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Institutional mechanism
required for pvt sectors

Analysts say at a dialogue on the role of private sector in implementing SDGs in BD

» Staff Correspondent

Analysts said that cre-
ation of an educated insti-
tutional mechanism is
required to consult pri-
vate sectors in Bangladesh
for achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by 2030,
the new development tar-
gets set by the United
Nations.

They also suggested to
double domestic
resources to achieve the 17
SDGs, as 82% of the
investment in Millennium
Development Goals
(MDGs) was done by the
Bangladesh government.
Analysts made the sugges-
tions at a dialogue on "The
role of private sector in
implementing Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) in Bangladesh",
jointly organized by the
Metropolitan Chambers
of  Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) and
Citizen's Platform for
SDG's, Bangladesh at
MCCI conference room on
Sunday at 10:00am.

Convener of Citizen's
platform for SDG's,
Bangladesh Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya was in the
chair while MCCI
President Syed Nasim
Manzur moderated the
dialogue. State Minister
for Finance and Planning

M A Mannan as the chief
guest and first Vice-
President of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) Md
Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin
as the special guest were
presented, while former
President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI), also
Vice-Chairman of New

State Minister for Finance a
addressing SDGs implementation organized by MCCI.

Age Group Asif Ibrahim
presented the keynote
paper at the dialogue.
Managing Director and
Chief Executing Officer of
Green Delta Insurance,
Farzana Chowdhury and
former DCCI President
Abul Kasem Khan were
the designated discus-
sants, while executive
director of Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD) Dr
Mustafizur Rahman,
additional research direc-
tor Dr Khondaker Golam

Moazzem and executive
director of Manusher
Jonno Foundation Shahin
Anam spoke among oth-
ers at the program.

While addressing the
program, M A Mannan
has sought cooperation of
the business people and
civil society for achieving
the SDGs.

He said, "The private
sector is an important

nd Planning M A Mannan

partner of the government
for achieving the targets
of SDG by 2030 and the
government wants to
implement these targets
through the inclusive par-
ticipation of the private
sector." The chief guest
said, "The national budget
of the country was for-
eign-aid dependent in the
past but the situation has
totally changed now.
Revenue collection will
have to be increased
because around 80 per-

cent fund that will be
required for implementa-
tion of the SDGs will come
from national resources.
For this, cooperation of
the business people is
needed."

Laying emphasis on
carrying out research on
specific targets for achiev-
ing SDGs, M A Mannan
also said, "Data is needed
first in this regard. For
this, the government has
taken steps to modernize
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) and
measures have also been
taken to use the country's
public universities for the
purposes.”

Shafiul Islam
Mohiuddin said, "Public-
private partnership is
needed for implementa-
tion of SDGs. The private
sector wants to extend
cooperation but the gov-
ernment will have to cre-
ate an environment for it."

He also blamed the cor-
ruptions of government
officials and inefficiency
as the obstacles in imple-
menting the SDGs.
Debapriya Bhattacharya
stressed the need for
ensuring good gover-
nance, achieving institu-
tional capacity and cut-
ting dependence on for-
eign assistance for achiev-
ing the SDGs. He said,
"Till now, all the develop-

ment framework is gov-
ernment to government
framework. It didn't really
indicate how the private
sectors will get engage in
what level: policy making,
consulting or other possi-
ble ways like investment."

"So, we think of cre-
ation of an institutional
mechanism to consult pri-
vate sectors. The institu-
tional mechanism should
be structured-basis,
including educated fol-
low-up and other stake-
holders."

At the keynote paper
Asif Ibrahim said,
"Bangladesh is rather
doing good in the national
front, green financing and
policies of Bangladesh
Bank would need to be
aligned with the need of
the  private  sector.
Technology and innova-
tion are mostly imported
from other countries. We
need home grown tech-
nology, education, science
to be developed in this
respect.”

He also said, "For
ensuring mixed gover-
nance, shared responsibil-
ity private sector need all
related support, bureau-
cratic mindset should be
changed. It should be sup-
portive and friendly to
private sector. Regulatory
reform is the top require-
ment."
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SDG projects open up huge business
opportunities for private sector

Staff Correspondent

Private sector investors think
there are lots of business opportu-
nities in different infrastructure
and development projects under
the Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) implementing pro-
grammes of the government.

Local business leaders, entre-
preneurs, academicians and
scholars of a private think-tank
while discussing at a seminar in
the city on Sunday said private
investments with government's
support can take up the chal-
lenges of meeting the develop-
mental goals.

The seminar was jointly hosted
by Citizen's Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh and Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (MCCI) on 'Role of
Private Sector in SDG
Implementation.’

State Minister for Finance and
Planning MA Mannan and
Federation of  Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and

Industry First Vice President Md
Shafiul Islam (Mohiuddin) were
the chief and special guests at the
seminar chaired by MCCI
President Syed Nasim Manzur.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya,
Convenor, Citizen's Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh in his introduc-
tory remarks said foreign loan is
not required for implementing
SDG programmes.

He said Bangladesh achieved 82
per cent millennium development
goalswith spending it own money.

Bhattacharya said SMEs must
get support for sustainable devel-
opments and he also said, "We do
not have adequate data and no
proper research and development
works that we need to investment
under SDG indicators."

State Minister said, "Our Prime
Minister is always aware of infra-
structure development projects
and in our NEC meeting she
always monitors about progress of
ongoing projects.”

He said the government thinks
developments under SDGs and is

working on to select few projects
that would be discussed during
Chinese premier's visit to
Bangladesh this month.

He said, "We are not dependent
on foreign funds for our infra-
structure projects."

The minister said the state
owned BBS is instructed to
improve data and work on fields
where both public and private
investments may take place.

He said Bangladesh has already
met a good number of MDGs indi-
cators which are now under SDGs
at social welfare programs taken

by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

New Age Group Vice Chairman
and a former DCCI President Asif
Ibrahim in his key note speech
pointed out problems and chal-
lenges of implementing SDGs goal
in Bangladesh.

Ibrahin said land scarcity, high
population and climate changes
are challenges in achieving goals
but with adequate data availabili-
ty, green financing policies, regu-
latory reforms and public private

partnership can help to develop.

The FBCCI leader Mohiuddin
said, "We the business people are
facing various problems such as in
ports and in conflicting policies of
import duties.

He said once problems in doing
business are solved it would accel-
erate other developments and
help to achieve sustainable devel-
opment goals.

CPD Executive Director
Mustafizur Rahman said, "Data
improvement is a major problem
in identifying problems where
both the government and private
party can together work to
improve quality and develop-
ment,

Farzana Chowdhury, a member
of the Citizen's Platform for SDGs,
Abul Kashem Khan, a former
DCCI president, Akber (AL)
Hakim, managing director,
Engineering Resources, Abdus
Sattar Dulal representing
Bangladesh Protobondhi
Foundation and others also spoke
in the seminar.
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Involve private sector in SDGs: analysts

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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The government should involve the private
sector in the implementation of sustainable
development goals (SDGs), as the private
sector is the engine of economic growth,
said businesses and trade analysts yesterday.

The SDGs, a roadmap for inclusive eco-
nomic growth adopted by the United
Nations last year, are very much related to
private sector development, they said. The
private sector should also be involved in
policy formulation for the SDGs.

As per the roadmap, 17 goals will have to
beachieved by'2030.

Bangladesh's economic growth is led by
exports and the private sector, which holds an
80 percent stake in the national economy.

“The total investment outlay of the 7th
five-year plan is $407 billion, of which, the
private sector's share is 77.3 percent or $314
billion and the public sector's share is 22.7
percent or $92 billion,” said Asif Ibrahim,
vice-chairman of Newage Group, a leading
garment maker.
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Debapriya Bhattacharya, CPD distinguished fellow, speaks at a discussion on sustainable devel-
opment goals at MCCI office in Dhaka yesterday. MA Mannan, state minister for finance and
planning, and Syed Nasim Manzur, president of MCCI, were also present.

READ MORE ON B3

Involve private sector
in SDGs: analysts

FROM PAGE B1 in two important sectors so that the exports, said Shafiul Islam

Ibrahim was presenting a keynote
paper on 'the role of private sector in
implementing sustainable develop-
ment goals in Bangladesh' that was
co-organised by Citizen's Platform
for SDGs and Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
atthe latter's office in Dhaka.

To achieve the target by 2030,
gross domestic investment as a per-
centage of GDP would need to
increase from 28.97 percent to 34.4
percent; foreign direct investment
would also need 1o increase from
$2.25 billion to $9.56 billion, he
said in the paper.

“A private sector taskforce can be
established 1o place an integrated
opinion before the government,”
Ibrahim said.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, distin-
guished fellow of the Centre for
Policy Dialogue, a private think tank,
said the private sector's role is obvi-
ous in the implementation of the
SDGs.

However, it will be complex as the
roles of the private sector have not
been clearly defined in the SDG
documents.

Bangladesh has a vibrant private
sector and it is related to the issues,
like creating decent jobs, being envi-
ronmentally sustainable, corporate
social responsibility and ethical
production, he added.

Bangladesh needs authentic data

right action can be taken for the
implementation of the SDGs -- the
two important sectors are employ-
ment data and investment data, said
Bhattacharya.

Bangladesh has a lack of data of
investment in the informal sector, he
said.

The government should also spend
a remarkable amount of money on
research and development so that the
real data can be obtained to take
proper action, hesaid.

Mustafizur Rahman, executive
director of CPD, said, “The private
sector is an integrated part of the
SDGs, unlike the millennium devel-
opment goals.”

Khondaker Golam Moazzem,
additional research director of CPD,
said theimplementation of SDGsis a
global issue now.

Shaheen Anam, executive director
of Manusher Jonno Foundation, said
misunderstanding can be created
among the civil society members,
NGOs, private sector and the govern-
ment on various issues.

“We should have a common
understanding. Nothing will happen
if we do not have transparent and
accountable institutions,” Anam
said. Unless the SDGs are accepted
by the mass people, it will not be
implemented, she added.

Bangladesh's economy is highly
dependent on the private sector and

Mohiuddin, vice-president of the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry.

Remittances from migrant work-
ers are also contributing a lot to the
economy, he added.

Perennial crisis of power and gas in
the industrial units is one of the chal-
lenges to achieving the goals, he said.
“We also want to see diversification of
export products,” Mohiuddin said.

MA Mannan, state minister for
finance and planning, said the gov-
ernment will hold dialogues with the
private Sector to implement the
SDGs.

The government has a plan to
build a mega town where at least 30
million people can reside, to reduce
the burden on Dhaka city, he said.

Abul Kasem Khan, former presi-
dent of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, called for
recycling of goods, to save the envi-
ronmernt.

“Land use should be in a planned
way and land zoning is very impor-
tant for us. We need to reduce Dhaka-
centric urbanisation. We need a
public-private planning mecha-
nism,” Khan said.

“The quality of public procure-
ment is very important. We should
not hold sporadic dialogue. We need
a liveable Dhaka city,” said Syed
Nasim Manzur, president of MCCI,
‘while moderating the discussion.
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Govt urged to involve stakeholders in
strategy evolving process for SDGs

Speakers at a seminar urged the
government to involve all stakehold-
ers, specially the private sector, in
policy and strategy evolving process
to implement Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) to achieve the tar-
get, reports UNB.

They said there should be a “pub-
lic-private planning mechanism” so
that private sector could be involved
in a better way to attain the targets.of
the SDGs.

Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (MCCI) and Citi-
zen Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh
jointly organised the seminar at the
MCCI conference room. The seminar
was moderated by MCCI president
Syed Nasim Manzur.

State Minister for Finance and
Planning Abdul Mannan, who ad-
dressed the seminar as the chief
guest, welcomed the private sector’s
willingness to play a proactive role
in the implementation of SDGs.

He, however, criticised a sugges-

tion for seeking donors' financing
for private sector project, said,
“Thinking of donor financing
should be thrown out from minds.
There is no single penny from the
donors in the current budget”.

He said the government appreci-
ates donors’ willingness to help the
country. “But we're not dependent on
them. There is only 20 percent in-
wvolvement of donors in the SDG proj-
ects,” he said.

Making a presentation on “The
Role of Private Sector in Implement-
ing SDGs in Bangladesh,” Asif
Ibrahim, former president of Dhaka
chamber, said the main challenges of
SDGs are population, poverty and in-
equality, unplanned urbanisation,
energy security, insufficient water
resource management, natural dis-
aster and climate change.

In Bangladesh perspective, he
said, the challenges for implementa-
tion of SDGs are the gaps between
policies and implementation, regula-

tory constraints, lack of coordina-
tion among the government and oth-
er organisations, week governance,
inadequate infrastructures, finan-
cial constraints, and lack of research
and funding.

FBCCI senior vice president
Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin said this
has been very unfortunate that the
Prime Minister has to intervene in
resolving every issue as there is no
other person in between the PM and
the implementing agencies.

Giving latest experience, he said
businessmen had to send massage to
Prime Minister while she was stay-
ing in the USA to resolve the prob-
lems in the Chittagong port during
the recent strike.

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)
distinguish fellow Dr. Bebapriya
Bhattacharya said there is no reli-
able data on unemployment and in-
vestment in the country for which
development plan is not properly
prepared.
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Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya, a macro-economist and a Distinguished Fellow of the Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), speaks at a seminar on “Role of Private Sector in SDG Imple-

mentation,” at MCCI auditorium in the capital on Sunday.
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Pvt sector active involvement
needed to achieve SDGs

'Tribune Business Desk

Active involvement of the private
sector is imperative to achieve sus-
tainable development goals (SDGs)
in Bangladesh, civil society and
business leaders said yesterday at
an event.

But unfortunately, Bangladesh
is lagging behind in terms of engag-
ing the private sector in the SDG
attainment, they observed.

The observation was made at
a seminar on “The role of private
sector in implementing SDGs in
Bangladesh” jointly organised by
the Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries (MCCI) and
Citizen’s Platform for SDGs Bangla-
desh at MCCI.

Citing the examples of India,
Federation of Bangladesh Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (FBC-

CI) first vice-president Md Shafiul
Islam Mohiuddin sought the gov-~

ernment support to ensure proper
delivery of services to the private
sector for implementing SDGs.

Mentioning the government
services, he said, “There are many
officials who are not efficient (in
service delivery). They should not
be there”

The leader of the apex trade
body alleged that syndicates pilfer
the goods at ports because of ineffi-
ciency of the government agencies.

He said the prime minister has
the political will for the devel-
opment of the country but those
responsible for execution of her
plans need high level of efficiency.

Speakers at a seminar on ‘Role of Private Sector’ in SDG implementation. The Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and

Industries and Citizen’s Platfrom jointly organised the event

MCCI president Syed Nasim
Manzur said the government is
advising industries to go for new
technologies, but in practice, it is
discouraging them to acquire ad-
vanced technologies by  imposing
taxes.

Citizen’s Platform convener Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya who is
also a CPD distinguished fellow
said MDGs were a business of only
the government but SDGs are not a
business only of the government,
they are the affairs also of the pri-
vate sector.

He said Bangladesh is lagging
behind many countries in engaging
the private sector for the attain-

ment of the SDG goals.

“82% of MDGs financing will
come from the private sector. .So,
the private sector should be fo-
cused in achieving the SDGs. Seven
of the 17 SDGs are directly linked
with the trade, business and in-
vestment.”

UNDP deputy Country Director
for Bangladesh Sujana Pant put
emphasis on ensuring transparent
government policies.

She said taxpayers need to know
where and how their money is be-
ing spent.

In response to the deliberations,
state minister for finance and plan-
ning MA Mannan assured the leaders

COURTESY

from the private sector, officials from
think tanks and non-government or-
ganisations of giving fair role.

“You are talking about incen-
tives and support. We are already
offering incentives and support.
But the government has resource
limitation,” he said.

Former DCCI president Asif Ibra-
him presented the keynote paper at
the seminar. CPD Executive Director
Prof Mustafizur Rahman, former
DCCI president Abul Kasem Khan,
Green Delta Insurance Co Ltd Man-
aging Director Farzana Chowdhury
and Shaheen Aman of Manusher
Jonno Foundation, among others,
spoke at the event. e
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State minister for finance and planning M A Mannan speaks at a dialogue on 'Role of Private Sector in SDG
Implementation’ in the capital on Sunday.

Engage pvt sector more in
task of attaining SDGs

FE Report

The country's business
leaders and civil society
members have sought their
enhanced engagement in
the task of attaining the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and their
proper monitoring,

They have opined that
Bangladesh is lagging
behind many other coun-
tries in engaging private
sector in achieving SDGs.

They said these at a dia-
logue at the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Dhaka (MCCI) on
Sunday.

The Citizen's Platform
for SDGs, a forum of busi-
ness and civil society lead-
ers and NGO officials,

organised the dialogue titled
'Role of Privatg Sector in
SDG Implementation'.
Speaking as the chief
guest at the event, state min-
ister for finance and plan-
ning M A Mannan assured
the business leaders, private

al on how we can formulate
an efficient for mechanism
implementation of SDGs."
"You are talking about
incentives and support.
We're already offering
incentives and support. But
the government has resource

Businesses, civil society
leaders urge govt

think-tanks and non-gov-
ernmental  organisations
(NGOs) of offering a fair
role in SDG attainment.

. Describing the private
sector as the engine of
growth, he said: "We're
ready to sit with you
(regarding the matter)... You
can come up with a propos-

limitation," he said.

Highlighting the role of
private sector in national
economy, Mr Mannan
urged them not to look for
funds from donors.

The  Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) first vice-presi-

— FE Photo |
|

dent Md Safiul Islam
Mohiuddin as the special
guest, while former DCCI |
president Asif Ibrahim pre-
sented the keynote paper.
Citizen's Platform con-
venor and distinguished fel-
low of Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) Dr
Debapriya  Bhattacharya,
MCCI president Syed Nasim
Manzur, UNDP deputy coun-
try director for Bangladesh
Sujana Pant, CPD executive

director Prof Mustafizur
Rahman and additional
director Dr Khondaker

Golam Moazzem, former
DCCI president Abul Kasem
Khan, Green Delta Insurance
Co Ltd managing director |
Farzana Chowdhury, and |

""We cange

Engage pvt sector

| Continued from page 8 col. 4

Shaheen Anam of Manusher Jonno Foundation also spoke.

Mr Mohiuddin urged the government to ensure proper
delivery of services for attainment of SDGs.

"There are many officials who are not efficient (in deliv-
ering services). They should not be there," he said.

The apex trade-body leader alleged that syndicates steal
goods at ports because of inefficiency of the government
agencies.

Mr Debapriya said MDGs were a business of the gov-
ernment only. But SDGs are not a business of the govern-
ment alone, they are the affairs of private sector also.

He suggested holding more public-private sector dia-
logues to devise strategy for attainment of SDGs and their
proper monitoring.

According to him, Bangladesh is lagging behind many
countries in engaging private sector for achievement of
SDGs.

Mr Nasim Manzur said the government is advising
industries to opt for new technologies. However, in prac-
tice it is discouraging them to acquire advanced technolo-
gies by imposing taxes on the same.

He focused on the need for expansion of capital Dhaka
and commercial city Chittagong as well as enhancement of
services there to maintain investment.

Highlighting various problems in the capital, he said:
fix'Bangladeshif we fail to fix Dhaka."

The* P deputy country director emphasised ensur-
ing transparency in the government policies. She said tax-
payers need to know where and how their money is being

| spent.

rahmansrdk@gmail.com
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Public-private partnership key
to achieve SDGs: Mannan

STAFF REPORTER

State Minister for Finance and
Planning M A Mannan has
sought cooperation of the
business people and civil
society for achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), saying that the
private sector is an important
partner of the government in
this regard.

“The private sector is impor-
tant for achieving the 17
targets of SDG by 2030 and the
government wants to imple-
ment these targets through the
inclusive participation of the
private sector,” he said while
speaking at a seminar on “The
role of private sector in imple-
menting Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals in Bangladesh in
the MCCI auditorium in the
capital yesterday.

MCCI President Syed Nasim
Manzur moderated the discus-
sion while senior vice-presi-
dent of FBCCI Shafiul Islam
Mohiuddin, convener of the
Citizen Platform for imple-
mentation of SDGs Dr
Debapriya Bhattacharya, exec-
utive director of CPD Dr
Mustafizur Rahman and addi-
tional research director Dr
Khondaker Golam Moazzem
and executive director of
Manusher Jonno Foundation

‘Shahin Anam, amongwthers,
.spoke atthe seminar. - -

Former President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) Asif Ibrahim
presented the keynote paper.

M A Mannan said the
national budget of the country
was foreign-aid dependent in
the past but the situation has

2 Octulser 2016
MCCI Aud torlum, Dhaka
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Convener of the Citizens Platform for implementation of SDGs Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya speaks at a seminar on “The
role of private sector in implementing Sustainable Development Goals in Bangladesh” in the MCCI auditorium in the

capital yesterday.

totally changed now. Revenue
collection will have to be
increased because around 80
per cent fund that will be
required for implementation
of the SDGs will come from
national resources, he said
adding that for this, coopera-
tion of the business people is
needed.

Laying emphasis on carry-

, ingout research on specific
targets for achievingSDGs; he-

said data is needed first in
this regard.

For this, the government has
taken steps to modernise
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) and measures
have also been taken to use the
country’s public universities

for the purposes, he added.
Shafiul said public-private
partnership is needed for
implementation of SDGs. The
private sector wants to extend
cooperation but the govern-
ment will have to create an
environment for it, he added.
Debapriya stressed the need
for ensuring good governance,
achieving institutional capac-

ity andreutting dependence on ;

foreign assistance for achiev-
ing the SDGs. He also laid
emphasis on transparency and

accountability in public

expenditures.

Debapriya stressed the
need for data on investment
and employment generation
to understand the achieve-

ment of SDGs.

He said 82 per cent of MDGs
financing from the private
sector. So, the private sector
should be focused in achiev-
ing the SDGs.

Seven of the 17 SDGs are
directly linked with trade, busi-
ness and investment. So,
without real and effective
collaboration between the

sector, the SDGs cannot be
achieved, he said. The expec-
tation from the development
sector to implement the SDGs
is wrong, he added.

Former president of DCCI
and vice chairman of Newage
Group, Asif Ibrahim, said if 6
per cent GDP growth contin-

INDEPENDENT PHOTO

ues till 2030 a total of 1.5 crore
new jobs will be generated in
industrial sector within next
14 years.

Referring to labour force
survey he said 51.43 lakh jobs
will create in agriculture and
food processing sector, 80.70
lakhs in ready made garments
10.98 lakh in light engineering, |
2.45lakhin leather and leather '

: government and thgjgrivate .  products, 2.13 fakh in-phar-

maceuticals, and 2.04 lakh in
ICT and software sector.

He further said technology
and innovation are mostly
important from other country.

“We need home grown tech-
nology, education, science to
be developed in this respect,”
he added.
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SDGs cannot be achieved without
pvt sector part1c1pat10n dialogue

Staff Correspondent

ENTREPRENEURS and rep-
resentatives of non-govern-
ment organisations and civil
society on Sunday said that
the sustainable development
goals set by the United Na-
tions could not be achieved
without active participation
of the private sector in the
process.

Addressing a dialogue ‘on
role of private sector in SDG
implementation’, they urged
the government_to ensure
the involvement of the pri-
vate sector in all mainstream
policy level areas for the im-
plementation of SDGs.

They said that the gov-
ernment must take the lead
in living up to its pledges
to achieve the SDGs but the
private sector could help
fulfilling the government
pledges with their contribu-
tion to different fields.

Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and
Citizen's Platform for SDGs,
Bangladesh jointly organ-
ised the dialogue at the con-
ference room of the cham-
ber in Dhaka with chamber
president Syed Nasim Man-
zur in the chair.

Former Dhaka Chamber

Role of anate 5

ector in

DG Implementag_ T

Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industries and Citizen's Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh,

jointly hold a dialogue at MCCI auditorium at Matijheel in Dhaka on Sunday.

of Commerce and Industry
president Asif Ibrahim, also
Newage group of industries
vice-chairman, presented a
keynote paper, focusing on
the data base activities and
projects being implemented
in the country to achieve the
SDGs.

He said that all the activi-
ties and projects relating to
the SDGs should be shared
and made available to all
concerned to avoid overlap-

ping and duplication.
Ibrahim proposed estab-

lishment of a private sector

taskforce to put forward in-

tegrated opinions to the gov- .

ernment.

He said that with the in-
clusive role private sector
could directly help achiev-
ing the SDGs by addressing
the problems the poor face
in different contexts, effi-
ciently using the natural re-
sources and stepping up ef-

— New Age photo

forts to establish eco-design:
programmes.

Citizen's Platform for
SDGs convener Debapriya
Bhattacharya said that there
should be an accurate em-
plovment and investment
data as well as the estima-
tion of donations for work-
ing to achieve the SDGs.

He said that they would
prepare a document for the
government on the private
sector role in the implemen-

tation of the SDGs.

Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Cn'*
merce and Industry firs
vice-president Md Shafiu!
[slam highlighted the fun-
damental role of the pm-
vate sector in advancing
the SDGs and said that the
government must work oz~
removing the barriers and
ensuring business-friendly
environment.

He said that if business-
friendly environment was
ensured, the business sec-
tor -could play significan:
role in achieving the SDGs
by 2030.

State minister for fimances
and planning MA. Mannan
said that Bangladesh was o
more dependent on foreign
donations or aids to imple-

_ment national budget.

He said thHat more cd:=
logues should be he.d wi
different stakeholders
cluding private sector 10 so
out the effective wavs o =
plement the SDGs.

The United Nations ses
17 sustainable develop-
ment goals to wipe
extreme poverty, :
equality and tackle ¢
change over the next

years until 2030.
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Mannan for PPP to

achieve SDGs

Economic Reporter

State Minister for Finance and Planning M A Mannan
has sought cooperation of the business people and civil
society for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), saying that the private sector is an important
partner of the government in this regard.

"The private sector is important for achieving the 17
targets of SDG by 2030 and the government wants to
implement these targets through the inclusive participa-
tion of the private sector,” he said while speaking at a
seminar on "The role of private sector in implementing
Sustainable Development Goals in Bangladesh in the
MCCT auditorium here on Sunday.

MCCI President Syed Nasim Manzur moderated the |
discussion while senior vice-president of FBCCI Shafiul |
Islam Mohiuddin, convener of the Citizen Platform for |
implementation of SDGs Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, |
executive director of CPD Dr Mustafizur Rahman and |

additional research director Dr Khondaker Golam
Moazzem and executive director of Manusher Jonno
Foundation Shahin Anam, among others, spoke at the
seminar.

Former President of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) Asif Ibrahim presented the keynote
paper.

M A Mannan said the national budget of the country
was foreign-aid dependent in the past but the situation
has totally changed now. Revenue collection will have to
be increased because around 80 percent fund that will be
required for implementation of the SDGs will come from
national resources, he said adding that for this, coopera-
tion of the business people is needed.
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Public-private partnership to
achieve SDGs emphasised

Speakers at a seminar
urged the government to,
involve all stakeholders.
specially the private sector.
in policy and strategy
evolving process to
nnplement~  Sustainable
Developnnent Goals (SDGs)
in achieve the target. report
ageneies

They said there should be
a “"public-private planning
imechanism” so that private
sector could be involved in
a belter way to attain the
targets of the SDGs.

Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCT) and Citizen Platform

for SDGs.  Bangladesh
jointly organised the
seminar a1 the MCCI
conference room. The

seminar was moderated by
MCCI presidenit Syed Nasim
Manzur. :

MCCI President Syed
Nasim Manzur moderated
the discussion while senior
vice-president of FBCC
Shatfiul Islam Mohiuddin.
comvener of the Citizen
Platlorm for
umplementation ol SDGs Dr
Dehapriva Bhattacharya.
executive directorof CPD Dr
Musiafizur Rahman and
adaditional research director
Dr Khondaker  Gotamm
Muazzem and executive

chirector ol Manusher Jonnu -

Foundation Shahin Anam.
amnong others. spoke at the -
setal,

Former  IPresident ol
-Dhaka Chamber ol
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI} Asif.  Ibrahim
presented  the  Kevnoi
paper.

State Minister lor Finance
and Planning M A Mannan

_has. sought cooperation of

thebusiness peopleandcivil
society for achieving the

Sustainable Develapment -

Goals (SDGs), saying that
the private sector is an
important partner of the
government in this regard.

“The private sector is
important for achieving the

17 Largets of SDG by 2030-

and the government wants
to implement these targets
through the inclusive
participation of the private
sector," he said while
speaking at a seminar on
“The role of private sector in
implementing Sustainable
Development Goals in
Bangladesh in the MCCI
auditorium here today.

M A Mannan said the
national budget of the
country was foreign-aid
depetident in the-past but
the situation has totally
changed now. Revenue

collection will have to be -

increased because around
80 percent fund that will be
required for
nnplementationofthe SDGs
will come from national
resources, he said adding
that for this, cooperation of
the business people is
needed. Layingemphasison
carrying outl research on
-pecifictargets forachieving
5DGs. hesaiddataisneeded

first in this regard. For this. -

the government has taken

steps to modernize
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) and

measures have also been
taken to use the country's
nabli vt es for e
forli prosts. i nl(k‘tl_.
Making a presenlation on
“The Role of Privale Secior

in Implementing SDGs in
Bangladesh,"” Asif Ihrahim,
former president of Dhaka
chamber, said the main
challenges of SDGs are
population, poverty and

inequality, unplanned
urbanisation. energy
security, insufficient water
. resource management.
naturaldisasterandclimate-
change.

ain Bangladesh
perspective, he said. the
challenges for

implementationof SDGs are
the gaps between policies
and implementation.
regulatory constraints. lack
of coordination among the

government and other
organisations. week
governance, inadequate

infrastructures. financial
constraints, and lack of
research and funding.

FBCCI  senior vice
president Shafiul Islam
Mohiuddin said this has
been very unfortunate that
the Prime Minister has to
intervene in resolving every
issue as there is no other
person in between the PM
and the implementung
agencies.

Giving latest experience,
he said businessmen had to

-send massage to ‘Prime

Minister while she was
stayinginthe USA toresolve
the problems in the
Chittagong port during the
recent strike.

Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) distinguish fellow Dr.
Bebapriyva Bhattacharva
said there is no reliable dala
on unemployment  and
invesunent in the country
for which development plan
is not properly prepared.
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