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Civil Society Initiative for Accountable Development

A Regional Dialogue on: "National Election: 2007: Civil Society Initiative for Accountable Development,” was held in Bogra on 26 August, 2006 under the
joint sponsorship of CPD, The Daily Star, Prothom Alo and Channel-i. Members of the Citizens' Committee, leaders of various political parties, people
belonging to various professions and from all walks of life joined the dialogue. This supplement contains the summary of the discussions. The names and
identities of the participants are published below. Due to constraint of space we are not able to publish the comments of all the participants. -- Editor

Debapriya Bhattacharya
Welcome to the 13th session of its dialogue by Nagorik Committee. Two of]
the dialogue's key objectives were set in motion through combined efforts
of the Daily Star, Prothom Alo, Channe-i and CPD over the past three
months keeping in view the forthcoming election in 2007. One is to
prepare a vision document for Bangladesh for the coming 15 years: the
other is the aspirations of the people. Through the 22- point aspirations of
the civil society, as embodied in the paper given to you, we have tried to
explain the fundamental thinking behind them. This “aspiration” overseas
would have been called “Citizen Charter.” In that document the rights of
the citizens of the republic are embodied. We have selected two issues as
the basis of the hopes and aspirations of the people. First the main
thoughts behind our war of liberation of 1971 where the main objectives
were to establish a democratic and secular state, and build a society free
from all kinds of exploitation. Second we wish to see the realization of the
basic rights of the citizens as provided for in the Constitution, most of
which remain unfulfilled against the prevailing realities of our socio-
economic conditions that has been further complicated by the state of our
politics. We want all these to be realized within the coming 15 years. This
is our overall objective. Keeping this in view we are working towards
preparing Bangladesh's “vision” document 2021 in an expanded way. Of
the eight target objectives for preparation of the document seven have
already been discussed with a panel of experts. We will be benefited if you
could kindly give your suggestions or opinions, if any. . wma Ly @ Whg g
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I would like to put forward to you another issue, that of election 2007. We are trying to mobilize public opinion so that political parties give nominations
to honest, capable and patriotic citizens. We believe that politics is for the politicians and it should be based on the hopes and aspirations of the citizens
of the country, or else it will become meaningless. Keeping in view the election, the politicians should be ready to listen to each of the voters. Through
this endeavor we wish to reach to them the hopes and aspirations of the people. At the same time we do realize that there is no assurance of victory in
the election, even if an honest and capable individual is nominated. In order for an honest and capable candidate to win election there has to be a
congenial atmosphere and proper infrastructure for holding election. The main hindrance to this, as we perceive, is that election in Bangladesh has
become a very expensive industry. If we are not able to remove the use of muscle power and black money from election through a legal framework it
will not be possible for a regular party worker ever to contest in the parliamentary elections, and be elected. Given the support and the good-will of the
political parties it is quite possible to come out of this state of affairs by making required changes in the various provisions of the electoral rules of
procedures. The best way would be for an elected party government to undertake this task, based on a political consensus. Should that not be possible,
we believe that it is the responsibility of the caretaker government to create the needed congenial environment for holding a proper election, but at the
same time it should not be involved in any kind of policy decisions.

However, if reform of a public law is undertaken for the sake of creating a proper environment there will be no ) -
reason for any objection. The reason for this is that the existing laws in this regard are weak in many respects, List of [_)artICIpants )

and need to be further strengthened. In the meantime, the election commission could implement the appropriate 1. les_h'hur Rahman, BIIAERE

ones. However, what can the citizens expect from an election commission that is weak and spineless? We invite ?;l?:assli(z:rrlta)ml-'?e;:rgl V&;;k:rzk ikl
your opinions on all these issues. 2. Mahfuz Anam, Editor, the Daily Star
3. Advocate Mir Igbal Hossain,
Mahfuz Anam President Bogra Zilla Ainjibi Samity.
The main benefit of the legacy that we have observed over the past 15 years is that changes in government have 4. Prof. Hosne Ara Begum, Executive
taken place through due process of elections. We have acquired this success through our own efforts; it has not Director TMSS.

been gifted to us by anyone. The government we elect often makes many promises and commitments, but once 5. Khondker Gholam Kader, Vice

it occupies the seat of power it runs the affairs according to its wishes. In view of this experience we believe that President, Bogra Theater.

the time has come for us to not only exercise our rights of franchise, but also raise our voices on certain related 6. Fazlur Rahman Piker, President,
issues like nominating honest and competent candidates. At the same time let this be clearly understood that we Bogra Chamber of Commerce and

are not interested in being involved in any kind of political process, nor are we interested in forming a political Industry.
party. Through this Nagorik dialogue we wish that the major political parties, while nominating their candidates, 7. Mahmuda Hakim, General
reflect the hopes and aspirations of the people of the country. But this will not take place until you have a Secretary, Tohubunnessa Mahila

realization of the matter and raise your voices. Channel I, CPD, Prothom Alo and the Daily Star are engaged in Sangsad

preparing the grounds for our future. We believe that your voices should reach our national leaders. The Nagorik 8. Advocate Al-Mahmud, Convener,
dialogue that is taking place here today should, in fact, have taken place in a democratic environment of the SRIJON, Bogra branch

political parties. While leaders of the political parties do get to listen to their party workers through some process 9. Dr Arshad Sayeed, Director,

or the other, how will the voices of those who do not belong to any political party be heard, and their hopes and Annesha Karotoa Diagnostic
aspirations reach the leaders of the parties? The reality is that they neither know, nor do they have any desire to 10. Mahfuz Ara, Executiive Director,
know. But we certainly cannot sit with our hands folded, hence this initiative. As we are talking to you we are PESD, Bogra.

presenting them to the people to the people to the best extent possible through publishing of the dialogues as 11. Selina Sheuli, Salma Sobhan
Supplements. It is also being telecast by Channel I, with the hope that the leaders will see and hear. At the same Fellow and Journalist

time we are making efforts on our own to let the people know the value of creating an overall awareness, a task 12. Dilara Begum, President

the political parties should have undertaken. Bangladesh Mahila Samity, Natore

13. Daisy Ahmed, Development
Activist, Natore.

14. Abdur Rashid, Retired Teacher

15. Md. Kamruzzaman Kajol, Executive
Director, Human Help

Society, Bogra

16. Khalid-bin-Jalal, Sub Editor, Dainik
Uttarbanga Barta.

Advocate Mir Igbal Hossain

The observations made by you, in point number 11 of the rose colored paper, in connection with black money
should be added to it. In order to eliminate the source of black money along with the NBR, and the Anti-
corruption Commission, the name of the Judiciary should also be added. We can find our instruments of stopping
black money through these establishments. Our tax administration, and those connected with the government,
are so corrupt that it is, in fact, they who are helping the growth of black money. We can achieve many things if



we can empower the tax administration to strike at corrupt people directly or indirectly, and ourselves be on
guard as citizens of the country. | do not wish to make any specific comment on the Anti-corruption Commission,
but would like to refer to its clause26/27 wherein it has been given the right to inquire into the income and
expenditures of any citizen. The same authority is vested with the tax administration, too, with the difference
that the Anti-corruption Commission has the additional authority of probing into the source of earnings. What we
have to see now is whether or not that authority is being exercised by the Commission. If we are not able to
catch the owners of black money, close the sources, then not only the election in 2007, but also no other
elections in the future, can be fair and proper, resulting in failure of exercising our civil rights. We, therefore, we

wish to see that whatever rights have been given to the Election Commission are not merely words in print alone,

but also are duly exercised, holders of black money are hauled up and the sources identified.

Corruption and development are interrelated. The incidence of dealing with corruption is far and between,
therefore, we have to take the first step in dealing with corruption. The Anti-corruption Commission was set up
with high hopes. There have been considerable development activities, for which we extend our extend our
thanks to all concerned, but at the same we protest the trading that is taking place in the name of development.

Prof. Hosne Ara Begum

As the custodians of the country we have the right to talk about its welfare. We have to come out of the mind
frame that one can talk about hospitals, only if one is a nurse or a doctor, and not otherwise. This mind set is
adversely influencing the society.

The British are asking why there is no talk of reforms in our country. The say that they had left the country after
ruling the land for over 200 years, and yet the various legal and other systems continue to be the same as they
were some 200 years ago. If this is the way it is, it will not be possible for us to reap the benefits of
independence. The legal framework has to be different for an independent nation.

| wish to pint out that the political parties look down upon the NGOs, whereas the NGOs are a complete people's
entity. They have been deprived of government's support and its facilities. While it is difficult to get a peon's job
with the Government, at the same time one who is drawing a monthly salary of Tk 7/8 thousand at TMSS is

17. Biren Das, Execitive Director,
Shopan.

18. Advocate Amjad hossain, worker,
TIB

19 Advocate Helalur Rahman, Former
Chairman, Birkedar Union.

20. Zohur Islam Khan, Director, DATT
21. Khogendranath Roy, Lawyer,
Natore.

22. Rahim Chowdhury, Convener,
Udichi, Bogra.

23. Abdur Razzaq, Children's
Organizer, Natore

24. Dr. Mustafa Alam Nannu,
President, Swadhinata Chikitshak
Parishad

25. Zahedur Rahman, Asstt. Editor,
Dainik Karotoa.

26. Abdul Majid Fakir, Former Head
Master, Bogra Zilla School

27. Advocate A. K. Md. Shamsul
Abedin, Principal Bogra Law College
28. Md. Abdur Rouf, President, Gram
Bikash Sangstha

29. Mahmudul Haque Chowdhury,
Cultural Activist, Bogra

30. Mahmuda Islam, Professor,
Deaprtment of Sociology, University of
Dhaka.

31. Shaymal Bhattacharya, Cultural
Personality and former Teacher, Bogra

ready to take up the job of a peon with the government. The reason for this is that getting into a government job Zilla School.

is like having a golden deer in one's grip. With or without delivering he or she will continue to draw the salaries.
We are working within the framework of government rules after having established a NGO involving members of
the public. Mistakes could be committed by it too, but it, looks as though people, whether belonging to the
government or the Opposition, relish talking about the matter. The NGOs are serving a large section of the

32. Md Abdul Mannan, Teacher

33. Mir Abdur Razzak, Development
Worker, Natore

34. Amaresh Mukherjee, Dean, SOS

population and reducing the burden on the shoulders of the government. Who will look after this large segment ofHérman Mainer College, Bogra.

the population?

Khondokar Gholam Kader

| have been working in the village for 45 years. According to me, 5 percent of our population is rich, 10 percent
belong to the middle class and the rest live in the villages. We have been serving the interests of the 5 and the
10 percent only, and have not been able to attend to the needs of the 85 percent who are poor. | have seen
corruption free villages, Thanas and Unions. In 1962 Akhter Hamid Khan established a Thana totally free from
corruption. Many villages became self-supporting and were free of corruption. Today, there is corruption
everywhere. The government's Revenue Officer no longer visits those Thanas since there is no scope for bribes.

We are susceptible to rumors and rumor- mongering. If someone were to suddenly say that the sea- water had
turned sweet you would see that millions were running towards the sea for a drink. Similarly, if there is a rumor
that votes should be cast in favor of a particular person then all the people rush would to vote for that particular
individual. We have to explain the essence of it all to the people, and only then the scenario will change for
better.

Fazlur Rahman Piker

he business community has to play its role for developing the

country, like China. Look at where China is today as against
Bangladesh. While China gained its independence in 1949 we

gained our freedom from the British rule in 1947. Today, there

. 'merchandise, and it has business links all over the world, so

llmuch so that the major portion of consumer goods sold in USA
are products made in China. Between the years 1947 and 1971
e made no progress. We had high hopes and aspirations when

35. Md Abu Taher Shamim, Student
Shah Sultan Government College,
Bogra.

36. Pintu Areng, Development worker
37. Md. Helaluddin, Coordinator, AIVD,
Sadar Road, Kali, Joypurhat.

38. Md. Rakibul Hag Khan, Training
coordinator, Light House, Bogra

39. Ahmudul Haq, Organizer of
Teachers, Natore

40. Goutam Kumar Das, General
Secretary, Bogra Grantha Kendra.

41. Azizur Rahman Taj, General
Secretary, Jatiyo Kobita Parishad,
Bogra.

42. Altaf Hossain, Coordinator, Bishwa
Shahitya Kendra, Bogra.

43. Amanullah Khan, Editor, Dainik
Bangladesh.

44. Abdullah Abu Sayeed, President
Bishwa Shahitya Kendra and member,
Nagorik Committee 2006.

45. Alok Talukder

is hardly any country in the world where you do not find Chinese46. Md. Harunur Rashid, Executive

Director, Light House

47. Swin Chowdhury, Former VP,
Azizul Hagq Government College, Bogra
48. Zobaer Hassan Liton, President

we liberated this country after long and bloody struggle. We had Bangladesh Chatra League( JSD), Zilla

hoped to build a free, independent and a worthwhile nation. The Committee
people of the country are hard working. We have the capacity to 49. Advocate Rafiqul Islam Khan,

effectively contribute in the fields of business, trading and

Freedom Fighter

agriculture. Why then are we lagging behind? We have to find as50. Ferdous Zaman Mukul, Former,

to how did we lose 50 valuable years. A proper analysis will tell

us as to how to move forward.

There is a marked difference between our political situation, and in other countries of the world. Foreign
investors, particularly from Korea and Japan, are hesitant in investing in the country due to hartals. We have
sealed our own fate.

Mahmuda Hakim

As a citizen | have the right to exercise my political rights. In order to materialize the reform proposals there
should be a dialogue between the two major parties. Patriotism should be their guiding spirit. Imbibed with that
spirit, we gained our independence. If the parties hold the dialogue in such a spirit only then the fear of the
nation can be averted.

Advocate Al-Mahmud

In a report presented by TIB it was revealed that 111 MPs in the Parliament were smugglers. What can be
expected of a parliament that has such a large number of smugglers? We instituted legal cases against a highly
corrupt individual, and to day they are being withdrawn. How can corruption be stopped? Whenever a
government official is recruited a full account of his assets should be recorded, and the same should be cross-
checked from time to time. Not only the government officials but also the politicians and the Ministers should, for
the record, submit similar statements. If that is done chances are corruption may be contained to some extent.

We have to facilitate the working of the Anti-corruption Commission. The undue hindrances have to be removed.
It is not enough to say that the Commission has to be independent; it should, in realty, be allowed to work
independently. Many things have been said about the Judiciary. At a function the other day the chief justice had

MP.

51. Hafiz Ahmed, Jatiyo Parishad
Member, CPB.

52. Kamrunnahar Putul, Former, MP.
53. Mujibur Rahman Majnu, Former
Chairman, Sherpur Pourashabha.
54. Advocate Fazlul Bari, President
GONOFORUM, Bogra.

55. Rezaul Karim Tansen, President,
Bogra Zilla JSD.

56. Mumtazuddin, President Bogra
Zilla Awami League.

57. Md. Abdul Jalil, Freedom Fighter
and Vice President, Zilla Jatiyo Party,
Bogra.

58. Hassan Ali Sheikh, CPB, Bogra.
59. Bazlul Karim Bahar, Writer and
Vice Principal, Institute of Information
technology, Bogra.

60. Shakil Ahmed, Chairman, Holy
family Foundation, Bogra.

61. Md. Abul Kalam Azad, Prinicipal,
Taslimuddin Tarafdar Degree College,
Bogra.

62. Md. Aminul Haque, Retired
Teacher.

63. Md. Aminul Farid, Commissioner,



said that justice is now being bought and sold. Today, judges are being inducted to the highest court of law on  Bogra Pourashabha.
partisan consideration. If that is the case, where does our future lie? We should thus, keep our attention focused 64. Md. Abdul Hannan, JONIPOP,
on these issues also. Bogra.
65. Abul Kauser, Library Activist,
Natore.
66. M.A. Momin Dulal, President, Petrol
Pumps Owners Association, Rajshahi
Division.
67. Md. Rafiqul Islam, Executive
Director, NIDO.
68. A. B. M. Ziaul Hagque Babla,
Dilara Begum General Secretary, Shammilito
I have two observations to make. First about the number of womens seats in the parliament, and the other about Shangskritik Jote, Bogra.
honoring women We are rather embarrassed by the conflicts and bickering between the two women leaders. You 69. Daren Pervez, Cultural Activist.
have to take the initiative to put a stop to this. We have to decide as to what should be our course of action in ~ 70. Ismail Hossain, Vice President,
the future. Begum Sufia Kamal once said that it is the bad people who stay together, whereas good people stay Bogra Zilla Central Shop Owners
away from each other. You should bring these good people together. Society.
71. Advocate Sakhawat Hossain,
Executive Dierctor, PGUS, Bogra.

Debapriya Bhattacharya ) ) ) 72. Md Mahfuz Siddique Liton, Senior
If you are with me even after the election, 1, too, shall stay. As | said before, not all the problems will be solved  yjica president Bogra Chamber of

in 2007. It is a continuous process, and CPD is carrying out its research throughout the year. In fact, it is fulfilling commerce and Industry.

its obligation to the society through its work. We are, in fact, not supposed to do what we are doing today. Itis 73 gameer Roy, Senior

from an extreme sense of obligation that we have undertaken this venture of uniting people. It is because of this pparmaceuticals Officer, Health Care
that the people are asking as to why did we not do this earlier? We are doing this out of sheer love for the Pharmaceuticals, Bogra.

country. If the people are interested, and prevail upon us, then we are ready to work accordingly even after the 24 gqamul Haque, Sponsor and
election is over.

Dr. Arshad Sayeed

After a protracted struggle of ten months we had dreamed of a prosperous Bangladesh, where has that dream
disappeared? Certainly we all are responsible for this. While we failed to steer the country to the right path, those
who were entrusted to govern it simply indulged in corruption. | believe all of us who are present here will vote
for the “right” candidate.

Initiator, Antarjatic Sheba Shangathan.
75. Toufik Hassan Moina, Predident,
Rahim Chowdhury Shammilito Shangskritik Jote, Bogra.
Prior to the election, candidates visit the voters; they listen to all that they have to say. They are even ready to /6. Sadequr Rahman Shujon, General
walk muddy streets if need be. We put the stamp against the name of the candidates. We do not put the stamp Secretary, Shangshaptak Theater.
against any party. But soon as he is elected he becomes a “property” of the party. He neither visits the voters, ~ 77- Bilu Kabir, Coordinator, UDP,

nor can the voters go see him. Prior to the election each of the candidates makes promises, both, on his behalf, Bogra.

and on behalf of the party. These promises have to be given in writing indicating that he would resign if he fails 78. Abdur Razzak Raju, Director,

to keep his commitments. This “ undertaking” has to be printed in the form of a leaflet with the signature of the Paribartan, Sirajganj.
concerned candidate. 79. K. M. Abdul Bari, Prof. Government

Mujibur Rahman Mahila College.

80. Abdul Manik, Manager, Womens
Since we are not the ones to formulate laws, everything has to begin from the grass root levels. Training and Rehbilitation Center for
the Mentally- deficient.
81. Md. Liakat Ali, Executive Director,
Manab Unnayan Shangstha, Sirajganj.
82. Md. Aminul Islam, Zilla Parishad
Chairman, Bogra.
83. Advocate Rezaul Karim Montu,
Former Chairman, Bogra Pourashabha.
84. Belaluddin Ahmed, Artist,
Advertising Agency, Bindu. Bogra.

Zahedur Rahman

We have failed to institutionalize democracy, failed to strengthen it. If we fail to strengthen the process of
democracy, the black money holders and the terrorists will be able to consolidate and further strengthen their
positions. In order for democracy to flourish, what we need above everything else is a strong Election
Commission. The commission has to be totally independent in its operations. If the commission remains under
the administrative control of the Office of the Prime Minster then it will not be able to function independently. The
Judiciary should also have complete freedom, and it should be separated from the Executive. We shall have to
increase the number of good people in the parliament. The press should have absolute freedom.

Coordinator: Debapriya
Bhattacharya, executive director,
CPD.

Mahmuda Islam

On a particular subject only women have spoken. | wish to talk about that subject. We know that the ratio
between men and women in this country is half and half. Ten percent of those present here are women. And only
they have talked about women's rights. Since women are lagging behind in the society this issue of their rights
should indeed be included in the election agenda of the political parties. If we remain silent, these people will
never attain equality with others. Establishing equality between men and women in the society is a daunting task.
I believe in all you have said. During the election in 1991 we proposed that priority be given to candidates well disposed to women's issues.
Opportunities should be there for women to seek nominations in increased numbers.

Many of you have said that without transparency people's hopes and aspirations are trampled. As a consequence of a long and protracted movement a
national policy on women was adopted. Many of you might question as to the need for a separate policy for women. As | have said before, special
measures have to be taken in order to bring equality between men and women. Unfortunately, the policy that was quite progressive in its content was
subsequently changed. So much so that the changes made were not public. Clearly this lacks transparency. | appeal to you to mention and raise the
issue of equality between men and women at all places, and create pressure.

Steps should be taken for election of women to the National Assembly through direct elections. Each political party must include women in its
nominations. The questionable policy on women should be scrapped.

Shaymal Bhattacharya

The greatest achievement of the Bengali nation is its war of liberation and independence. But at the same time we have lost our love for the country.
Due to lack of patriotism we have been engulfed in corruption. None of us will be able to declare in a loud voice that * we are beyond corruption'. Today,
the entire society from top to the bottom is corrupt.

This has caused a serious blow to democracy. The essence of democracy, and its accountability, are quite different. Activities now being carried out in
the name of democracy are not democratic at all. From the state level to other establishments are now engaged in corruption. This has been
necessitated for survival. Now- a- days it is difficult to survive the honest way. This has also happened due to absence of love for the country. It is true
of the political parties also. Neither you, nor I, shall be able to contest election since we do not posses 100 crore takas. Today, we have to buy votes and
not seek votes. | had not heard of the civil society's activities prior to 1990, however | now find an extensive role being played by the civil society. |
hope that this educated community would be able to considerably influence the voters and the voting process. There is a need to change the various
clauses and sub-clauses of our constitution due to the mistrust between the political parties. We no longer find the word Secularism in our constitution. A
country cannot progress under such an environment.

Abdullah Abu Sayeed

| am happy that the civil society has started a movement. | believe that this is a welcome start for us. Many complained as to why we took such a long
time, until the situation went out of control. | say that no one consults a physician when the fever registers 99 degrees. We normally consult a physician
when the fever is 106. It is often said that this spate of corruption can never be stopped. | say why not? We shall strike at the wall of this fortress,
today, tomorrow and the day after and the day after that, and continue to do so. | believe we can break down the wall. We have lost faith in ourselves.
We gained our independence in 1971; that is the image in which we should repose our faith in. It is the weak and the mean that cannot have trust in
their own selves. Having subjugated to foreign rule for a long time we have lost faith in ourselves. Being in crisis is nothing new. Human civilization has
faced crises, and has over come them, for had it not been so we could not have this closed door meeting today. I, therefore, believe that we, too, shall
overcome our crisis.

| was asked in a television program as to why there was so much corruption in Bangladesh? | answered by saying that there is none to catch them.



Corruption is thus walking away like a hero. A similar situation prevails, not only in the field of corruption alone, but also in all other areas. Despite the
fact that we gained our independence in 1971, we have not been able to transform ourselves into a proper state. The flag we got in 1971 is the symbol
of our aspirations, and the state has to rally round it. The gap between the rich and the poor has widened. On one hand there are those who have
crores, and on the other side there are those who are going hungry. There has to be justice in the country. Judiciary has to be independent. The Prime
Minster of Bangladesh is the most powerful individual of the country. She heads the Army, the office of the Chief Executive and the Judiciary. There are
some problems with our constitution. Some one has mentioned yet another problem. Politics is no longer confined to politicians alone, but it has also
gone into the hands of all kinds of people. Under clause 70 you no longer can decide for yourself, it has to be the decision of the party. We had removed
Shoirachar Ershad with the hope that we shall lead our lives in the clean environment of democracy. We have removed the Shoirachar but democracy
today is heading towards kingship. We have nothing to fear, the entire country is behind us. We have a clear conscience. We are talking in favor of the
people.

Zobaer Hassan Liton

Is there a need to define in clearer terms the criteria for an honest and suitable candidate? Can we call a person honest who has seized power illegally,
although being honest both in his public and private lives? My proposal is that those who are involved in war crimes, and grabbing power illegally directly
or indirectly, should be declared as unsuitable for contesting any election.

Ferdous Zaman Mukul

The ears of the present government are plugged, and its back is covered by steel. | do not believe that it is ready to listen to any good advice. The
largest party has placed its reform proposals. The game of reforms is yet to take momentum. There has to be a leader capable of listening and
understanding as to what is being said or proposed. | have my doubts as to how much importance will be given to our deliberations at a time when one
had to appear in a court of law for having spoken against one of the Ministers. We have to take due measures to free ourselves from terrorism and black
marketing.

Hafiz Ahmed

We are still struggling. Our dreams are yet to be fulfilled even after 35 years of our independence. What is the reason behind this? We have failed to
reach our goals due to partisanship and failures of our political parties, also due to existing social order. People belonging to different walks of life and
profession are treating politics as business. The real politicians are falling behind. While the 14 Party Alliance placed a 23- point charter of demands, CPB
has placed 53 points. Election will take place on party-basis. This way we shall be able to drive away the holders of black money.

Kamrunnahar Putul

What can we expect in a country where grenades are thrown to kill the daughter of Bangabandhu. Economist Kibria, even Journalists, are not spared by
the terrorists. The real culprit gets away unpunished, while the innocent is victimized. Shiploads of arms are brought into the country, godfathers are not
hunted out, people like Bangla Bhai and Abdur Rahman are housed in air conditioned rooms. | believe a solution will come out of the dialogue initiated
by CPD. | see no problems if the reform proposals are accepted.

Majibur Rahman Majnu

Democracy must be upheld. People have realized that votes cannot be cast in favor of those who do not have links with the masses. We should
institutionalize democracy so that the future generation is able to live in a stable country. There will be fewer incidences of fake votes if voter cards are
issued.

Advocate Fazlul Bari
| came here to listen to the deliberations and to find out if CPD had turned into a political party. Now | have the feeling that they are playing the
supporting role for the good of the country. The country is facing extreme crisis. Those who think of the country are no longer sitting idle.

We are carrying out a Nagorik dialogue focused towards 2021. | believe we shall succeed. There is a government in office. Never before have | seen
such a crisis since independence.

Rezaul Karim Tansen

To able to hold a free and fair election the 23-point reform proposals submitted by the 14 Party Alliance should be implemented. In order to save the
country and the nation from conflicts and strife steps have to be taken. We have to resist those who are planning to occupy the seat of power through a
blue print. If the government of Khaleda is sincere only then it can come out of controversy. | propose that religion based politics be banned. A
particular party is misguiding the people, hiding behind the veil of religion.

Mumtazuddin

We shall be able to move forward if we are able to cleanse the place where we stand now. | would like to ask those who are questioning as to who is the
father of the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman or Ziaur Rahman, and those keeping silent on the issue? Let them ask their conscience as to
whose name echoes in their hearts. We have heard the name of Ziaur Rahman only after he came to power through staging a number of coups. Those
who have given rise to this controversy opposed our independence. These people cannot be allowed to be in politics.

| was a freedom fighter. | can never support the return of the ghost of the Muslim League.

No matter how many political forums we float, unless we cleanse the environment that exists around us, there can be no solution to our problems. Not
the politicians alone, the bureaucrats are also to blame. Who reside in Gulshan, Baridhara and Banani? It is always the politicians who are branded as
guilty, who are more guilty the politicians or the bureaucrats? One who was once branded, as a Shoirachar is now being given nomination. Why the
court's verdict in Bangabandhu murder case is not being carried out? Some other entity would have taken this initiative that CPD has undertaken taken
today.

Muhammad Abdul Jalil

Many people call us Shoirachar who have administered this country for over nine years. Be that as it may | am also a freedom fighter. Many people
today are talking for, and against, our independence. 34 years have passed by since we gained our independence. What stage are we at, in the
development of the country? There is rot from head to foot. We must bring about a change, and find out the root cause for it just the way the Nagorik
Committee is doing. The reason for this rot is that, we have merely indulged ourselves in hollow speeches No one has taken any practical steps. Awami
league says that BNP has said this and BNP says; Jatiyo Party is saying this, whereas we are saying that all that they are saying are not true. There
should be a change in the scenario, or else we shall hit the bottom due to hatred and jealousy.

Fazlul Karim Bahar

My students often ask me this question: what is a civil society? | tell them that those who keep the street clean in front of you, keep us free from undue
hassle, it is they he who are the civil society. Those who are working towards achieving the objectives of the state, it is they who belong to the civil
society. Today Lebanon is under siege. Here, too, the civil society is at work. Noam Chomsky is working. We have to work too; we are a part and parcel
of the civil society. A strange darkness has surrounded us. We have to arrive at the destined goal.

Muhammad Aminul Farid

As a local representative | have seen how resources are plundered and looted. Government gives the work orders, tender terrorism takes place and then
the PPR is amended. Those who will occupy the seat of power must be promise bound to the people: the PPR has to be fixed well in advance, genuine
businessmen must not be ignored or suffer losses, and the bureaucrats must not be allowed to make crores by awarding contracts. We have seen how
many who were once paupers have become owners of crores of takas. The Nagorik Committee also has to be explicit about its stance on the Qaumi
Madrassahs



Mushihur Rahman
Very often it is said that the real owners of the country are the people. But its real ramification is clear to the people only during the election.

Whenever they visit officials of a government office or a political party, the way they behave it looks as though they are the real owners and we are
mere subjects or even lower than that. In order to understand this ownership, there is a need for such Nagorik dialogues. | believe CPD has set that
trend.

As of today we have not been able to make the present administration accountable. Why have we failed? The main reason for this, is clause 197 of
Cr.Pc. One of the speakers has said that in order to draw court proceedings against any official, clearance has to be obtained from his superiors. | have
talked about the issue a number of times. We should now put a writ petition in the High Court. In this way we may be able to scrap the clause from the
constitution. The constitution says that all are equal in the eyes of the law. | believe that in order to bring accountability in Administration those of us
who consider ourselves as belonging to the civil society should unite and establish a civil society commission, a commission that will provide due
assistance to the Anti Corruption Commission.

You have said about electing honest and capable candidates. Let us assume that your proposals are accepted by the political parties: We have an
election Commission just the way we wanted, likewise the administration, including a voter list and all our demands are met. But when a voter goes to
vote for a candidate he would see if the candidate has the capacity to offer him at least a cigarette, not knowing that the ultimate cost of a cigarette will
be worth a crore of takas for the candidate, since three and half lakhs people will come to the booth for casting their votes.

We shall not be able to establish honest politics, no matter how hard we try, until there is an awakening amongst general members of the public. Does
the voter really know the consequences of his demand for a cigarette? Someone has to tell him. It is the responsibility of us all, and not CPD alone. CPD
has made the beginning and has showed us the way. This is what we should all do, and in this way we shall be able to bring about changes in the
country.

Recommendations from the dialogue (in brief)

* Democratic culture within the political parties has to be ensured.

* The major parties must have dialogues on all important issues

* The parties should arrange Nagorik dialogues.

* Constitution should be amended in order to facilitate floor crossing.

* Religion based politics should be banned.

* Nominations should be given after due process of election at local levels.

* Political parties have to announce their budgets, and provisions should be there for payment of salaries to the workers.

Election Commission and reforms of the electoral system

* The Election Commission should be further empowered so that it is able to perform its functions independently.

* There should be provision for “no” vote in case none of the candidates is considered suitable. If the majority of votes cast falls in the category “no”,
then the concerned party has to nominate a replacement candidate.

* Sources of earnings of all government officials connected with the election have to be submitted.

* Ministers and MPs have to declare their sources of income.

* A foolproof voter list has to be prepared for holding of fair election.

* Voter ID cards with individual photographs should be prepared.

* Arrangements should be made for electronic system of voting.

* A candidate should not be allowed to contest from more than two constituencies.

* MPs should be involved only with formulating of laws.

* The number of seats reserved for women should be increased, and they should be elected through direct elections.

* There could a benchmark on required academic qualification for candidates seeking nomination to become an MP.

* Those who have turned black money into white after payment of seven and half percent taxes, including the loan defaulters, should be barred from
contesting election.

* The political parties should be encouraged to nominate women.

* The Election Commission should bear the election expenses of the candidates.

* All the candidates contesting from the same constituency must conduct their election campaign from a single stage.

* A candidate has to be a permanent resident of the locality, and he has to reside in his constituency even after the election is over.
* Candidates have to give in writing their standings before the election results are out.

* Candidature of war criminals and Razakars should be declared null and void.

* Election should be based on corresponding ratio of the population.

* The election manifesto should be declared an obligatory social contract.

* The tenure of Caretaker Government should be extended to six months.

* The election manifesto should clearly indicate development programs/plan.

Institutional framework

* Judiciary should be made independent and free from Administrative control through due reforms.

* Tax administration should be made effective.

* The common people are also involved in corruption, hence awareness against it has to be built amongst them also.

* Complete freedom should be given to the newspapers, and the right of access to facts.

* Instead of allowing tax- free vehicles for the MPs, they should be provided with vehicles by the Government for as long as they hold their offices.
* Provision should be there for drawing criminal proceedings directly against government officials and staff through due amendment of the CrPc.

* Ban political discussions inside places of religious worship.

* Restore the 1972 constitution.

The civil society and the role of CPD

* The initiative taken by the civil society would be meaningless unless it continues even after the election is over

* The subject of access to education for all should be added to the “vision” document.

* In order to reach the grass root levels Nagorik committee should establish its branches in each of the unions.

* The discussions should begin after observing one minute silence as a mark of respect to the Shaheed freedom fighters.
* There should be an extensive discussion on the cultural issues in the development framework of our vision.

* Assistance could be provided to the Anti corruption Commission through appropriate Nagorik committees.
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