stand for pacpies ighty

dailyobserver

Date: 24-02-2015 Page: 08, Col57 Size:23 CoFinc

GAIBANDHA DIALOGUE ON SDGs
Thrust on active participation of
all people in development work

Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Feb 23:
Speakers at a function
here on Saturday under-

scored the need for
achieving sustainable
development goals

(SDGs) by 2030 through
cordial efforts and active
participation of all sec-
tion of people in the
society.

"The main theme of the
. SDGs is that no develop-
ment works will be done
in the country keeping
anybody behind and
backward, and five pillars
of SDGs are Partner,
Peace, Prosperity, Planet
and People", they said.

They made the com-
ments while addressing a
Gaibandha Dialogue enti-
tled "Role of Well-
Protection Programmes
to implement SDGs at

Grassroots _Level" at
Radhakrishnapur of
Sadar Upazila here.

In cooperation with
SKS Foundation, the.
function was held at the
joint initiatives of Centre
for Policy Dialogue and

Oxfam in Bangladesh
while the European
Union provided the fund.

Whip of the Jatiya
Sangshad and local law-
maker Mahabub Ara
Begum Gini attended the
function and addressed it

Additional

as chief guest. and
Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue)
Tofael Hossain was pres-
ent as special guest on
behalf of Deputy
Commissioner ~ Abdul
Matin while fellow of CPD
Dr. Debprio
Bhattacharjwa presided
over the ceremony.

Fellow of CPD
Professor Mostafizur
Rahman, chief executive
of SKS Foundationn Rasel
Ahmed Liton, Acting
Country Director of
Oxfam in Bangladesh
Aparna Barma,
Programme Manager Dr.
Khalid Hossain, Executive
Chief of CPD Dr. Fahmida
Khatun addressed the
function, among others.

A PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the 17 goals of
sustainable development
was presented by senior
research fellow Towfiqul
Islam Khan.

The goals are on pover-
ty, zero hunger, good
health and well-being,
quality education, gender
equality, clean water and
sanitation, affordable and
clean energy, decent work
and economic growth,
industry innovation and
infrastructure.

The goals also intlude
reduced inequalities, sus-
tainable cities and com-
munities, responsible

L] ol . *

consumption and pro-
duction, climate action,
life below water, life on
land, peace, justice and
strong institutions, and
partnerships for the
goals.

Later, the participants
wrote down challenges of
SDGs and then, present-
ed these in the house dur-
ing the open discussion
session to solve the barri-
ers in a bid to achieve the
SDGs locally.

Whip of the Jatiya’
Sangshad Mahabub Ara
Begum Gini said
Bangladesh is moving for-
ward and showing
healthy sign of progress
in economic and social
fields including that of
SDGs.

Bangladesh has already
graduated into a develop-
ment country at the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina though it
will be turned into a mid-
dle income one by 2021
and the developed one by
2041, the whip also said.

About 150 participants

Jfrom all section of the

society including district
level officials, UNOs,
public representatives,

"political leaders, teach-

ers, social workers, cul-
tural personalities, and
journalists of print and
electronic media took
part in the dialogue.
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Skilled workforce a must

to attain

SDGs

Speakers say at CPD dialogues in Rangpur, Gaibandha

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur
Bangladesh will not be able to attain
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) without strengthening youth
development organisations and
creating jobs for the unemployed
young people, speakers said at a
dialogue on Friday.

The Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), the Nagorik Uddyog and the
Jago Foundation jointly organised the
discussion titled “Electoral pledges
and youth agenda” at a hotel in
Rangpur city.

A large number of young people
from Rangpur and other districts were
present.

Mostafizar Rahman Mostafa,
mayor of the Rangpur City
Corporation, urged the youth to
develop technical skills alongside
receiving general education,

“One type of education is not
enough for an individual to qualify in
the competitive job market,” he said,
urging the government to create jobs
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CPD

Debapriya Bhattacharya, a distinguished fellow of the CPD, speaks at a
discussion on SDG implementation in Gaibandha yesterday. Mustafizur
Rahman, extreme right, another distinguished fellow, was present.

for the unemployed youth.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, a distin-
guished fellow of the CPD, said the
proposed special economic zone in
Rangpur can create jobs for a large num-
ber of unemployed youth in the region.

Alongside government initiatives,
entrepreneurs are needed to achieve

the SDGs, he said, adding that the
SDGs cannot be attained leaving a
single individual behind.

Moloy Kishore Bhattyachariya, a
former professor of Carmichael
College in Rangpur, and Zakir
Hossain, chiet executive of the
Nagorik Uddyog, also spoke.
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projects for . -
effective delivery
of services
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present at the dialogue as the chief
guest. Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Revenue) and Gaibandha Ad-
ditional District Magistrate Md To-
fayel Hossainwas present as a special
guest.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman, a CPD
Distinguished Fellow, summarized
the key points from the discussion as’
the distinguished discussant. Dr De-
bapriya Bhattacharya, another CPD
Distinguished Fellow, chaired the di-
alogue.

Public representatives, local gov-
ernment officials, representatives of
various civil society and grassroots
organisations working in Gaibandha,
and representatives from the private
sector took part in the event.

The keynote presentation focused
on the role of and budgetary alloca-
tion for social safety net programs,
both nationally and for Gaibandha,
and why it is necessary to raise the
quality and delivery of services, par-
ticularly for marginalised groups in
the society. ®
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of community-based organizations (CBOs)
and civil society organizations (CSOs) in
democratic governance of Bangladesh.”
Theprogmmlsbeinginmimvemadby
the CPD and Oxfam, with support from
the European Union (EU). The keynote
presentation and discussions at the
dialogue were based on an ongoing study
conducted bytheCPD.
Towfiqul Islam Khan, a CPD senior
research fellow, delivered the keynote
presentation titled "The Role of Social
SafetyNethsramsinSDGDellveryat s
the Local Level”. ¢
Mahabub Ara Begum Gini, MP and whip
of the Bangladesh National Parliament, was
>B2COLUMN 6
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