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Tk 6,560 minimum entry-level RMG wage: CPD
Workers’ demand justified, says dialogue speakers

A CPD study recommended fixing the minimum 
wage for an entry-level (grade 7) apparel worker 
at Tk 6,560 initially in the first year.

The proposed initial wage in year one is 
equivalent to 80 per cent of Tk 8,200 – the figure 
which the CPD study came up with as an accept-
able minimum wage for an RMG worker. The 
study proposed to gradually raise the initial pay to 
this amount in the second year.

The recommendations were discussed at a 
dialogue on “Review of the Minimum Wage for the 
RMG Sector: Analysis and Proposals” at CIRDAP 
auditorium on Tuesday, 24 September 2013. 

Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Additional 
Research Director, CPD conducted the study 
titled “Revision of the Minimum Wage in the RMG 
Sector in 2013: Proposals as regards Definition, 
Method of Determination and the Levels.”

The proposed estimate was based on the 
pattern of workers’ current expenditure, 
explained Dr Moazzem, adding that the study 
also found Tk 6,445 as the minimum wage that a 
worker should get to stay just above the poverty 
line. However, considering an aspirational model 
diet which would include nutritious food and other 
essential non-food items, the minimum wage 
should be Tk 17,800, he said.

The dialogue was held at a time when the 
RMG sector was witnessing labour unrest over 
fixing the worker’s minimum wage at Tk 8,114. In 
this regard, Chief Guest of the event, Mr Md 
Israfil Alam, MP, Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Standing Commitee on Ministry of Labour and 
Employment, urged the wage board to take 
suitable and quick decisions on a wage structure 
that at least ensures a decent living condition for 
the workers. Mr Alam also advocated for trade 
union rights to reduce the labour unrest.

Analysing the RMG sector, Mr MM Akash, a 
Dhaka University Professor of Economics, said 
that the owners can afford to pay over Tk 8,000 

as minimum wage by sharing 25 per cent of their 
profit from the $20 million annual income of the 
industry. Ambassador Nazrul Islam Khan, Secre-
tary General at Bangladesh Institute of Labour 
Studies (BILS), called for sharing the owners’ 
profit to implement the minimum wage to save 
the lives of workers.

Mr Arshad Jamal, Director, BGMEA, an 
owners’ representative at the government-
formed Minimum Wage Board (MWB), however, 
differed with the study findings. He said that the 
owners’ proposal of a 20 per cent increase to 
raise the minimum pay to Tk 3,600, against the 
existing salary of Tk 3,000, was made in view of 
the inflation rate at 19.5 per cent in 2010. The 
owners’ proposal also came in the context of gas 
and power shortage, political instability and a 
double-digit borrowing cost amid rising competi-
tiveness in the international market that the RMG 
sector had been facing, he added.

A number of labour leaders including Mr 
Sirajul Islam Rony, President of Bangladesh 
Jatiyo Garments Sramik Kormochari League, 
also workers’ representative at the wage board, 
Ms Jahanara Begum, President of Bangladesh 
Garments Sromik Federation and Mr Babul 
Akhter, President of Bangladesh Garment and 
Industrial Workers Federation, expressed 
discontent regarding the owners’ proposal.

The dialogue was attended by trade union 
leaders and activists, members from the civil 
society, development partners and NGOs includ-
ing Ms Syeda Ashifa Ashrafi Papia, MP; Ms Apu 
Ukil, MP; Dr Wajedul Islam Khan, General Secre-
tary of Bangladesh Trade Union Kendra; Dr 
Mostafa Abid Khan, Director, Programme 
Research and Policy Advocacy at Bangladesh 
Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI); Mr Zillul Hye Razi, 
Trade Advisor at European Union Delegation to 
Bangladesh and Mr M Anis Ud Dowla, Former 
President, MCCI.
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A CPD study to ascertain minimum RMG Wage by deploying three models was presented during the dialogue

A key theme within CPD’s 
wide ranging research 

portfolios is its trade related work, 
which covers issues of domestic, 

regional and global importance for 
Bangladesh. Understandably, in view of its 

critical importance from the perspectives of 
employment generation, contribution to GDP, gender 
empowerment and social development, the RMG 
sector has occupied a key place in CPD’s research 
and dialogue activities. CPD has been taking 
heightened interest in labour rights, work place 
safety and security, compliance assurance, minimum 
wage – to name a few issues concerning the sector.

Readers will recall that following the devastating 
fire at Tazreen Fashion in January 2013, a CPD 
dialogue brought together relevant stakeholders to 
discuss a number of issues including fire and 
work-place safety at Bangladesh’s RMG 
enterprises, bringing the culprits to justice, trade 
union rights, minimum wage and workers’ collective 
bargaining rights.

Following the Rana Plaza Tragedy in April 2013 
that took lives of 1,132 RMG workers, CPD 
launched “Post-Rana Plaza Monitoring: A Civil 
Society Initiative”, in partnership with a number of 
civil society organisations. The objective was to 
regularly monitor the status of deliverables 
emanating from the action plans and initiatives 
undertaken by stakeholders including the 
government, entrepreneurs, major buyers and 
development partners and institutions. Thus the 
initiative seeks to keep the issue alive in the public 
domain, bring transparency, social and collective 
accountability as regards the process of 
implementing the deliverables. Under this initiative, 
several events have been held including two 
in-house meetings, a dialogue on the occasion of 
hundred days of the tragedy and an in-house policy 
dialogue to exchange views with major development 
partners to identify ways and means as to how best 
to secure the deliverables.

An eventful July-September quarter witnessed 
another dialogue of critical importance to the RMG 
sector. In view of RMG workers’ growing demand 
for wage hike and the work of the Minimum Wage 
Board, CPD’s recommendation of proposals for 
minimum living wage was shared with the 
government, policymakers, RMG owners and labour 
leaders. The recommendations were well received 
and taken into cognisance by concerned quarters.

CPD plans to continue research and activism in 
future to promote the interests of workers and the 
RMG sector – with a view to realising the potential 
opportunities of this important and promising 
industry of Bangladesh.
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The Asian least developed 
countries (LDCs) performed 
better than their African and 
Island LDC counterparts in 
social and human development 
indicators in the Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG) 
index, revealed a CPD study on 
the LDCs’ success in attaining 
the MDGs.

Bangladesh and Cambodia 
performed best among the 49 
LDCs, according to the study, 
which also underpinned lack of 
good governance, 
accountability, access to 
resources, and falling foreign 
aid as the factors influencing poor performance of other LDC countries.

The observations surfaced at a dialogue on “Delivery of the MDGs in LDCs 
and Reflections on Post-2015 Issues,” held at BRAC Centre Inn Auditorium 
on Saturday, 21 September 2013. The discussion at the dialogue was based 
on a CPD study titled “Attaining the MDGs: How Successful are the LDCs?”. 
Chaired by Professor Rehman Sobhan, the event was co-organised by 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES).

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow, CPD presented the 
study, co-authored by research colleagues Mr Towfiqul Islam Khan, Ms 
Umme Salma and Mr Gazi Joki Uddin, that discussed the economic 
performance of the LDCs since the launch of MDGs, reviewed different 
approaches and methods applied in tracking movements towards achieving 
the MDGs. It recommended the post-MDG framework to emphasise on 
employment generation, poverty reduction, quality education, human rights 
and lessening inequalities between urban and rural population.

A distinguished panellist, Dr M Shamsul Alam, Member, Planning 
Commission highlighted Bangladesh’s achievement in reaching major MDG 
targets. These include lowering poverty gap ratio, attaining gender parity at 
primary and secondary levels of education, and reducing under-five mortality 
rate. He pointed out that the country is, however, still lagging behind in areas 
like hunger-poverty reduction, employment generation, primary school 
completion rate, adult literacy rate, income inequality and creation of decent 
wage employment for women.

Bangladesh should 
consolidate its gains on the 
MDGs to make sure not to lose 
the achievements in healthcare 
and education, said the Chief 
Guest Professor Wahiduddin 
Mahmud, former Advisor to the 
Caretaker Government and 
Member, the UN Committee for 
Development Policy (CDP). He 
underscored latent problems in 
energy security, governance 
issues, access to technology, 
population pressure, degrading 
environment, education 
standard and school completion 
rates. Professor Mahmud was 

particularly concerned about decaying values in the society, resulting in 
corruption and misgovernance.

Another distinguished panellist Ms Rasheda K Choudhury, Executive 
Director, CAMPE and former Advisor to the Caretaker Government, pointed 
out that gender and income inequality remained high despite the 
achievements mentioned in the dialogue. Education became expensive and 
commercialised while a large portion of development fund is being spent for 
non-productive sector and growing military expenditure in South Asia instead 
of human capital development.

Special Guest Md Shahidul Haque, Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
informed that Bangladesh would get opportunities to reflect some of its 
concerns about the post-2015 agenda during the upcoming UN General 
Assembly as Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been invited to speak at the 
UNGA high-level discussions.

Through a remarkable progress Bangladesh has achieved a legitimate 
voice and position in the global debate on the next paradigm, opined Special 
Guest Mr Neal Walker, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative. He, however, recommended setting eyes on the rest of the 
targets and involving the private sector into the next phase of development.

Mr Henrik Maihack, Resident Representative at FES Bangladesh Office; 
Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury, Trustee and Former Project Co-coordinator at 
Gonoshasthya Kendro (GSK) and Mr M Syeduzzaman, former Finance 
Minister addressed the dialogue among others.

Bangladesh top in MDGs among LDCs but lags in accelerating momentum
CPD study also reveals post-MDG framework recommendations

(from page 3)

Discussion with Development
High Commission; H E Ms Hanne Fugl Eskjaer, 
Ambassador, Royal Danish Embassy; H E Ms 
Ragne Birte Lund, Ambassador, Royal Norwegian 
Embassy; Mr Hiroyuki Minami, Minister and 
Deputy Chief of the Mission, Embassy of Japan 
and Mr Arnaud Loizeau, Attaché for Culture and 
Cooperation, Embassy of France attended the 
dialogue.

Officials Mr Toby Glucksman, Chief Economic 
and Commercial Officer of Embassy of the USA; 
Mr Adrian Rudolf Schläpfer, Counsellor 

(Diplomatic Advisor), Embassy of Switzerland; Ms 
Jos Huber, First Secretary, CSR Garments 
Sector, Royal Netherlands Embassy; Ms Karoline 
Jsaksen, Royal Norwegian Embassy; Ms Elsa 
Demaison, Deputy Head/Economic Attaché, 
Economic Department, Embassy of France and 
Mr Casper Raswesseu, Intern, Royal Danish 
Embassy also participated in the discussion.

The discussion was also attended by Ms Maria 
Low, Head of Corporate Business Unit, DFID 
Bangladesh; Mr Neal Walker, UN Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative 
in Bangladesh; Mr Olaf Handloegten, Country 

Director, GIZ Bangladesh Office; Mr Henrik 
Maihack, Resident Representative, 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) Bangladesh Office; 
Mr Salman Zaidi and Dr Zahid Hussain, Lead 
Economists, The World Bank; Mr Robert Wayss, 
Chief Technical Adviser, Promoting Fundamental 
Principles & Rights at Work in Bangladesh (FPRW 
Project), ILO Country Office, Dhaka; Mr Magnus 
Schmid, Programme Coordinator and Ms Noushin 
Safinaz Shah, Senior Business Advisor of the 
project “Promotion of Social and Environmental 
Standards in the Industries” (PSES), GIZ 
Bangladesh Office. 

Mr Johannes Zutt, WB Country Director along with WB Lead 
Economists Mr Salman Zaidi and Mr Zahid Hussain visited 

CPD on Thursday, 22 August 2013.

World Bank Country Director visits CPD

CPD Distinguished Fellow Debapriya Bhattacharya with his colleagues carried out the assessment 
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An alliance of civil society 
organisations led by the CPD 
called for consolidating the efforts 
from various parts of the society 
to immediately address the 
unfulfilled needs of the affected in 
the Rana Plaza tragedy, which 
took lives of 1,132 RMG workers 
in early 2013.

The civil society members 
raised voices to hasten the 
delivery of compensation at haste 
on moral grounds instead of 
tackling it through legal 
measures, which might delay the 
workers’ fair treatment and 
speedy rehabilitation. Identifying lack of good governance as one of the prime 
factors behind the tragedy, the speakers also emphasised trade unionism and 
depoliticising trade unions to ensure workers’ rights.

The points were made at a dialogue titled “100 Days of Rana Plaza 
Tragedy: A Report on Commitments and Delivery,” at the CIRDAP Auditorium 
in the capital on Saturday, 3 August 2013, as part of an initiative taken by 
CPD, in partnership with a number of concerned civil society organisations 
and individuals to independently monitor the delivery status of commitments 
following the Rana Plaza tragedy.

The first independent 
monitoring report, presented by 
Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem, 
Additional Research Director, 
CPD, found that pledges made 
towards compensating the victims 
and survivors of the Rana Plaza 
collapse largely remained 
unaddressed even after three 
months since the unprecedented 
mishap.

The monitoring includes an 
audit of what is being done since 
the incident and accordingly 
mounting pressure on key 
stakeholders so that they properly 

discharge their responsibilities, mentioned CPD Chairman Professor Rehman 
Sobhan.

The partnering organisations of this initiative are the Institute of Architects 
Bangladesh, Ain o Salish Kendra, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, ActionAid 
Bangladesh, Campaign for Popular Education, Transparency International 
Bangladesh, The Daily Star, Naripokkho, Nijera Kori, the Prothom Alo, 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association, Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust, Manusher Jonno Foundation and Sushashoner Jonno 
Nagorik. (Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 6)

Discussion followed on a presentation titled “Civil Society Initiatives to Monitor the 
Activities after the Incidence of Rana Plaza,” on Monday, 22 July 2013.

Second follow up meeting on Rana Plaza Tragedy

100 Days of Rana Plaza Tragedy
Commitments towards recovery and compensation remains undelivered, dialogue told

As the fourth follow-up activity, 
development partners exchanged 
views with CPD professionals on 
securing the promised 
deliverables in view of the Rana 
Plaza Tragedy, at a policy 
dialogue at the CPD office on 
Wednesday, 21 August 2013.

It transpired from their 
discussion that ensuring 
transparency in the various 
initiatives taken by major involved 
parties, improving the quality of 
coordination in implementation 
and enforcing compliance at 
enterprise level were the major 
challenges confronting the task to secure post- Rana Plaza deliverables.

The discussion commenced with a presentation by Dr Khondaker Golam 
Moazzem, Additional Research Director, CPD on the first independent 
monitoring report titled “100 Days of Rana Plaza Tragedy: A Report on 
Commitments and Delivery.”

The initiative, spearheaded by the CPD with support from its partners, 
intends to keep the issue alive in the public discourse, and bring transparency 
and collective accountability in the process of implementing the post- Rana 
Plaza deliverables by various actors and agencies.

The report documented the initiatives taken by various stakeholders in the 
areas of compensation, treatment, rehabilitation, ensuring compliance, legal 
help, rights of workers etc. The report also presented updates on the state of 
progress as regards some of these initiatives.

It was noted that the International Labour Organization (ILO) is expected to 
take the lead role in coordinating the initiatives being taken by various 
stakeholders. The report also highlighted the role of government and the 
BGMEA in the implementation of two major global initiatives – EU Accord and 
North American Alliance. Particular emphasis was given to the disclosure of 
various inquiry reports prepared by the government and other stakeholders to 
ensure transparency and accountability.

Development partners 
reported on what their respective 
organisations were doing and the 
challenges they were facing. They 
underscored the need for more 
proactive role of the government 
agencies in implementing the 
action plan and the tripartite 
agreement. They all said in 
unison that they intend to do 
everything in their home country 
and in Bangladesh to ensure that 
the action agendas get required 
fund and technical assistance for 
successful implementation.

H E Mr Dan W Mozena, 
Ambassador, Embassy of the United States of America; H E Ms Heather 
Cruden, High Commissioner, Canadian 

Post-Rana Plaza Monitoring: A Civil Society Initiative

Discussion with Development Partners
Transparency, Coordination, Enforcement major challenges

CPD and its partners intend to continue the monitoring exercise for at least one year.

Development partners identified major challenges on way to securing the post-Rana Plaza deliverables.
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Despite demonstrating significant 
resilience capacities, Bangladesh 
continues to remain one of the 
most adversely affected countries 
of the world due to the twin 
shocks of economic crises and 
natural disasters, observed 
speakers at the dialogue on 
launching a UNESCAP report at 
the BRAC Centre Inn Auditorium 
on Saturday, 7 September 2013.

Dr Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, 
Senior Regional Advisor on 
Disaster Risk Reduction, 
UNESCAP, Bangkok, made a 
keynote presentation on the 
report titled “Building Resilience 
to Natural Disasters and Major Economic Crises.” The report focused on how 
the Asia-Pacific region has been hit hard due to the financial-economic crises 
and rising natural disasters in recent years. 

The report also revealed that the shocks emanating from natural disasters 
are most often not confined to one country, and high commodity and fuel 
prices originating from economic crises particularly affected the poor and 
vulnerable groups of people. In putting forward policy responses in view of 
these crises, countries in the Asia-Pacific region should move towards a 
comprehensive risk management, recommended the report. It shows how 
people, organisations, institutions and policymakers could work together to 
weave resilience into their economic, social and environment policies to 
enable them to better cope and deal with the attendant uncertainties. 

One of the Distinguished Panellists, Dr M Asaduzzaman, Former 
Research Director at BIDS, recommended investing in agriculture and food 
security to build resilience in Bangladesh and prepare institutional, financial 
and legal infrastructure to utilise the aid coming as the compensation for 
climate change impact.

Among the discussants, Former Education Minister Dr M Osman Farruk 
noted that despite significant resilient capacities, victims of natural calamities 
such as the Aila were not properly rehabilitated. As the disasters involve a lot 
of human misery, the humanitarian part needs to be considered as well when 
it comes to rehabilitation, he stressed.

As the most important aspects for building resilience, CPD Distinguished 
Fellow Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya identified the government’s public 
expenditure plan, particularly for infrastructure building and rehabilitation 
during an immediate shock from a disaster. He also stressed that the country 
experiencing twin shocks of economic crises and natural disasters need to 
put in perspective a wider framework in order to understand the effect of the 
twin shocks.

Another panellist Dr Saleemul Huq, Director of International Centre for 
Climate Change and Development (ICCCAD) highlighted how Bangladesh is 
putting to use two climate change funds. Sharing experiences from other 
countries, he affirmed that Bangladesh would benefit more if the global 
compensation for climate change impacts could be directed to the most 
vulnerable communities at the local level for adaptation under Local 

Adaptation Plans of Action 
(LAPAs).

Taking note of governance and 
the political state of play in 
Bangladesh, Mr Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, MP, Member of 
Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, said 
that one of the challenges is to 
maintain continuity in 
policymaking despite changes in 
the political realm. On the positive 
side, he asserted that there is a 
cross-party consensus in the 
areas of environment and climate 
change.

The event’s Chair Professor Rehman Sobhan stated that struggle against 
disaster is one of the extreme manifestations of societal injustice. 
Apprehensive of the political internalisation of climate change discourse, he 
inquired many serious debates of parliamentary questions have actually been 
directed towards issues of climate change and resulting disasters.

Comments from the distinguished panellists and the floor discussion also 
drew on various issues related to resilience, adaptation plans and actions. A 
number of government and former government officials also shared their 
experiences in tackling disaster risk reduction and relevant policymaking in 
the context of Bangladesh.

Other participants included academics, members from the civil society and 
NGOs, experts on the environment, development and climate change 
including, Dr Ferdousi Begum, Executive Director, Development of 
Biotechnology and Environmental Conservation Centre; Professor Nazrul 
Islam, Chairman, Centre for Urban Studies; Dr Aminul Islam, Senior Adviser 
on Sustainable Development, UNDP and Dr Md Mahbub Alam, Head, 
Theoretical Division, SAARC Meteorological Research Centre; Mr Rezaul 
Karim Chowdhury, Convenor, Equity and Justice Working Group and 
Executive Director, COAST Trust.

(from page 8)

Global Competitiveness Report
Dr Moazzem observed that Bangladesh’s progress has slowed down 

particularly because of further weakening of financial market and, to some 
extent, due to weakening of business sophistication including industrial 
relations.Performance of the public sector remained in question due to weak 
public expenditure management and lack of proper initiative for required 
reform measures. “Entrepreneurs perceived a significant slowdown in 2013, 
perhaps due to political unrest in the run-up to the national elections,” he said.

Side by side with EOS, a Rapid Assessment Survey (RAS) was carried out 
by the CPD which showed that entrepreneurs were apprehensive of possible 
fallouts of political instability and uncertainties, which might undermine 
Bangladesh’s competitiveness in future. Government instability was a rising 
concern, which moved up to the 5th spot from 7th in 2012 and 12th in 2011.

In the RAS, around 73 per cent respondents apprehended that the 

investment environment in Bangladesh will deteriorate further in 2013. On the 
other hand, 56 per cent respondents expressed optimism that withdrawal of 
GSP facilities will not adversely affect Bangladesh’s export performance. 
Access to trade financing was the main barrier to export while tariff and 
non-tariff barriers were main hurdles to imports for Bangladesh.

In summary, overall GCR performance showed that Switzerland retained 
its first position in Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) for the third 
consecutive year while Singapore and Finland were able to hold their places 
at second and third positions. Among the BRIC countries, only Russia 
managed to jump to the 64th from the 67th position while Brazil nosedived to 
the 56th from 48th. China held its 29th placement while India slipped one 
notch to the 60th position. Among South Asian countries, Bhutan was placed 
one rank higher than Bangladesh as a first time entrant. Sri Lanka and Nepal 
moved up to the 65th and the 117th positions respectively while Pakistan slid 
down by nine ranks to 133rd.

Public Expenditure and Local Adaptation Plans Vital for Resilience
UNESCAP Report Launching Dialogue Reveals

The meeting was held on Saturday, 17 August 2013

In-house Discussion
on Living Wage in the RMG Sector 

The dialogue convened experts to discuss the twin shocks of economic and natural disasters 
that Bangladesh experiences.
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Independent Review of Bangladesh’s Development 
(IRBD): Second Reading 
In the backdrop of looming uncertainties in the recent political arena and their 
possible implications for the economy of the country, CPD organised a 
dialogue titled “Bangladesh 2013: Assessing Economic Implications of the 
Present Political Shocks”. The study elaborated that the increased frequency 
of country wide Hartals has put detrimental consequences on the economic 
stability for short, medium and long term as they might lead to further 
economic slowdown and weaken the attained socio-economic 
achievements. The CGE modelling exercise revealed that a major long term 
impact arising from Hartalsis the loss of capital stock, and 1 per cent decline 
in supply of capital costs the loss of about 0.9 per cent GDP at market price.

Southern Voice on Post MDGs
Collaborative Research: Southern Voice on Post-MDG International 
Development Goals is part of the research consortium which has been 
awarded the contract for the preparation of the European Report on 
Development (ERD)-2014. The other members of the consortium are 
Overseas Development Institute (ODI), European Centre for Development 
Policy Management (ECDPM), Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik 
(DIE) and University of Athens. The report will focus on “Financing and other 
means of implementation in the Post-2015 Context.” The country level 
studies and consultations for the report will be conducted by the member 
think tanks of the Southern Voice network. 
Research Grant: The Southern Voice on Post-MDGs International 
Development Goals (SV) initiative extended six research awards to its 
network members to service one of the objectives laid out in SV’sProgramme 
Document. The concerned objective seeks to create a platform for the 
Southern think thanks to use their existing research to inform the post-2015 
global development agenda. In this connection, SV intends to develop a 
process of re-interpretation of existing relevant outputs of its network 
members so as to produce academic articles and policy papers as 
contributions to the post-MDG discourse. The following researchers have 
been awarded the SV research grants to produce policy papers based on 
their existing works: (1) Ms María Ester Ortega, Asociación de Investigación 
y Estudios Sociales (ASIES), Guatemala. “Now, we need quality in 
education”; (2) Dr Anshu Bharadwaj, Center for Study of Science, 
Technology and Policy (CSTEP), India.“Electricity access in India: (How) do 
we get enough?”; (3) Mr Ajaya Dixit and Ms Suvechha Khadka, Institute for 
Social and Environmental Transition – Nepal (ISET-N). “Changing 
intersection among ecosystem, society and development goals: An 
examination for improved policy making”; (4) Dr John K. Kwakye, Institute of 
Economic Affairs – Ghana (IEA-Ghana). “Looking beyond aid to fund Africa’s 
development”; (5) Mr Luis Felipe Linares and Mr Julio Prado, Asociación de 

Investigación y Estudios Sociales (ASIES), Guatemala. “Measurement of 
progress of decent work and its support to achieving MDGs”; (6) Dr Nidhi S. 
Sabharwal, Director, Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (IIDS), 
India.“Understanding the role of social exclusion in hunger: Analysis of 
MDGs for the excluded groups in India.”

Post-Rana Plaza Monitoring: A Civil Society Initiative
Following the tragic collapse of the Rana Plaza where a number of ready 
made garments (RMG) factories were housed, the Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD) undertook an initiative to monitor the progress of 
commitments made by various stakeholders including the government of 
Bangladesh (GoB), Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association (BGMEA), Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers & Exporters 
Association (BKMEA), International Labour Organization (ILO), donors and 
buyers. In undertaking this initiative CPD is partnering with a number of civil 
society organisations and eminent personas in Bangladesh. They are – 
Institute of Architects Bangladesh (IAB), Ain o Salish Kendra, Dhaka Ahsania 
Mission, ActionAid Bangladesh, Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE), 
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB), The Daily Star, Naripokkho, 
Nijera Kori, Prothom Alo, Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 
(BELA), Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), Manusher 
Jonno Foundation, Citizens for Good Governance (SHUJAN), Professor 
Jamilur Reza Choudhury, Vice Chancellor of the University of Asia Pacific 
(UAP) and Mr Habibullah N Karim, Managing Director of the Technohaven 
Group of Companies. This is an ongoing exercise and CPD has already 
published the first report in August 2013. 

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), as 
one of the core partners, organised the 
6th South Asia Economic Summit 
(SAES VI) during 2-4 September in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka with the 
overarching theme ‘Towards a Stronger, 
Dynamic, and Inclusive South Asia.’

CPD Chairman Professor Rehman 
Sobhan led the participating team 
comprised of Dr Rounaq Jahan, 
Distinguished Fellow; Mr M 
Syeduzzaman, Member of CPD Board 
of Trustees; Professor Mustafizur 
Rahman, Executive Director; Dr 
Debapriya Bhattacharya, Distinguished 
Fellow; Dr Fahmida Khatun, Research 
Director and Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Additional Research Director.

The senior researchers participated as chairs, panellists and discussants 
at a number of session during the summit hosted by Institute of Policy Studies 

of Sri Lanka (IPS). In particular, Dr 
Debapriya Bhattacharya delivered a 
short talk on ‘Southern Development 
Goals?’ at the Special Event: In 60 
Minutes, where six speakers gave 
short yet insightful talks on their view 
of South Asia’s future. The closing 
session chaired by Professor Rehman 
Sobhan rounded off with his 
concluding remarks.

The three-day annual event has 
attracted a gathering of experts from 
academia, civil society organisations 
and intergovernmental agencies in a 
South Asian Capital. About 150 
participants are participating from 

across the eight member states of South Asia Regional Cooperation. The 
event was supported by a range of donors, which include World Bank, IDRC, 
AusAID, The Asia Foundation, Oxfam, GIZ, etc.

Regional Dialogue
CPD high-level team at the 6th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI)

Mr Mazbahul Golam Ahamad, Senior Research Associate conducted a workshop 
for CPD researchers titled “How to Write Manuscript for Submitting in the Referred 

Journal: From Its Preparation to Acceptance,” on Thursday, 18 July 2013

In-house Workshop

Rehman Sobhan and Debapriya Bhattacharya (centre)

Major Research Activities during July-September 2013
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Rehman Sobhan, Chairman; Mustafizur Rahman, Executive Director 
and Debapriya Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow 
� Addressed a roundtable on World Bank report “Bangladesh Poverty 

Assessment: Assessing a Decade of Progress in Reducing Poverty, 
2000-2010,” organised by Hunger Project-Bangladesh, on 20 July 2013.

Rehman Sobhan, Chairman
� Addressed a discussion on ‘A Get-together to Follow-up on the 

Harvard-Berkeley Conferences of 2008, 2009 and 2013′, co-organised 
by Policy Research Institute (PRI) and Bangladesh Development 
Initiative (BDI), on 25 July 2013.

Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Additional Research Director
� Made a keynote presentation on "Crisis in the RMG Sector of 

Bangladesh: Challenges for Improvement of Workplace Safety and 
Security" at Presidency University, on 3 July 2013.

� Made a presentation “Crisis and Competitiveness in the RMG sector in 
Bangladesh: How to Address the Challenges” at a roundtable on 
“Garments Sector of Bangladesh: Prospect, Problems, Challenges and 

Way Out,” organised by Shippers’ Council of Bangladesh, on 7 July 2013.
� Made a presentation “Enhancing Economic Growth of Bangladesh 

through Trade: Experience of Four Decades and Possible Future 
Strategies” at a seminar on “Assessing and Addressing the Effects of 
Trade on Employment (ETE),” at ILO Dhaka Office, on 15 July 2013.

� Participated at a dialogue titled “Multi Stakeholder Consultation on 
National & International Initiatives for Workplace Safety in the RMG 
Sector in Bangladesh: Challenges & Way Forward, jointly organised by 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) and Bangladesh Institute of Labour 
Studies (BILS), on 28 September 2013.

Farzana Sehrin, Research Associate 
� Attended a workshop on "Common Standards for Assessment of 

Building, Fire and Electrical Safety of Ready-Made Garment Factories in 
Bangladesh," organised by ILO, on 7 September 2013.

� Attended a workshop on Action Plan Development for Rana Plaza 
victims’ Rehabilitation and Reintegration, organised by ILO, ActionAid 
and GIZ, on 14 September 2013.

CPD Professionals in National Fora

Dr Sajed Kamal, a sustainable 
energy expert, termed Bangladesh as 
an ‘untapped energy mine’ for 
exploring the opportunities for 
renewable energy, while addressing a 
discussion session at the CPD office 
on Tuesday, 20 August 2013.

He demonstrated how renewable 
energy in the forms of light, heat, 
wind, water and photosynthesis can 
be taken advantage of to ensure 
energy diversity and energy security 
in Bangladesh. A presentation titled 
“The Untapped Energy Mine” gave the 
discussants room for debate as to the 
cost-effectiveness, prospects and viability of employing solar energy as an 
alternative to non-renewable energy in Bangladesh.

“Non-renewable energy comes from nature; it is the environment that pays 
for it. There is also the issue of cost and price for buying that energy,” says Dr 
Kamal. Besides there are medical, social, environmental and political costs 
involved, he explains, referring to the cost of warfare for acquiring oil and the 
damages to environment due to coal mining. He argued that despite the 
higher initial cost in setting up a renewable energy source, it actually costs 
less if the multiplier effects and broad perspectives are considered.

Professor Rehman Sobhan, Chairman, CPD and the discussants raised a 
number of issues despite the immense potentiality of renewable energy in 

Bangladesh. Whilst recognising the 
desirability of having greater share of 
energy coming from renewable 
sources, they noted that renewable 
energy is still costlier.

Dr Kamal mentioned that the cost 
of solar power has come down by 70 
per cent over the years and with 
effective inputs from policymakers, 
academics, green activists and 
scientists, it can one day become a 
feasible alternative in countries such 
as Bangladesh.

Professor Mustafizur Rahman, 
Executive Director, CPD expressed 

his deep appreciation for the contribution Dr Kamal was making towards the 
widespread use of renewable energy in Bangladesh, in a cost-effective and 
environment-friendly manner.

Professor Dr M Rezwan Khan, Vice Chancellor of United International 
University; Dr Ijaz Hossain, Professor of Chemical Engineering at 
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET); Professor Dr 
Saiful Huque, Secretary at Bangladesh Solar Energy Society (BSES); and Mr 
Md Ahsan Ullah Bhuiyan, Assistant General Manager of Grameen Shakti 
addressed the event among others.

An interview with Dr Kamal on the subject is available here: 
http://cpd.org.bd/index.php/lets-go-off-the-grid-dr-sajed-kamal

(from page 3)

Rana Plaza Tragedy
Several victims of the Rana Plaza tragedy 

shared their plight at the dialogue, particularly 
noting the issue of inadequate compensation. The 
dialogue also spurred debate as to the debacles in 
the way to implementing planned industrialisation, 
labour law and legal measures and bringing the 
responsible behind RMG disasters to justice. Mr G 
M Quader, MP, Minister for Commerce and Mr 
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury, Former 
Minister for Commerce, addressed the event as 
the Chief Guest and the Special Guest 
respectively.

On behalf of the CPD, Distinguished Fellow Dr 
Debapriya Bhattacharya also requested the 
government and other stakeholders to make all 
follow-up and monitoring reports undertaken since 
the tragedy available to public. The Prime 
Minister’s Office was urged for a transparent 

account of the aid received on behalf of the 
victims.

Other recommendations included forming a 
central task force or central monitoring committee 
by combining the government, civil society 
organisations and human rights organisations for 
close and unbiased monitoring of the tragedy; and 
ascertaining the exact number of the affected, 
missing, and deceased workers. Representatives 
from trade union bodies called for immediate 
arrangement of treatment, compensation and 
alternative livelihood for the victims. They also 
urged the authorities to take up the issue of 
settling the right wages for workers.

As regards long-term measures, notable 
recommendations included: maintaining 
detailed database of future workers; provision 
of insurance, provident and development fund; 
addressing unplanned industrialisation and 
sealing off faulty factories for averting future 

disasters; implementing labour law and taking 
tougher action against politically sheltered 
RMG owners who are responsible for such 
mishaps; and the political parties’ responsibility 
to address the recommendations in their 
election manifesto.

The discussion was widely attended by 
Members of Parliament, representatives from 
business chambers and trade unions, human 
rights organisations and legal forums, NGOs, civil 
society organisations and individuals including Dr 
Hameeda Hossain, Chairperson, ASK; Dr Badiul 
Alam Majumder, Member Secretary, SHUJAN; Mr 
Md Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin, Former President of 
BGMEA; Mr Montu Ghosh, President of Garments 
Workers' Trade Union Centre; Mr Zafrul Hasan, 
Joint Secretary General, BILS; Mr Farooq Ahmed, 
Secretary General, MCCI; Mr Md Borkot Ali, 
Assistant Director (Legal Cell), BLAST and Ms 
Taslima Islam, Senior Lawyer, BELA.

In-house Dialogue
“Let’s go off the Grid” – Dr Sajed Kamal in favour of Renewable Energy

(left) Dr Sajed Kamal elaborated on 30 years of experience into setting up solar units 
across different parts of the world.
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Rehman Sobhan, Chairman
� Participated at 6th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI), organised by the 

Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
� Expert Panel Discussant at the session Managing Intra-Country Growth 
Disparities in South Asia
� Chaired the Closing Session

� Attended SACEPS Board Meeting on 4 September 2013, in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
� Participated at SEF Expert Workshop, organised by Stiftung Entwicklung und 

Frieden (SEF), during 12-13 September, 2013, in Berlin, Germany.
M Syeduzzaman, Member, Board of Trustees
� Chaired the session ‘Secure Sustenance’: Meeting the Food Security 

Challenge at 6th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI) organised by the 
Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Mustafizur Rahman, Executive Director
� Participated at the Regional Training of Economic Journalists on ‘Trade, 

Climate Change and Food Security,’ organised by SAWTEE, IPS, OXFAM, 
UNESCAP and Commonwealth Secretariat, during 4-5 July 2013, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

� Participated as a panellist at South Asia Policy Dialogue on Regional 
Cooperation for Food Security, during 13-14 August 2013, in New Delhi, India.

� Participated at 6th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI) organised by the 
Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
� Addressed the Special Event “Road to Bali: South Asian Position for the 
9th WTO Ministerial” as one of the discussants
� Attended the session “Working for Growth: Creating Productive Employment”

� Participated in the meeting for the South Asia Policy Engagement and 
Communication (PEC) Programme, during 26-27 September 2013 in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

Rounaq Jahan, Distinguished Fellow
� Chaired the session Mind the Gap: Addressing Gender Disparities at 6th 

South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI), organised by the Institute of Policy 
Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow
� Attended Fourth Global Review of Aid for Trade as a discussant on the panel 

titled "Moving the Development Effectiveness Agenda Forward: Assessing 
the Impact of Aid for Trade," organised by International Centre for Trade and 
Sustainable Development (ICTSD), on 9 July 2013, in Geneva, Switzerland.

� Participated at the 6th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI) organised by 
the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
� Delivered the opening speech at the session “Managing Intra-Country 
Growth Disparities in South Asia”
� Participated at the side event “ESCAP Policy Dialogue: Building Resilience 
to Natural Disasters and Major Economic Crises.”
� Delivered a short talk on Southern Development Goals? at the Special 
Event: In 60 Minutes

� Attended Asia Foundation Workshop on Regional Economic Cooperation, as 
a guest speaker, on 10 September 2013, in Bangkok, Thailand.

� Chaired the Advisory Group of the DFID funded Growth Research 
Programme of the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), on 17 September 
2013, in London, UK.

� Attended the kick-off meeting of the core research team for preparation of the 
European Report on Development (ERD) 2014 at Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI), on 18 September 2013, in London, UK.

� Participated at the “Dialogue on Advancing Regional Recommendations on 
Post-2015,” conducted by the United Nations Non-governmental Liaison 
Service (UN-NGLS) along with Executive Office of the UN Secretary General 
(EOSG), on 22 September 2013, in New York, USA.

� Participated at “Domestic Resource Mobilisation within a Future Global 
Partnership for Development”, organised by Global Partnership for Effective 

Development Co-operation, on 24 September 2013, in New York, USA.
� As a distinguished panellist attended inaugural of the report Getting to Zero 

published by Save the Children, on 25 September 2013, in New York, USA.
� Addressed the Bi-Annual Meeting of International Education Funders Group, 

on 26 September 2013, in New York, USA.
� Participated at “Engineering a Development Data Revolution,” organised by 

OECD, PARIS21, on 26 September 2013, in New York, USA.
Anisatul Fatema Yousuf, Director, Dialogue and Communication
� Participated in the meeting for the South Asia Policy Engagement and 

Communication (PEC) Programme, during 26-27 September 2013 in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

Fahmida Khatun, Research Director
� Expert Panellist in the Plenary session on “Managing Water Resources, Food 

Security, and Climate Change in South Asia” at 6th South Asia Economic 
Summit (SAES VI), organised by the Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka 
(IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, in Colombo, Sri Lanka.

� Participated at a regional multi-stakeholders dialogue for West and Central 
Africa titled “Strengthening the Readiness of West and Central African 
Negotiators for the 9th WTO Ministerial Conference in Bali,” organised by the 
African Centre for Trade, Integration and Development (Enda CACID), during 
25-26 September 2013, in Dakar, Senegal.

Mustafizur Rahman, Debapriya Bhattacharya and Fahmida Khatun
� Participated at a Regional Consultation Conference on “Road to Bali: South 

Asian Priorities for the Ninth WTO Ministerial,” organised by SAWTEE, IPS, 
Oxfam, UNESCAP and Commonwealth Secretariat, during 2-3 July 2013, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Khondaker Golam Moazzem, Additional Research Director
� Participated at 6th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES VI) organised by the 

Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), during 2-4 September 2013, in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.
� Delivered the lead presentation at the session “Improving the Climate for 
Private Enterprise in South Asia”
� Participated at the session “Strengthening the Small: Inclusive Private 
Sector Development through SMEs”

Towfiqul Islam Khan, Research Fellow
� Participated at ARTNeT Capacity Building Workshop on “CGE Modeling for 

Trade Policy Analysis,” organised by UNESCAP, during 22-26 July 2013, in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

� Attended conferences (i) “Towards Transparency: Making the Global 
Financial System Work for Development”, hosted by Financial Transparency 
Coalition and Policy Forum, (ii) “Transfer Pricing: Fairness in Taxing 
Multinationals and Extractive Industries”, organised by Tax Justice Network 
Europe, Agenda Participation 2000, Kepa Tanzania, during 30 September - 4 
October 2013, in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Kishore Kumer Basak, Research Associate
� Participated as a discussant in the session “Country Presentations: 

Bangladesh and Nepal,” at the Regional Consultation on “Food-related 
Legislation in South Asia,” organised by SAWTEE in partnership with Oxfam, 
during 30-31 July, in Kathmandu, Nepal.

CPD Professionals in International Fora

Ms Joanna Schenke, Political Officer, Embassy of United States of America 
visited CPD on Sunday, 18 August 2013.

US Embassy officials visit CPD
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Bangladesh performed well in 
terms of macroeconomic stability, 
infrastructural development and 
goods market efficiency in the 
Global Competitiveness Report 
(GCR) 2013-14, prepared by the 
World Economic Forum (WEF), 
which yielded an upward move by 
eight positions to 110thin the global 
ranking among 148 countries.

A few specific initiatives and 
policies such as public and private 
investment in the energy and power 
sector and monetary policy 
management have contributed to 
the escalation in the GCR. 
Bangladesh’s health sector also experienced a number of positive changes 
in 2013 because of better quality of public and private sector healthcare 
services, according to the report.

This was revealed at a media briefing organised by CPD to launch the 
GCR 2013-14 along with the Bangladesh Business Environment Study 
2013 at its office on Monday, 9 September 2013. CPD has been 

collaborating with the WEF in 
preparing the Bangladesh 
component of the GCR since 2001.

Professor Mustafizur Rahman, 
Executive Director, CPD observed 
that Bangladesh needs to perform 
well in a number of key areas 
including good governance, business 
sophistication and technological 
readiness and innovation to do better 
in future ranking.

On behalf of the research team, 
Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem, 
Additional Research Director, CPD 
shared the findings on the 13th 
Executive Opinion Survey (EOS), 

which investigated 71 local businesses having an endowment over Tk 10 
crore. He noted that despite some positive changes, corruption remains 
one of the binding constraints that afflict performances of Bangladesh’s 
business sector. This nagging problem was accentuated by poor state of 
governance, inefficient bureaucracy and weak macroeconomic 
management, he added.        

Media Briefing
Bangladesh moves eight notches up in Global Competitiveness Report 2013-14

Yet concerns remain in key areas

CPD Publications
Report
� CPD. 2013. 100 Days of Rana Plaza Tragedy: A Report on Commitments 

and Delivery. First Report of the Monitoring the Rana Plaza Follow-ups 
Series. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

Book Chapter
� Khatun, F. 2013. “State of Governance in the Banking Sector: Dealing with 

the Recent Shocks.” In State of the Bangladesh Economy in FY2011-12 
and Outlook for FY2012-13. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

Working Paper
� Sobhan, R. 2013. Innovation and Additionality for Development Finance: 

Looking at Asia. CPD Working Paper 102. Dhaka: Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD).

� Bhattacharya, D. and Misha, F. 2013. China and the Least Developed 
Countries: An Enquiry into the Trade Relationship during the Post-WTO 
Accession Period. CPD Working Paper 103. Dhaka: Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD).

� Bhattacharya, D. and Moazzem, K.G. 2013. Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) in the Global Value Chain (GVC): Trends, Determinants and 
Challenges. CPD Working Paper 104. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue 
(CPD).

� Bhattacharya, D., Dasgupta, S. and Neethi, D.J. 2013. Does Democracy 
Impact Economic Growth? Exploring the Case of Bangladesh – A 
Cointegrated VAR Approach. CPD-CMI Working Paper 5. Dhaka: Centre 
for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI).

Publications from outside of CPD
Journal Article
� Khatun, F. and Ahamad, M.G. 2013. “Liberalising Trade in Health Services: 

Constraints and Prospects for South Asian Countries.” The International 
Journal of Health Planning and Management. DOI: 10.1002/hpm.2205

� Moazzem, K.G. and Basak, K.K. 2013. “Pruning the SAFTA Sensitive List 
of Bangladesh: Its Scope, Methods and Selection of Products.” South Asia 
Economic Journal, 14 (2): 231-260. DOI: 10.1177/1391561413500172

� Ahamad, M. G. and Tanin, F. 2013. “Next Power Generation-mix for 
Bangladesh: Outlook and Policy Priorities.” Energy Policy (Elsevier), 60 
(11), 272-283. DOI: 10.1016/j.enpol.2013.05.022

� Khan, M.M. and Akbar, M.I. 2013. “The Impact of Political Risk on Foreign 
Direct Investment.” International Journal of Economics and Finance, 5 (8). 
DOI: 10.5539/ijef.v5n8p147

� Ahamad, M.G. 2013. (forthcoming) “Local and Imported Coal-Mix for 
Coal-Based Power Plants in Bangladesh.” Energy Sources, Part B: 
Economics, Planning and Policy.

Blog Post
� Bhattacharya, D. 2013. A Champion for Think Thanks in the Global South: 

Interview with Southern Voice’s Debapriya Bhattacharya. Education Plus 
Development (Administered by the Brookings Institution, Washington, 
D.C.), 8 July. Available at: http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/education- 
plus-development/posts/2013/07/08-post-2015-development-agenda-ack
erman

Newspaper and Magazine Article
� Sobhan, R. 2013. Bangabandhu and the emergence of an independent 

Bangladesh. Dhaka Tribune, 15 August.
� Moazzem, K.G. 2013. Dcm¤úv`Kxq: ˆZwi †cvkvKwk‡í b~¨bZg gRywi cybwb©a©vi‡Y 

we‡eP¨ welqvejx. Bonik Barta, 24 September.
� Moazzem, K.G. 2013. gvwjKc‡ÿi cÖ¯Ív‡e we¯ÍvwiZ Z_¨-DcvË †bB. Prothom 

Alo, 28 September.

Newspaper Interview
� Sobhan, R. 2013. Economic policies business friendly but not governance. 

ICE Business Times, July 2013.
� Bhattacharya, D. 2013. Include Southern voices in the new development 

agenda. Chr. Michelsen Institute. 15 July. Available at: http://www.cmi.no/ 
news/?1213-include-southern-voices-in-the-new-development

� Bhattacharya, D. 2013. After much heartbreak some good news at last for 
Bangladesh. Time, 18 July. Available at: http://world.time.com/2013/07/18/ 
after-much-heartbreak-some-good-news-at-last-for-bangladesh/

(Continued on page 4)

CPD has been collaborating with the World Economic Forum (WEF) in preparing the 
Bangladesh component of the GCR since 2001
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