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The present study on Estimating Women’s Contribution to the Economy: the Case of Bangladesh conducted
by the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), estimates women'’s unaccounted work in monetary terms and
compares with the gross domestic product (GDP) of the country. The study is based on a comprehensive
survey of 13,640 individuals aged 15 years and above. Of these 8,320 are female and 5,320 are male
residing in 5,670 households (HHs) located in 378 primary sampling units (PSUs) across 64 districts of the
country. Household members were interviewed through a detailed questionnaire. The HH survey was
conducted during March-May 2014.

NEW EVIDENCE ON WOMEN’S CONTRIBUTION TO BANGLADESH ECONOMY

Time Use for Unpaid (Non-SNA) Activities

= Time spent by a female person (aged 15 years and above) on non-SNA works is about three times
higher compared to a male person (aged 15 years and above).

= Onan average, a female person works about 7.7 hours on non-SNA activities on a typical day; in
contrast a male person works about 2.5 hours.

= This pattern is similar in both rural and urban areas.

Number of Unpaid (Non-SNA) Activities
= Onan average, a female member of a HH undertakes 12.1 non-SNA activities on a typical day - the
corresponding figure for a male HH member is only 2.7.

Valuation of Unpaid (Non-SNA) Activities

= Based on replacement cost (the shadow wage for similar type of work) method, the estimated value
of women’s unpaid non-SNA (household) works was equivalent to 76.8% of GDP (of FY2013-14).

=  According to the willingness to accept (for outside her own household) method, the corresponding
estimate was equivalent to 87.2% of GDP (of FY2013-14).

= These figures are 2.5 to 2.9 times higher than the income of women received from paid services
(estimated from this CPD survey).

RECOMMENDATIONS TO POLICYMAKERS

e Comprehensive Time Use Survey should be conducted by the BBS on a regular basis in order to show
the time use pattern of both men and women in various activities.

e The government should undertake policy reforms towards changing the estimation practice of SNA
so that women'’s unaccounted activities are reflected in the GDP.

e In doing so the government can form a committee consisting of economists, statisticians, gender
specialists, advocacy groups and relevant stakeholders who can give concrete input for developing
a methodology to include women'’s unaccounted contribution in the GDP.

e The government should undertake programmes which may contribute in decreasing the workload
of women in the household. For example, increased accessibility of drinking water, natural gas for
cooking and setting up of day care centres for children can reduce the workload and time of women.
This in turn can help them either to be engaged in the formal economy and make their contribution
to economy more visible or to have their own personal time.

e The government should take legal measures for eliminating wage discriminations against women in
all sectors. One of the reasons for lower contribution in the national economy by women is due to
lower wages of women. This will also make women’s economic contribution more appropriately
measurable.

The CPD research paper has been authored by Dr Fahmida Khatun, Research Director; Mr Towfiqul Islam
Khan, Research Fellow; and Ms Shahida Pervin, Research Associate, CPD. The study has been conducted in
collaboration with Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF).
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