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Leadership key for climate
compatible dev: UK expert

Simon Maxwell, a leading interna-
tional development policy expert,
here on Saturday stressed the need
for a bold leadership, designing
right policies and implementing
those for climate compatible devel-
opment in Bangladesh and other
countries, reports UNB.

‘It [a country] has to include mit-
igation and adaptation to climate
changes, and global transformation
and at the same time it has to in-
clude Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)... leadership is ab-
solutely key, and policy design and
implementation are needed (to deal
all these things),” he said while de-
livering a lecture at a city hotel.

The Centre for Policy Dialogue

(CPD), a civil society think tank,
arranged the CPD Anniversary Lec-
ture 2015 on ‘Climate Compatible De-
velopment: Pathway or Pipedream?’

Presided over by CPD chairman
Prof Rehman Sobhan, the pro-
gramme was moderated by CPD dis-
tinguished fellow Dr Debapriya Bhat-
tacharya.Maxwell, also a senior re-
search associate at the UK's leading
independent think tank Oversees De-
velopment Institute (ODI), lauded the
socio-economic  development of
Bangladesh and its leadership role in
the international climate forum, in-
cluding the climate vulnerable forum.

Talking about the SDGs, he sug-
gested taking take SDGs seriously
but not taking it absolutely and liter-

ally. But, he said, the poverty reduc-
tion and social inclusion goals of the
agenda are non-negotiable ones.

He said climate compatible de-
velopment offers a framework for
thinking about the pathway for
dealing with changes, while simul-
taneously achieving the poverty re-
duction and other targets embed-
ded in the SDGs.Maxwell said cli-
mate compatible development em-
phasises not only mitigation and
adaptation within countries, but
also the impact on individual coun-
tries of transformation in the
wider global economy. In this con-
text, innovation becomes a key con-
cept and competitiveness is an es-
sential tool, he added.
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Leadership key for climate
compatible dev: UK expert

DHAKA : Simon Maxwell,
a leading international
development policy expert,

here on Saturday stressed '

the need for a bold leader-
ship, designing right policies
and implementing those for
climate compatible develop-
ment in Bangladesh and
other countries, reports
UNB. .

"It [a country] has to
include mitigation and
adaptation to climate
changes, and global trans-
formation and at the same
time it has to include
Sustainable Development
Goals ‘' (SDGs)... leadership
is absolutely key, and policy
design and implementation
are needed (to deal all these
things)," he said while deliv-
ering a lecture at a city hotel.

The Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), a civil soci-
ety think tank, arranged the
CPD Anniversary Lecture
2015 on 'Climate
Compatible Development:
Pathway or Pipedream?"

Presided over by CPD
chairman Prof Rehman

Sobhan, the programme
was moderated by CPD dis-
tinguished fellow Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya.
Maxwell, also a senior

research associate at the:
.UK's leading independent

think tank  Oversees
Development Institute
(ODI), lauded the socio-eco-
nomic
Bangladesh and its leader-
ship role in the international
climate forum, including the
climate vulnerable forum.

Talking about the SDGs,
he suggésted taking take
SDGs seriously but not tak-
ing it absolutely and literal-
ly. But, he said, the poverty
reduction and social inclu-
sion goals of the agenda are
non-negotiable ones.

He said climate compati-
ble development offers a
framework for thinking
about the pathway for deal-
ing with changes, while
simultaneously achieving

the poverty reduction and-

other targets embedded in
the SDGs. _
Maxwell said climate

development of

compatible development
emphasises not only mitiga-
tion and adaptation within
countries, but also the
impact on individual coun-
tries of transformation in
the wider global economy.
In this context, innovation
becomes a key concept and
competitiveness is an essen-
tial tool, he added.

Prof Rehman Sobhan
praised Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for her deci-
sion to construct the Padma
Bridge with the country's
OWIl resources.

"The fund was allocated in
the budget for Padma
Bridge, when the World
Bank withdrew its finance.
The political challenge was
made by the Prime Minister.
They committed Tk 28000
crore to construct Padma
Bridge," he said.

Rehman Sobhan, howev-
er, doubted whether
Bangladesh would be able to
do the same if the global
community withdraws all
assistances and does not
invest any significant money

in mitigation and adapta-
tion to climate change
impacts. ’
Prof Sobhan found solving
the problem of environmen-
tal pollution as a challenge
for Bangladesh and added
that the whole nation wants
something to be done here,
'but it's a serious problem
why nothing could be done'.
Citing the delay in tannery
relocation from the capital's
Hazaribagh, he said the
dramais going on relocation
of the Hazaribagh tanneries,
while Hazaribagh is being
polluted with effluents.
CPD Executive Director
Dr Mustafizur Rahman
delivered introductory
speech at the function.
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Professor Rehman Sobhan, chairman of Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), addresses a meeting on “Climate
Compatible Development Pathway or Pipedream?” at the Westin hotel in the capital yesterday. INDEPENDENT PHOTO
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina distributing 'Kazi Mahbub Ullah Award' to an educationist at Shilpakola Academy in the capital on Saturday. Begum
Jebunnesa and Kazi Mahbub Ullah People Welfare Trust organised the function. PHOTO : PMO

Right policies must

for facing climate
change challenges

Expert tells CPD anniv lecture

Staff Correspondent

The Executive Chairman of the UK-based
Climate and Development Knowledge
and Network, Simon Maxwell, on
Saturday said that right policies and prop-
er leadership should be adopted to face
the challenges of climate change.

He made this comment at the Centre
for Policy Dialogue Anniversary Lecture
2015 on 'Climate Compatible
Development: Pathway or Pipedream'
organised by CPD at a city hotel.

Talking about the impact of climate
change he said that there are many rea-
sons to be anxious about the impact of cli-
mate change on development. '

"The impact of climate change on
development will be enormous," he said.

Prof Rehman Sobhan, Chairperson of
CPD, lauded Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's bold leadership for her decision
to start construction of the Padma Bridge
relying on own budget, after the develop-
ment partners withdrew assistance.

He, however, wondered whether
Bangladesh would be aple to do the same
if it does not receive development chal-
lenges to overcome climate change
impacts.

He expressed his concern over the pol-

lution in the four main Rivers around
Dhaka City including Buriganga, Turag
and others.

"I do not see any progress. I had
observed green activists arranging rallies
to save the river and today I can see the
saine. The issue is dragging on."

__Fellow of CPD Debapriya Bhattacharya
said tackling climate change requires
innovating financing.

"We need innovating financing to face
the worst impact of climate change," he
said.

Last year about 195-nation UN
Conference of Parties (COP 21) Paris sum-
mit approved, an accord aiming to limit
global warming to less than 2 degrees
Celsius after a two-week long gruelling
negotiations.

The accord includes measures to peak
greenhouse gas emission as soon as possi-
ble, to keep world temperature rise to
"well below" 2 degrees Celsius and to
strive to limit it to 1.5 degrees C, to review
the progress every five years and US$100
billion a year climate finance for develop-
ing countries.

There were cheers to greet the
announcement of the adoption of the
accord but murmurs of discontent and
dissatisfaction was not very distant.
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Chairman of Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD) Dr Rehman Sobhan speaking at CPD Anniversary Lecture session

on 'Climate Compatible Development Pathway or Pipedream' organized by CPD at a hotel in the city on Saturday.
m NN photo
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