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58 pc Rana Plaza survivors traumatised,

48 peume

DHAKA : Some 58 per-
cent survivors of deadly
Rana Plaza collapse inci-
dent are still traumatised
and 48 percent of them
remain unemployed even
after three years of the
tragedy, says a survey
report of Actionaid, reports
BSS.

The findings of the sur-
vey titled 'Three Years Post
Rana Plaza: Challenges in
RMG Sector' was revealed
at the city's Brac Centre Inn
on Saturday.

The survey was conduct-
ed on 1,300 survivors,
mostly aged between 21
and 30, and relatives of
500 readymade garment
workers who died in the
tragic incident.

Presenting the report,
Manager of ActionAid

Bangladesh Nuzhat Jabin'

said 58.4 percent of the
Rana Plaza tragedy sur-
vivors are still traumatised

loyed: Survey

while psychological condi-
tion of 37.3 percent others
are not fully stable.

She said the unemploy-
ment rate among the sur-
vivors ~has gradually
decreased in the last three
years. The unemployment
rate was 92.5 percent in
2013, 73.7 percent in 2014,
55 percent in 2015 and
48.2 percent in 2016, she
noted.

The survey shows that
some 79 percent of the sur-
vivors now want to run
own business for their
livelihood, while five per-
cent want to switch their
job to other sectors from
the garment sector and
only five percent of them
still have interest in work-
ing in the garment indus-

As per the report, the
average monthly income of
76 percent survivors was
less than Tk 5,300 in 2015.

Chairman of Ain O Salish
Kendra Hameeda Hossain
said the amount of money
the victims are getting as
compensation is not
enough. The survivors
should be given support for
a long for their recovery
from physical and psycho-
logical problems.

Additional ~ Research
Director of Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPB) Dr
Khandaker Golam
Moazzem said as the com-
pensation is being given in
phases, the victims can not
utilise the money properly.

Country Director of
ActionAid  Bangladesh
Farah Kabir said, "Though
three years have elapsed,
the workers are getting
nothing other than finan-
cial assistance. As part of
compensation, we have to
work in rehabilitating them
mentally, socially and
financially," she said.
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Nearly half the Rana Plaza
victims still unemployed

Staff Correspondent

They cannot re-join their jobs due to

A survey conducted by ActionAid,
Bangladesh on the victims of Rana Plaza
tragedy revealed that about 48 per cent of
them are unemployed and have been suf-

fering from mental agony.

mental and physical problems.

The tragedy occurred on April 24 in
2013, when a garment factory housed in
Rana Plaza building located at Savar col-
lapsed killing at least 1,133 people.

The president SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Nearly half the Rana Plaza

FROM PAGE 1
of Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and

Exporters Association con-
firmed that 3,122 workers
were in the building at the
time of collapse.

The survey report also
revealed that about 58.4
per cent of the victims are
suffering from long run
mental dlsorder

PR Moy e

cialeased ghismipRaii IS
. 4 - 2
{Three years of Rana Plaza:

The progress of RMG" at
BRAC Inn Centre on
Saturday. )
The report said that
about 79 per cent Rana
Plaza victims instead of
taking jobs in the RMG fac-
tories want to start a busi-
ness independently. Only
five per cent of them
showed enthusiasm to
work in the RMG sector as
panic haunts most of the
victims. Working in RMG
factories has become a

Chairman of Ain O
Salish Kendra Hameeda
Hossain said the amount of

nightmare for them.

The main aim of the sur-
vey was to focus on the
present condition of the money the victims are get-
RMG workers, and the ting as compensation is
progress of RMG sector. A not enough. The survivors
total of 1,300 victims aged should be given support
between 21 to 30 were cov-  for a long for their recovery
ered in the survey. from physical and psycho-

The information and logical problems.
data were collected from Additional = Research
th& famlhes. of about.500....Director ‘of Centre for

"Higd dicing » Polity [ffffogue (CPB) Dr

hem, - Khandaker Golam
Moazzem said as the com- -
pensation is being given in
phases, the victims can
not utilise the money

] per ‘cent families.
have at least two or three
members who are depend-
ent on the victims of Rana

Plaza. The survey report properly. _
also revealed that about 61 Country Director of
per cent of the income is ActionAid Bangladesh

spent for purchasing rice,
16 per cent for paying
house rent while only eight
per cent is spent for the
treatment of the victims:

Farah Kabir said, "Though
three years have elapsed,
the workers are getting’
nothing other than finan-
cial assistance. As part of
As per the report, the compensation, we have to
average monthly income of work in rehabilitating
76 percent survivors was them mentally, socially
less than Tk 5,300 in 2015.  and financially," she said.
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RANA PLAZA TRAGEDY

Half of survivors
still jobless

STAFF REPORTER

Around 48 per cent of Rana Plaza tragedy survivors are yet
to return to their work due to physical or mental problems
even nearly three years after the industrial tragedy took
place, according to a survey report.

About 59 per cent of the workers who survived the acci-
dent have been suffering from long-term mental trauma,
said the ActionAid’s report on “Rana Plaza Driving RMG
Sector: Critical Reflection”.

ActionAid, an international non-governmental organi-
sation, whose primary aim is to work against poverty and
injustice worldwide, unveiled the report yesterday at BRAC
Centre Inn.

The survey is based on interaction with 1,300 people
who once worked in Rana Plaza garment factories and
on 500 families that lost their members in the building
collapse.

The report also said that 79 of the Rana Plaza tragedy
survivors want to set up their own businesses. Only 5 per
cent of them are interested in going back to garment sector.

Rafique Khan, a worker in Ether Text Garments in Rana
Plaza, said: “I got treatment through government assis-
tance but I could not get well fully. I have to continue my
treatment with my own money.”

“I have a small shop now, with which I try to run my
family. I don’t want to go back to the garment sector
anymore,” he said.

The report said the victims who survived the building
collapse could not utilise the money they got as compen-
sation. They received the money in phases. Their physical
and mental condition was also not duly considered while
giving the compensation.

Dr Hameeda Hossain, chairperson of Ain O Salish Kendra
(ASK), said “The amount the victim workers received cannot
be termed as compensation. The workers who have been
suffering from mental and physical problems need long-
term assistance.”

Khandaker Golam Moazzem, a research director of
another think tank, the Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD),
said that many of the survivors who have been receiving
treatment in different places must be reached and assisted.

However, ActionAid findings also shows unemployment
rate has decreased in the last three years with an steady
rise in the employment.
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Half of Rana Plaza survivors
jobless, 58pc still traumatised

Staff Correspondent

AILMOST half of the Rana
Plaza survivors are still un-
employed now; while 58.4
per cent of them are still
traumatised three years into
the world's deadliest gar-
ment-factory accident, ac-
cording to the report of an
ActionAid Bangladesh sur-
vey.

ActionAid released the

survey report on Saturday |

at a dialogue on ‘Rana Plaza
Driving RMG Sector: Criti-
cal Reflections of Survivors.’
The survey found 14.6 per
cent of the 1,300 surveved
survivors said their physical
health has deteriorated and
named headache, difficulty
in movement, pain in hands
and legs, and back pain as
some of the major problems.

The report showed that
the rate of unemployment
among the Rana Plaza sur-
vivors has decreased in the
last three vears. The rate of
uncmplm’mf’nt among them
has declined from 55 per
cent in 2015 to 48.2 per cent
this vear.

A large majority of the
currently employed survi-
vors are self-employed.

Only 21.4 per cent of
them found jobs at the read-
vmade garment factories,

mumznnmwnsmsssmmmnfmc}ﬁ?

At (8,20

Nazneen Akter Nazma, a Rana Plaza survivor, speaks at a dialogue on ‘Rana Plaza driving RMG
sector: critical ‘reflections of survivors’ organised by ActionAid Bangladesh to releasc a survey
report in Dhaka on Saturday. ActionAid Bangladesh country director Farah Kabir moderated the

programme.

while 23.2 per cent were
running small business, and
16.8 per cent were working
as tailors, the study revealed.

According to the survey,
58.4 per cent of the respond-
ents are still suffering from
long-term psychosoc ial dif-
ficultics.

Under the “Three Years
Post Rana Plaza: Changes
in the RMG Sector’ survey,

ActionAid also interviewe sl

Half of Rana Plaza

Continued from B1
International Labour Or-
ganisation program manager
Tumo Puirtainie, and Alli-
ance for Bangladesh Worker
Safety managing director M
Rabin, among others, attend-
ed the session.

ActionAid  Bangladesh
country director Farah Kabir
moderated the dialogue.

Hameeda Hossain said
politicized trade union or
trade unions sponsored by
factory owners would not
bring any positive result for
the RMG.workers.

‘Regarding financial as-
sistance for the Rana Plaza
victims, we will have to
raise voice to know the ac-
tual amount that was depos-
ited in the prime minister's
fund for Rana Plaza building
collapse,” she said.

Alliance managing di-
rector Rabin identified five
challenges for making the.
factories safer in Bangladesh.
They are: lack of subcon-

tracting policy, complacency
over remediation progress,
no progress in relocation of
factories, lack of duty-free
import of fire equipment
support enjoyed by other in-
dustries except RMG, and a
lack of technical knowhow
to oversee factory compli-
ance after 2018, when the
agreements of buyers groups
would come to close.

500 kin of the workers killed
in the disaster and found
that 68.2 per cent of the fam-
ilies have a single -earning
member and 22.6 per cent
have two earnings members.

Food is the major area of

familv expenditures of the
respondents, as thev spend
61.1 per cent of their income

for food, 15.5 per cent for

house rent, and 12.4 per cent
for children's education.

-New Age photo

Survivors and kin of the -

deceased received financial

support in phases making

them unable to make any
considerable savings from
that.

In terms of utilisation
of the monetary support,
33 per cent of the received
money was spent to pay
back outstanding loans, 49
per cent for food and treat-
ment, while only 16 per cent

to savings and investment,
the survey found.

In the survey report, Ac-
tionAid recommended in-
corporating a compensation
mechanism that clarifies
the calculation criteria and
reflects the prevailing socio-
economic reality within the
national legal framework.

It also suggested strength-

“enihg the government de-

partments to continue with
factory inspections and to
ensure the ‘true spirit’ of
freedom of association.

Nazneen Akter Nazma,
a Rana Plaza survivor, in
the dialogue questioned the
compensation  assessment
I)[.OC(]SS,

Nazma  received - Tk
95,000 in three phdses as
compensation. She’is still
suffering from headache and
deserves more amount .as
compensation.

Another survivor, Rafiqul
Islam said he is passing
through a severe hardship.

‘I am tired of continuous-
ly spending money for treat-
ment though out the last one
vear,' he said.

Human rights activist Ha-
meeda FHossain, Department
of Inspection tor Factories
and Establishments inspec-
tor general Syed Ahmed,

Continued on B2 Col. 7
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58 pc Rana Plaza
survivors traumatised

Staff Reporter

Some 58 percent survivors of deadly Rana Plaza collapse
incident are still traumatised and 48 percent of them
remain unemployed even after three years of the tragedy,
says a survey report of Actionaid. The findings of the sur-
vey titled ‘Three Years Post Rana Plaza: Challenges in RMG
Sector' was revealed at the city's-Brac Centre Inn on
Saturday.

The survey was conducted on 1,300 survivors, mostly
aged between 21 and 30, and relatives of 500 readymade
garment workers who died in the tragic incident.

Présénting the report, Maridger of ActionAid
Bangladesh Nuzhat Jabin said 58.4 percent of the Rana
Plaza tragedy survivors are still traumatised while psycho-
logical condition of 37.3 percent others are not fully stable.

She said, the unemployment rate among the survivors
has gradually decreased in the last three years. The unem-
ployment rate was 92.5 percent in 2013, 73.7 percent in
2014, 55 percent in 2015 and 48.2 Contd on page-11- Col-4

Rana Plaza

Cont from page 12

percent in 2016, she noted. The survey shows that some 79
percent of the survivors now want to run own business for
their livelihood, while five percent want to switch their job
to other sectors from the garment sector and only five per-
cent of them still have interest in working in the garment
industry.

As per the report, the average monthly income of 76 per-
cent survivors was less than Tk 5,300 in 2015.

Chairman of Ain O Salish Kendra Hameeda Hossain
said the amount of'money the victims are getting as com-
pensation is not enough. The survivors should be given
support for a long for their recovery from physical and psy-
chological problems.

Additional Research Director of Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) Dr Khandaker Golam Moazzem said as
the compensation is being given in phases, the victims can
not utilise the money properly.

Country Director of ActionAid Bangladesh Farah Kabir
said, "Though three years have elapsed, the workers are
getting nothing other than financial assistance. As part of
compensation, we have to work in rehabilitating them
mentally, socially and financially," she said.
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338 per cent Rana Plaza

survivors traumatised
48 pc unemployed: Survey

Some 58 percent
survivors of deadly Rana
Plaza collapse incident are
still traumatised and 48
percent of them remain
unemployedevenafterthree
years of the tragedy. says a
survey repori of Actionaid.
reports UNB.

The findings of the survey
titled "Three Years Post Rana
Plaza: Challenges in RMG
Sector’ was revealed at the
city's Brac Centre Inn on

Saturday.

The survey was
conducted on 1.300
survivors, mostly aged

between 21 and 30, and
relatives of 500 readymade
garment workers who died
in the tragic incident.
Presenting the report,

Manager of ActionAid
Bangladesh Nuzhat Jabin
said 58.4 percentoftheRana
Plaza tragedy survivors are
still traumatised while
psychological condition of
37.3 percent others are not
fully stable.

She said the
unemployment rate among
the survivors has gradually
decreased in the last three
years. The unemployment
rate was 92.5 percent in
2013, 73.7 percent in 2014.
55 percentin 2015and 48.2
percent in 2016, she noted.

The survey shows that
some 79 percent of the

. survivors now want to run

own business for their
livelihood. while five percent
want to switch their job to

Rana Plaza
From Page-16 Col. 7

Dialogue (CPB) Dr
Khandaker GolamMoazzem
sdid as the compensation ig
being given in phases, the
victims can not utilise thé
money properly.
Country Director of
ActionAid- Bangladesh
Farah Kabir said. “Though
three years have elapsed.
the workers are getting
nothing other than financial
assistance. As part of
compensation, -we have to
work in rehabilitating them
mentally, socially and
financially." she said.

other sectors from the
garment sector and only five
percent of them still have
interest in working in the
garment industry.

As per the report. the
average monthly income of
76 percent survivors was
less than Tk 5.300 in 2015.

Chairman of Ain O Salish
Kendra Hameeda Hossain
said the amount of money
the victiflns are getting as
compensation is  not
enough. The survivors
should be given support for
along fortheirrecovery from
physical and psychoiog:cal
problems.

Additional Research
Director of Centre for Policy
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