by CPD at
BRAC Center in the city on Thursday. ) m NN photo
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SAARC still has Saarc still has importance: CPD

importance: CPD

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), a civil society think
thank, on Thursday said the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc) still has its importarice even
though there political tensions in the region, reports
UNB.

which is still essential for the development of South Asia.”
CPD Executive Director Prof Mustafizur Rahman told a
press briefing at Brac Centre Inn here on the 9th South
Asia Economic Summit (SAES 1X).

"We hope the political tensions (between India and
Pakistan) will reduce.” he said adding that the suspension
of the 19th Saarc Summit has affected its activities, plans
and philosophy to some extent.

Saarc is still needed to address the problems of South
Asian people, economic challenges, water problems and
electricity crisis, and share experiences and use cornmon
resources by the countries in the South Asia, he said.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman said the regional cooperation
can continue even amid political tensions.

P Page 15 col. 5

From Page 1 col. 6

Noling that Saarc is a big
scope for Bangladesh. he
said. "In the variable
geomeltric world. all tools
matter for us. So, we need
Lotap the potentials of Saarc
alongside that of other

o

ragiona. and sub-regional
% = _

"Saarc was formed with a goal of regional cooperation, | !!-PD Aggitlona] Director

(Research) Dr Khondaker
Golam Moazzem said the
importance of Saarc is the
hughest among regionai and
sub-regional forums in
South Asia.

"We never think that the
importance or necessity of
Saarc has reduced in the
present conlext. Though we
haven't achieved enough for
various reasons. we must
consider the successes so
far we have gained through

coumiries,  which
working on particular

Saarc...we must consider
its progress.” he said.

He said there is nothing
new in the postponement of
any Saarc summit as it

happenedinthe pastaswell.”

Dr Moazzem said there
are many separate centres
of Saarc in its member

i which are
issues. "The importance of
Saarc is still there.”

He said the Bangladesh.
Bhutan. India. Nepal (BBIN)
Initiative will not hamper
the progress of Saarc as it
can work within the
framework of Saarc. Since
the BBIN is a sub-regional
forum. itwillfacilitate Saarc.

Noting that the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation

(Bimstec) is a unique
initiative with some South
Asian and Asean countries,
he said. "It's not alternative -
to Saarc either. Every forum
has its own importance for
its own character.”

On September 28. the
19th Saarc.Sununit. slated,

e f T
Islamabad. was postponed
after Afghanistan,
Bangladesh. Bhutan and
India announced inability
to take part in it

The announcement came
amid tensions between
India and Pakistan after
militants suspected to have
entered ,from Pakistan
stormed an Indian Army
base in Uri on September
18, killing 18 soldiers.
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gth South Asia Economic
Summit in ‘city Oct 15-
16The oth South Asia
Economic Summit (SAES
IX) will be held here on
October 15-16 with the
overarching theme
“Reimagining South Asia
in 2030.” Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) is hosting
the two-day event jointly
»More on Page 7, Col 4
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9th SA

(From Page 8) with other premier South Asian think
tanks. The SAES IX is taking place in Dhaka in continua-
tion of the preceding eight SAES events hosted by rota-
tion by its co-organisers. The objective of SAES is to
advance the cause of regional integration in South Asia
through discussions and reflections by stakeholders on
key issues of interest and concern to countries and peo-
ple of the region, organisers said. Within the overarching
broad theme, the Ninth- Summit will focus on a set of
cross-cutting issues and a cluster of thematic issues that
would deliberate on envisioning the South Asia in 2030.
Over 60 participants, including ministers, high-level pol-
icymakers, leading experts and academics, trade and
industry leaders, representatives of civil society and
grassroots groups, and development partners, from the
region and beyond will take part in the event.



THE DRILY

PEOPLE’S TIME

Date:14-10-2016

Page: 03, Col 1-3

we helieve i people’s reality
Size: 13.5 CoFinc
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| SAES events hosted by
rotation by its co-organis-
ers. The objective of SAES

ecoﬂ""&

ers said.
Within the overarching

| is to advance the cause of
regional integration in
South Asia through dis-
[ cussions and reflections
by stakeholders on key
issues of interest and con-
cern to countries and peo-
ple of the region, organis-
broad theme, the Ninth

B Busmess Desk

The 9th South Asia Economic Summit
(SAES IX) will be held here on October
15-16 with the overarching theme
"Reimagining South Asia in 2030."
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) is
hosting the two-day event jointly with
other premier South Asian think tanks.

The SAES IX is taking place in Dhaka

in continuation of the preceding eight

Summit will focus on a set
of cross-cutting issues and a cluster of
thematic issues that would deliberate
on envisioning the South Asia in 2030.
Over 60 participants, including minis-
ters, high-level policymakers, leading
experts and academics, trade and
industry leaders, representatives of civil
society and grassroots groups, and
development partners, from the region
and beyond will take part in the event.
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South Asia
Economic Summit
begins today

@ Business Desk

The 9th South Asia’Beoriomic Surmit (SAESH9-begins
today in the capital Dhaka to give a further boost to the
ongoing efforts for strengthening regional cooperation,
connectivity and
trade among South
Asian countries.
President ~ Abdul
Hamid will inaugurate
the summit at Hotel
Le Meridian at 2:30
pm ' when
International Affairs
Adviser to Prime
Minister ~ Sheikh
Hasina Dr Gowher
Rizvi will be the spe-
cial guest. Speaker Dr
Shirin Sharmin
Chaudhury will address the concluding session of the
two-day summit on Sunday. Over 100 speakers

from the South Asia region will participate in the four
plenary and nine parallel sessions of the summit aim
ing at 'Reimaging South Asia in 2030. Centre for Policy
Development (CPD) in collaboration with four other
regional think tanks - Research and Information System
for Developing Countries (RIS), India, South'Asia Watch
on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE),
Nepal, Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI), Pakistan and the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri
Lanka (IPS) - is hosting the summit.
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