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BIiDS CONFCE CONCLUDES
Experts link good governance to
uplift, upholding human rights

Staff Correspondent

Experts attending Bangladesh Journey, a two-
day conference, have linked good governance
to development and upholding human rights.

They also focused on major challenges for
the country's development, which include cor-
ruption, terrorist threat and growing religious
intolerance, climate change, rapid urbanisa-
tion and unemployment of the educated peo-
ple. The conference, organised by Bangladesh
Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) at the
Bangabandhu International Conference
Centre in the capital, concluded on Sunday.

It was divided into several sessions which
were attended, among others, by economists,
business leaders, human rights activists,
researchers and social workers.

Sultana Kamal, a prominent human rights
activist and former adviser to a caretaker gov-
ernment, said good governance is needed to
uphold human rights and dignity.

"Development would be futile without free-
dom and security," she told the conference,
presided over by BIDS Director General KAS
Murshid. Sultana also underscored the need
for ensuring gender equality.

Dr Binayak Sen, research director at BIDS,
made a presentation on the theme of the con-
ference.

Sen illustrated the relations between gover-
nance and growth, human development and
governance, development and democracy and
impact of wealth inequality on governance and
political competitions.

Good governance is pre-requisite to devel-
opment of a country, he said, pointing to the
hidden connections between economic

progress and political regression.

He further focused on the newly emerged
middle class of Bangladesh, whose earnings at
present are between $1 and $2 a day. "Without
integration of political and civil society, we can-
not ensure an enlightened society," he added.

Badiul Alam Majumdar, secretary of
Sushaner Jonya Nagorik (Sujan), a non-govern-
mental organization, said while attempting to
control chaos, situations of the likes that
unfolded in Afghanistan should be averted.

"The elements that helped the Taliban rise -
stolen election, corruption and lack of oppor-
tunities for the common people - are already
prevalent in Bangladesh," he also said.

Dr Mirza Azizul Islam, a former adviser to a
caretaker government, said the country lacks
quality education and services in the health
sector although the government has fared well
in both the sectors. "But if we look carefully, we
will see that much of people's income goes to
health expenditure,” Islam, also a renowned
economist, said. The BIDS DG said,
"Bangladesh's development now faces five
challenges like corruption, terrorist threat and
growing religious intolerance, climate change,
rapid urbanisation and unemployment of the
educated people."

Abdul Matlub Ahmad, FBCCI President, and
Salman F Rahman, former chief of this apex
trade body, Dr Farashuddin, ex-governor of
Bangladesh Bank, Dr Mustafizur Rahman,
Executive Director of Centre for policy
Dialogue (CPD), Dr. Ahsan H. Mansur,
Executive Director of Policy Research Institute
of Bangladesh, and Zahid Hussain lead econo-
mist at the World Bank Dhaka office, also spoke
at the conference.
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