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No hurdles to SEZs No hurdles to SEZs 'after

'after three years'

FERepOMt e Kamal trashes
Planning Minister AHM .

Mustafa Kamal said on Clalm Of

Thursday all barriers’ to § jnvestment

establishment of special eco- z

nomic zones (SEZs) would Stagnatlon

be over in the next 2-3 years.

His resolve came at a dialogue at the Brac Centre Inn in
the city.

Citizens' Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh organised the
dialogue titled 'Sustainable Development Goal-16 from
Bangladesh's Perspective: Challenges to Peace and
Security, Human Rights and Governance'.

The minister said: "We have undertaken a plan to set up
100 SEZs in the country. But we cannot provide electricity
and infrastructure for that. However, we will see (establish-
ment of) SEZs in 2-3 years."

He highlighted Bangladesh's limited resources by say-
ing, "the gas reserves will run out, unless we find out new
gas fields."

Referring to the government visions, Mr Kamal said
power generation would be raised to 24,000 megawatts in
2021 and 40,000 megawatts in 2041,

According to the Power Division, the country's present
installed generation capacity is 14,539 megawatts.

"If that (projected increase in gas generation) happens, there
will be no physical barrier to investment," the minister said.

He, however, disagreed with private sector representa-
tives' claims that investment reached a point of stagnation.
He referred to Bangladesh Bank's projection of 16.5 per cent

Continued to page 7 Col. 6

Continued from page 1 col. 8

growth in credit flow to the
private sector during this
July-December period.

Planning Commission
Member - Shamsul Alam,
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) trustee and former
finance minister M Sye-
duzzaman, former advisors
to carctaker government
Syed Manzur Elahi and
Hossain Zillur Rahman,
SUJAN Secretary Badiul
Alam ‘Majumdar, Nijera
Kori Coordinator Khushi
Kabir, Bangladesh Women
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry's Selima Ahmad
and Sanjeeb Drong of
Bangladesh  Indigenous
People's Forum also spoke.

Citizens' Platform Coor-
dinator and CPD Distin-
guished Fellow Debapriya
Bhattacharya moderated
the dialogue while Profes-
sor Emeritus Anisuzzaman
chaired it. CPD Research
Fellow Towfiqul Islam
Khan  presented  the
keynote paper.

Discussants highlighted.
different  barriers  to
Bangladesh's achievement
of the goal no. 16, 'Peace,
justice and Strong Institu-
tions'.

The goal targets promo-
tion of peaceful and inclu-
sive societies for sustain-
able development, access
to justice for all and effec-
tive, accountable and inclu-
sive institutions at all lev-
els.

Mr Manzur Elahi identi-
fied lack of necessary
infrastructures, a sluggish
investment situation, low
productivity of
Bangladeshi workers, high
bank rates and corruption
as deterrents to achieve-
ment of economic growth
and SDGs.

"No SEZ has been estab-
lished even three years
after enactment of a law (to
this effect)... It is said
labour is cheap here. But
most of the labourers are

“unskilled... How industries

will be set up 'if there is
huge dearth of skilled man-
power," he said.

* The industrialist also
suggested creation of more
jobs and elimination of cor-
ruption for attainment of
SDGs. '

Hossain  Zillur ‘said
empowerment of institu-
tions at the grassroots,
establishment of rule of
law, proper utilisation of
the youth force and elimi-
nation of corruption are the
key to attainment of the
Goal 16.

Badiul Alam Majumdar
observed that most of the
goals are linked to the
grassroots level institutions
and said people's 'direct
and effective' involvement
in the process can greatly
help in achieving them.

Sanjeeb Drong said the

_rights of the marginal peo-

ple would have to be pro-
tected for attainment of the

‘goals.

In his speech as the chief
guest, the planning minis-
ter said 100 per cent of the
government procurement
would be done through
electronic tendering from
December next td combat
corruption. '

Mr Kamal said reforms
at different levels were
needed to put an end. to cor-
ruption. "Corruption will
halve automatically, if we
can implement reform pro-
grammes."

Mr Kamal said the gov-
ernment would work with
all stakeholders to achieve
the SDGs.

Friendship founder Runa
Khan, Dipankar Roy of
Bangladesh Bureau of Sta-
tistics, Jyoti F Gomes of
Notre Dame University,
Dhaka University's devel-
opment studies teacher
Kazi Maruful Islam, rights
activist Maleka Begum and
Kajal Debnath of
Bangladesh Hindu-Bud-
dhist-Christian ~ Unity
Council also took part in
the discussion.

Formation of Citizens'
Platform for SDGs, a
multi-stakeholder forum,
was agnounced on June 19.

ts-objectiverwas to xon-
tribute to effective and effi-
cient implementation of
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in
Bangladesh and enhance
accountability in  its
process.

rahmansrdk@gmail.com
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Thrust on comprehensive
strategy to implement SDGs

Business Correspondent

Experts and prominent citizens at a dia-
logue in the capital on Thursday stressed
the need for formulating a comprehen-
sive indigenous strategy with the coordi-
nated efforts of policymakers and civil
seciety members for successful imple-
mentation of the  Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Good gevernance, building democratic
institutions, enhancing institutional
capacity, strengthening local government
bodies and checking corruption and cre-
ating employment for the implementa-
tion of the SDGs by 2030, were also identi-
fied as the other major challenges.

'Citizen's  Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh', an initiative that includes
over 30 civil society organisations aiming
to contribute to the delivery of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
organised the dialogue at BRAC Centre
Inn. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) is
working as the secretariat of the platform.

Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal,
senior secretary and member General
Economics Division (GED) Planning
Commission Prof Dr Shamsul Alam, for-
mer Advisers to Caretaker Governments
Syed Manzur Elahi, and Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman, Nijera Kori Coordinator Khushi
Kabir, Sujan General Secretary Dr Badiul

~Alam Majumder, also spoke among others
at the event presided over by educationist
Prof Anisuzzaman in the chair.

CPD research fellow Towfiqul Islam
Khan presented the keynote paper while
Citizens' Platform convener and CPD dis-
tinguished fellow Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya moderated the programme.
The dialogue mainly focused on Goal 16
as it was included in the SDGs to promote

just, peaceful and inclusive societies. ~

Dr Anisuzzaman said it is necessary to
take coordinated efforts by both the gov-
ernment and citizens to implement the
SDGs.

He hoped that the 'Citizens' Platfor:
for SDGs, Bangladesh' will help the gov-
ernment implement the SDGs with thei-
views and participation. =

Though there are differences of opin-
ions about the perception of good gover-
nance, the noted educationist said demo-
cratic institutions must be built properly
strengthening the local government bod-
ies to implement the SDGs.

Mustafa Kamal said their government is
taking all-out steps to implement the
SDGs before the stipulated timeline with
the constructive engagement of citizens
and well-thought-out plans.

- "We've got eight awards by successfully
implementing the MDGs. We'll now try to
get 17 awards by implementing the 17
SDGs... I'm confident, we'll be able to

implement the SDGs before 2030, even if

we don't get foreign assistance,” he
added.

The minister said their government has
a target to build a knowledge-based socie-
ty in Bangladesh by 2030. "We're sincerely
working in this regard."

Referring to youths' involvement in
extremism, he said, "We must enhance
the quality of our education and motivate
them to engage in constructive works and
create employment opportunities to over-
come the problem."

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman said it is very
encouraging that both the government
and civil society members are serious
about implementing the SDGs from the
very beginning.

He thinks the rule of law, enhancing the
capacity of institutions and the availabili-
ty of information are vital elements for the
timely implementation of the SDGs.

Syed Manzur Elahi said creating jobs

‘and enhancing skills of human resources

and increasing investment are the main
challenges to implement the SDGs.
"Around 14 lakh people, including 90 per-
cent unskilled ones, join the manpower

market every year."
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Creating perception of rule
of law key to attaining SDGs

Speakers at a dialogue of citizens’ platform

Infusing people with the perception that rule of
law is prevailing in the country would be the key
to establishing peace in the society as well as
achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs),
speakers at a dialogue of citizen platform said
Thursday.

Curbing widespread corruption, reversing
marginalisation process in politics, freedom of
speech, stoking investment and job creation and
creating congenial atmosphere for flourishing po-
tentials of the youth will play the catalyst role for
the country’s future development they said.

‘Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh’, an
initiative that includes over 30 civil society organ-
isations aiming to contribute to the delivery of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), arranged
the dialogue at Brac Centre Inn. Centre for Policy

o

- s e

the SDGs with their views and participation.

Though there are differences of opinions
about the perception of good governance, the not-
ed educationist said democratic institutions must
be built properly strengthening the local govern-
ment bodies to implement the SDGs.

He emphasised building a corruption free-soci-
ety, saying many good initiatives turn futile only
because of corruption. “We should also take prop-
er steps for ensuring human rights, justice and the
rule of law. It won’t be possible to reach the desired
goal without eradicating poverty and generating
employment.”

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman said the rule of law,
enhancing the capacity of institutions and the
availability of,information are vital elements for
the timely implementation of the SDGs.

To ensure the rule of law, the former caretaker
government adviser said the government should
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Dr Debaprtya Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow of Centre for Policy Dlalogue (CPD), speaks at
a dialogue on ‘Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh’, at Brac Centre Inn in the capital on
Thursday.

Dialogue (CPD) is acting as the secretariat of the
platform.

The dialogue mainly focused on Goal 16 as it
was included in the SDGs to promote just, peace-
ful and inclusive societies.

Prominent citizens and development experts
identified ensuring good governance, building
democratic institutions, enhancing institutional
capacity, strengthening local government bodies
and checking corruption and creating employ-
ment as major challenges for Bangladesh to imple-
ment the SDGs by 2030.

Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal,
Member of General Economics Division (GED),
Planning Commission Prof Dr Shamsul Alam, ex-
caretaker government advisers Syed Manzur
Elahi, and Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman, Nijera Kori
coordinator Khushi Kabir; Sujan general secre-
tary Dr Badiul Alam Majumder, among others,
spoke at the programme held with eminent citi-
zen Prof Anisuzzaman in the chair.

CPD research fellow Towfiqul Islam Khan pre-
sented the keynote paper while Citizens’ Platform
convener and CPD distinguished fellow Dr De-
bapriya Bhattacharya moderated the programme.

Dr Anisuzzaman said it is necessary to take co-
ordinated efforts by both the government and cit-
izens to implement the SDGs.

He hoped that the ‘Citizens’ Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh’ will help the government implement

give the opposition and those hold alternative
views a space to express their opinions alongside
refraining from imposing public representatives
at various levels, including union parishad, from
the centre as happened during the recent local
body polls. He suggested evaluating the merits
and skills instead of political affiliation in govern-
ment jobs for enhancing institutional capability.

Referring to recent violence and extremism in
the country, Dr Zillur said, “Political parties and
common people will have to come forward with
united efforts to solve the problem.”

He also urged the government to be aware of
illogical public expenditure as it helps give cor-
ruption an institutional recognition.

Syed Manzur Elahi said creating jobs and en-
hancing skills of human resources and increasing
investment are the main challenges to implement
the SDGs. “Around 14 lakh people, including 90
percent unskilled ones, join the manpower market
every year.” The planning minister said their gov-
ernment is taking all-out steps to implement the
SDGs before the stipulated timeline with the con-
structive engagement of citizens and well-
thought-out plans.

“We've got eight awards by successfully imple-
menting the MDGs. We'll now try to get 17 awards
by implementing the 17 SDGs. I'm confident, we’ll
be able to implement the SDGs before 2030, even if
we don't get foreign assistance,” he added.
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‘Comprehensive strategy
to implement SDGs’

»Staff Correspondent

Comprehensive home-
grown strategy with the
coordinated efforts of poli-
cymakers and civil society
members for successful
implementation of the
SDGs, experts and promi-
nent citizens at a dialogue

in Dhaka  Thursday
stressed.

They also’ identified
some challenges like

ensuring good governance,
building democratic instiz
tutions, enhancing institu-
tional capacity, strength=
ening local government
bodies and checking cor-
ruption and creating
employment for the imple-
mentation of the SDGs by
2030. 'Citizen's Platform
for SDGs, Bangladesh', an
initiative that includes
over 30 civil society organ-
isations aiming to con-
tribute to the delivery of
the Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), arranged the dia-
logue at Brac Centre Inn.
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) is acting as the sec-
retariat of the platform.
Planning Minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal, senior
secretary and member
General Economics
Division (GED) Planning
Commission Prof Dr
Shamsul Alam, ex-care-

taker government advisers
Syed Manzur Elahi, and
Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman, Nijera Kori coor-
dinator Khushi Kabir,
Sujan general secretary Dr
Badiul Alam Majumder,
among others, spoke at the
programme held with emi-
nent citizen Prof
Anisuzzaman in the chair.

CPD research fellow
Towfiqul Islam Khan pre-
sented the keynote paper
while Citizens' Platform
convener and CPD distin-
guished fellow Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya
moderated the pro-
gramme. The dialogue
mainly focused on Goal 16
as it was included in the
SDGs to promote just,
peaceful and inclusive
societies. Dr Anisuzzaman
said it is necessary to take
coordinated efforts by
both the government and
citizens to implement the
SDGs. He hoped that the
'Citizens' Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh' will
help the government
implement the SDGs with
their views and participa-
tion.

Though there are differ-
ences of opinions about
the perception of good
governance, the noted
educationist said demos
cratic institutions must be
built properly strengthen-

ing the local government
bodies to implement the
SDGs. He emphasised
building a corruption free-
society, saying many good
initiatives turn futile only
because of corruption.
"We should also take prop-
er steps for ensuring
human rights, justice and
the rule of law...it won't be
possible to reach the
desired goal without eradi-
cating poverty and gener-
ating employment."

Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman said it is very
encouraging that both the
government and civil soci-
ety members are serious
about implementing the
SDGs from the very begin-
ning. He thinks the rule of
law, enhancing the capaci-
ty of institutions and the
availability of information
are vital elements for the
timely implementation of
the SDGs.

To ensure the rule of
law, the former caretaker
government adviser said
the government should
give the opposition and
those hold alternative
views a space to express
their opinions alongside
refraining from imposing
public representatives at
various levels, including
union parishad, from the
centre as happened during
the recent local body polls.
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Country on wrong side of SDG 16 targets

Staff Correspondent

"BANGLADESH is lagging
behind most countries on in-
dicators of freedom of expres-
sion, political stability, rule of
law, control of corruption and
the country requires coordi-
nated efforts fulfill Sustain-
able Development Goal 16 of
ensuring peace, stability, hu-
man rights and effective gov-
ernance in the country, said
speakers at a programme on
Thursday.

Achievement of SDG 16
calls for active engagement
of the non-government and
civil society organisations
along with the government,
thev said at the dialogue on
'SDG 16 in the Bangladesh
Context: Peace and Security,
Human Rights and Govern-

ance' in the capital.

The programme was or-
ganised by the Citizen's Plat-
form for SDGs, Bangladesh.

The SGD 16 targets in-
clude promote peaceful and
inclusive societies for sustain-
able development, provide
access to justice for all and
build effective, accountable
institutions at all levels.

The indicators of SDG 16
include significant reduction
of all forms of violence and re-
lated death rates everywhere,
end of abuse, exploitation,
trafficking and all forms of
violence against and torture
of children, by 2030.

Promote rule of law at the
national and international
levels and ensure equal ac-
cess to justice for all, sub-
stantially reduce corrup-

tion and bribery in all their
forms, develop effective,
accountable and transpar-
ent institutions at all levels,
ensure responsive, inclusive,
participatory and representa-
tive decision-making at all
levels, provide legal identity
for all, including birth regis-
tration, by 2030.

Planning minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal said that
Bangladesh will succeed in
achieving the SDGs like it
succeeded in achieving Mil-
lennium Development Goals.
‘We will do everything to
achieve SDGs but it is true
the government will not be
able to achieve it alone and
we will need constructive en-
gagement of all,’ he said.

Centre for Policy Dialogue
research fellow Towfiqul Is-
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Citizen's Platform for SDGs Bangladesh holds a discussion on peace and security, human rights

and good governance at BRAC Centre Inn in Dhaka on Thursday.

— New Age photo

lam Khan in his presentation
said that Bangladesh lagged
behind many countries in in-
dicators of good governance,
ease of doing business and
competitiveness.

Towfiqul, quoting World-
wide Governance Indicators,
said in 2014 Bangladesh
ranked 171 in the indicator of
regulatory quality, 170 in the
two indicators —political sta-
bility and absence of violence
and control of corruption, it
ranked 164 in the government
effectiveness indicator, 155 in
rule of law indicator and 138
in the indicator of voice and
accountability, out of 209
countries.

Bangladesh finished in
the 174th position out of 189
countries in the Doing Busi-
ness Index 2016 and it ranked
107 out of 140 countries in
the Global Competitiveness
Report.

Worldwide Governance
Indicators and Doing Busi-
ness Index are prepared by
World Bank while Global
Competitiveness Report is
published by the World Eco-
nomic Forum.

Former advisor to the care-
taker government and econo-
mist Hossain Zillur Rahman
said it is a matter of concern
that corruption is making in-
stitutions weak. Absence of
rule of law and various forms
of violence in the country
have created punic among the
countrymen.

Citizenys Platform for SDGs
convenor, Debapriva Bhat-
tacharya, conducted the dia-
logue.
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Citizen's Platform for Sustainable Development Goals, Bangladesh, organised a
dialogue at the Brac Centre Inn in the city on Thursday. Among others, Planning
Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal took part in the dialogue. B NN photo

Dialogue on joint strategy
to implement SDGs urged

UNB, Dhaka

Experts and prominent citizens at a dialogue here on
Thursday stressed the need for formulating a comprehen-
sive homegrown strategy with the coordinated efforts of
policymakers arid civil society members for successful
implementation of the SDGs.

They also identified some challenges like ensuring good
governance, building demogratic institutions, enhancing
institutional capacity, strengthening local government
bodies and checking corruption and creating employment
for the implementation Contd on page-11- Col-3

Dialogue
Coht from page 12

of the SDGs by 2030.
'Citizen's Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh', an ini-
tiative that includes over 30
civil society organisations
aiming to contribute to the
delivery of the Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), arranged the dia-
logue at Brac Centre Inn.
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) is acting as the secre-
tariat of the platform.

Planning Minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal, senior secre-
tary and member General
Economics Division (GED)
Planning Commission Prof
Dr Shamsul Alam, ex-care-
taker government advisers
Syed Manzur Elahi, and Dr
Hossain Zillur = Rahman,
Nijera Kori Coordinator
Khushi Kabir, Sujan General
Secretary Dr Badiul Alam
Majumder, among others,
spoke at the programme held
with eminent citizen Prof
Anisuzzaman in the chair.
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Dialogue seeks comprehensive
strategy to implement SDGs

Experts and prominent
citizens at a dialogue here
on Thursday stressed the
need for formulating a
comprehensive homegrown

slrategy with the
coordinated efforts of
policymakers and civil
society members for

successiul implementation
ol the SDGs. reports UNB.
They also identilied some
challenges like ensuring
good governance. building
democratic  institulions.
enhancing  institutional
capacity. strengthening
local government bodies
and checking corruption
and creating employment
for the implementation of
the SDGs by 2030.
‘Citizen's Platforimr for
SDGs. Bangladesh’, an
initiative that includes over
30 civil society
organisations aiming to
contribute to the delivery of
the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs).

arranged the dialogue at
Brac Centre Inn. Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) is

acting as the secretariat of

the platform.
Planning _Minister AHM

Mustafa Kamal, senior
secretary and member
General Economics
Division (GED) Planning
Commission Prof Dr
Shamsul Alam. .ex-
caretaker government
advisers Syed Manzur

Elahi, and Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman. Nijera Kori
coordinator Khushi Kabir.
Sujan general secretary Dr
Badiul Alam Majumder,
among others. spoke at the
programme held with
eminent  citizen  Prof
Anisuzzaman in the chair.

CPD research fellow
Towfiqul Islam  Khan
presentedthe keynote paper
while Citizens™ Platform
convener and CPD
distinguished fellow Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya
moderated the programme.
Thedialogue mainly focused
onGoal 16asitwasincluded
inthe SDGs to promote just,
peaceful and inclusive
societies.

Dr Anisuzzaman said it is
necessary Lo lake

coordinated efforts by both
the governmentanditizens
to implement the SDGs.
He hoped that Lhe
‘Citizens’Platlorm[or SDGs.
Bangladesh™ will help Lthe
government implement the
SDGs with their views and

participation.

Though ihere are
differences of opinions
about the perception ofgood
governance, the noted
educationist said
democratic institutions
st be built properly
strengthenmg  the  local
government  bodies Lo

implement the SDGs.

He emphasised building
a corruption [ree-society.
sayingmany good initiatives
turn futile only hecause of
corruption. *We should also
take proper sleps for
ensuring human rights.
justiceandtheruleoflaw...it
won't be possible to reach
the desired goal without
eradicating poverty and
generating employment.”

Lis Hossain Zillur
Rahman said it is very
encouraging that both the
government and civil society
members are serious aboul
implementing the SDGs
from the very beginning.

He thinks the rule ol law.
enhancing the capacity of
institutions and  the
availability of information
are vital elemments for the
timely implementation of
the SDGs.

To ensure the rule of law,
the former caretaker
governmentadvisersaid the
government should give the
opposition and those hold
alternative views a space to

express their opinions
alongside refraining from
imposing publie

representatives at various
levels, including union
parishad. from the centre
as happened during the
recent local body polls.

He suggested evalualing
the merits and skills instead
ol political affiliation in

government  jobs  for
enhancing institutional
capability.

Referring ~ Lo recent

violence and extremism in
the country. Dr Zillur said.

“Political  parties and
coinmon people will have to
come forward with united
effortstosolve the problem.”
He also wurged the
government to be aware of
illogical public expenditure
as it helps give corruption
aninstitutional recognition.
Syed Manzur Elahi said
creatingjobsandenhancing
skills ol huwman resources
and increasing investiment
are the main challenges 1o
implement  the  Shtis
“Around 14 lakh people.
including 90 - percent
unskilled ones. join the
manpower markel every
vear.” Mustlafa Kamal said
Lheir government is taking

- all-oul steps to implement

the SDGs , belore the
stipulated timeline with the
constructive engagement of
cilizens and well-thought-
oul plans..

“We've got eight awards
by successfully
implementing the MDGs.
we'll now try to get 17
awardsbyimplementingthe
17 SDGs... I'm confidenl.
we'll be able to implement
the SDGs before 2030. even
il we don't get foreign
assistance.” he added.

The minister.said their
government has a target to
build a knowledge-based
society in Bangladesh by
2030. “We're sincerely
working in this regard.”

Referring to youths’
involvement in extremisim,
he said. "We must enhance
the quality of our education
andmotivate themloengage
in constructive works and
create employment
opportunities to overcome
the problem.”

Hesaiditisalsonecessary
to bring the youths to the
right track with love and

proper action plan for
ensuring  peace  and
prosperily. “We've to finc

oul the way to win their
hearts and close the gap
with them.”
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Comprehensive strategy sought
to implement SDGs

Experts and prominent citizens at a
dialogue yesterday stressed the need for
formulating a comprehensive homegrown
strategy with the coordinated efforts of poli-
cymakers and civil society members for
successful implementation of the SDGs,
reports UNB.

They also identified some challenges like
ensuring good governance, building demo-
cratic institutions, enhancing institutional
capacity, strengthening local government
bodies and checking corruption and creat-
ing employment for the implementation of
the SDGs by 2030.

‘Citizen’s Platform for SDGs, Bang]adesh
an initiative thatincludes over 30 civil society
organisations aiming to contribute to the
delivery of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), arranged the dialogue at Brac
Centre Inn. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
is acting as the secretariat of the platform.

Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal,
senior secretary and member General
Economics Division (GED) Planning
Commission Prof Dr Shamsul Alam, ex-
caretaker governmentadvisers Syed Manzur
Elahi, and Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman, Nijera
Kori coordinator Khushi Kabir, Sujan general
secretary Dr Badiul Alam Majumder,
among others, spoke at the programme
held with eminent citizen Prof A]usuzzaman
in the chair.

CPD research fellow Towfiqul Islam Khan

presented the keynote paper while Citizens'-

Platform convener and CPD distinguished
fellow Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya moder-
ated the programme. The dialogue mainly
focused on Goal 16 as it was included in the
SDGs to promote just, peaceful and inclu-
sive societies.

Dr Anisuzzaman said it is necessary to
take coordinated efforts by both the govern-
ment and citizens to implement the SDGs.
He hoped that the ‘Citizens’ Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh’ will help the govern-
ment implement the SDGs with their views
and participation.

Though there are differences of opinions
about the perception of good governance,

Debapriya Bhattacharya, convener, Citizen's Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh
and CPD distinguished fellow, speaks at a dlalogue on SDGs at the Brac

Centre Inn in the capital yesterday.

the noted educationist said democratic
institutions must be built properly strength-
ening the local government bodies to imple-
ment the SDGs. 3

He emphasised building a corruption

free-society, saying many good initiatives .

turn futile only because of corruption. "We
should also take proper steps for ensuring
human rights, justice and the rule of law. it
won't be possible to reach the desired goal
without eradicating poverty and generat-
ing employment.”

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman said it is very
encouraging that both the government and
civil society members are serious about
implementing the SDGs from the very
beginning.

He thinks the rule of law, enhancing the
capacity of institutions and the availabili-
ty of information are vital elements for the
timely implementation of the SDGs.

To ensure the rule of law, the former care-
taker government adviser said the govern-
ment should give the opposition and those
hold alternative views a space to express
their opinions alongside refraining from

£t =i b 4X INDEPENDENT PHOTO

imposing public representatives at various
levels, including union parishad, from the
centre as happened during the recent local
body polls.

He suggestéd evaluating the merits and
skills instead of political affiliation in govern-
ment jobs for enhancing institutional capa-
bility. Referring to recent violence and
extremism in the country, Dr Zillur said,
“Political parties and common people will
have to come forward with united efforts
to solve the problem.” He also urged the
government to be aware of illogical public
expenditure as it helps give corruption an
institutional recognition.

Syed Manzur Elahi said creating jobs and
enhancing skills of human resources and
increasing investment are the main chal-
lenges to implement the SDGs. "Around 14
lakh people, including 90 percent unskilled
ones, join the manpower market every year.”
Mustafa Kamal said their government is
taking all-out steps toimplement the SDGs
before the stipulated timeline with the
constructive engagement of citizens and
well-thought-out plans.
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Dialogue seeks comprehensive
strategy to implement SDGs

® Staff Correspondent

Experts and prominent citizens
at a dialogue here on Thursday
stressed’ the need for formulat-
ing a comprehensive home-
grown strategy with the coordi-
nated efforts of policymakers
and civil society members for
successful implementation of
the SDGs.

They also identified some
challenges like ensuring good
governance, building democrat-
ic institutions, enhancing insti-
tutional capacity, strengthening
local government bodies and
checking corruption and creat-
ing employment for the imple-

mentation of the SDGs by 2030.

'Citizen's Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh', an initiative that
includes over 30 civil society
organisations aiming to con-
tribute to the delivery of the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), arranged the dialogue at
Brac Centre Inn. Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) is acting
as the secretariat of the plat-
form. Planning Minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal, senior secretary
and member General
Economics Division (GED)
Planning Commission Prof Dr

Shamsul Alam, ex-caretaker gov
»» CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Dialogue seeks

»» CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
ernment advisers Syed
Manzur Elahi, and Dr
Hossain Zillur Rahman,
Nijera Kori coordinator
Khushi Kabir, Sujan general
secretary Dr Badiul Alam
Majumder, among others,
spoke at the programmie
held with eminent citizen

Prof Anisuzzaman in the §

chair. CPD research fellow

gul Islam Khan pre-
sented the keynote paper
while Citizens' Platform con-
vener and CPD distin ished
fellow Dr apriya
Bhattacharya moderated the
programme. The dialogue
mainly focused on Goal 16 as
it was included in the SDGs
to promote just, peaceful
and inclusive societies.

Dr Anisuzzaman said it is
necessary to take coordinat-
ed efforts by both the gov-
ernment and citizens to
implement the SDGs.

He hoped that the
'Citizens' Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh' will help

rmment implement the:
DGs with their views and
particigation. Though there
are differences of opinions
about the perception of good
governance, the noted edu-
cationist said democratic
institutions must be built
Froperly strengthening the
cal government bodies to
implement the SDGs.

the -

He emphasised building a
corruption free-society, say-
ing many good initiatives
turn futile only because of
corruption. "We should also
take proper steps for ensur-
ing human rights, justice and
the rule of law...it won't be
possible to reach the desired
oal without eradicating
poverty and generating
employment." Dr Hossain
Zillur Rahman said it is very
encouraging that both the
government and civil society
members are serious about
gnplegentingb the SDgs

om the very beginning. He
thinks the rule of glaw,
enhancing the capacity of
institutions ‘and the avail-
ability of information are

vitall elements forftl&le timely
implementation of the
To gnsuitgthe rule Oila{me

fotmer ‘daretakér“* ov?ﬂ?

ment adviser said
ernment’ should gwe the
:}Jpositicm ‘and those hold
ternative views a space to
express their opinions along-
side refraining from impas-
ing public representatives at
various levels, including
union parishad, from the
centre as happened during
the recent local body olls.
He suggested evaluatin
the merits and skills.instea
of political affiliation in gov-

ernment jobs for enhancing
institutional capability.
Referring to recent vio-
lence and extremism in the
country, Dr Zillur said,
"Political parties and com-
mon people will have to

The minister said their
overnment has a target to
uild a knowledge-based
society in Bangladesh by
2030. "We're sincerely work-
ing in this regard." Referring
to youths' involvement in
come forward with united extremism, he said, "We
efforts to solve the problem." must enhance the quality of
He also urged the govern- our education and motivate
ment to be aware of illogical them to engage in construc-
public expenditure as it tive works and create
helps give corruption an employment opportunities
institutional recognition. to overcome the problem.”

Syed Manzur Elahi said He said itis also necessary to
creating jobs and enhancing bring the youths to the right
skills of human resources track with love and proper
and increasing investment action plan for ensuring
are the main chal]enges to peace and prosperity. "We've
implement the ° SDGs. to find out the way to win
"Around 14 lakh people, their hearts and close the
including 90  percent gap with them."
unskilled ones, join the man-
power market every year."

Mustafa Kamal said their
government is taking all-out
steps to implement the SDGs
before the stipulated time-
line with the constructive
epiagement of citizens and

thought-out plans.

"We've got eight awards by
suCcessﬁEly lmplememmg
the MDGs. We'll now try to
get 17 awards by 1mplemeut-
ing the 17 SDGs... I'm confi-
dent, we'll be able to imple-
ment the SDGs before 2030,
even if we don't Eet foreign
assistance," he ad
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