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Finance Minister AMA
Muhith, officials of
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies
(BIDS) and business
daily Bonik Barta Editor
Dewan Hanif Mahmud,
left, present his portrait
to eminent economist
and freedom fighter
Rehman Sobhan,
second right, in a special
ceremony at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel in
Dhaka yesterday. BIDS
and the Bonik Barta
organised the event

to celebrate Rehman
Sobhan’s illustrated
career

RAJIB DHAR

DhakaTribune
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Prof Rehman Sobhan receives a citation from BIDS Director General KAS Murshid, right, and Bonik Barta Editor Dewan
Hanif Mahmud, /eft, while Finance Minister AMA Mubhith and Prof Sobhan's wife Prof Rounaq Jahan look on, during a

programme at Sonargaon hotel in the capital Thursday night. Bangla daily Bonik Barta and the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) felicitated the economist for his contribution to nation building. PHOTO: COLLECTED
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Speakers tell event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Politicians, economists,
and civil society members
yesterday praised Prof
Rehman Sobhan as an
inspirational figure and
pro-people economist and
recalled his contribution
to nation building.

They said his projection
on the economic disparity
between the two parts of
Pakistan had inspired the
young generation to fight
against the inequality anu
wage a struggle that led to
Bangladesh's independ-
ence from West Pakistan
in 1971.

The words of apprecia-
tion came at a programme
where the economist was
felicitated by Bangla daily
Bonik Barta and think-tank
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies
(BIDS).

It was held at Sonargaon
hotel in the capital
Thursday night.

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith said Prof Sobhan
fought against the eco-
nomic disparity in the two
parts of Pakistan. As a
young university teacher, he
inspired his students
through his writings,
Mubhith said.

The minister said Sobhan
was a member of the panel
of economists to review
the Third and Fourth Five
Year Plans of Pakistan,
which he still used.

Planning Minister AHM
Mustafa Kamal said Prof
Sobhan was a source of
inspiration for them. “He is
a living legend.”

Eminent lawyer and
politician Dr Kamal
Hossain narrated the story

of how Prof Sobhan
. SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

became well known for his writings on
the economic disparity between the
eastern and western parts of Pakistan,
in 1961.

Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister
Rashed Khan Menon, who was also a
student of Prof Sobhan, said they were
highly inspired by him.

Wahiduddin Mahmud, former =
professor of economics at Dhaka
University, said Prof Sobhan was a
not a traditional economist, but
rather he was a political, social and
pro-people economist.

In his speech, Prof Sobhan said
structural injustices created poverty.
Prevailing structural injustices,

such as unequal access to aséets,
unequal participation in the market,
unequal access to human develop-
ment and unjust governance, do not
empower the poor politically and
economically, he said.

Former finance minister M
Syeduzzaman, former minister
Moudud Ahmed, BIDS Director
General KAS Murshid and Bonik
Barta Editor Dewan Hanif Mahmud,
also spoke among others, at the
programme.

Prof Sobhan was educated at .
Cambridge University and began his
career at the Department of
Economics, Dhaka University'in 1957
and retired as professor in 1977.

He served as member of
Bangladesh Planning Commission,
member of the Advisory Council of
the President of Bangladesh in 1991,
and was in charge of the Ministry of
Planning and the Economic Relations
Division.

He is the founder and chairman of
the think tank Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD).

Prof Sobhan has published 27
bdoks, 15 research monographs, and
40 articles in professional jouinals.



Finance Minister AMA
Muhith, officials of
Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies
(BIDS) and business
daily Bonik Barta Editor
Dewan Hanif Mahmud,
left, present his portrait
to eminent economist
and freedom fighter
Rehman Sobhan,
second right, in a special
ceremony at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel in
Dhaka yesterday. BIDS
and the Bonik Barta
organised the event

to celebrate Rehman
Sobhan’s illustrated
career

RAJIB DHAR
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