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The year 2021 has been a year of resilience and excellence for the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). Despite the 
extraordinary time of challenges due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our colleagues at CPD were engaged in intense 
activities on several issues—some are ongoing and some are emerging. CPD researchers have continued to generate new 
knowledge and promote policy debates around issues which have implications for Bangladesh’s development in the times 
of the pandemic and beyond. CPD’s work centred around research, dialogue, publication and outreach. This Annual Report 
brings you some of the highlights of CPD’s activities in 2021. You are invited to visit CPD’s website for details.

As the pandemic continues to impact our economic, social and cultural lives, CPD remained engaged in analysing the 
fallouts of such an unprecedented event. While working on this, CPD scholars have not only explored its implications for the 
macroeconomic and budgetary management, but also for the important sectors and the people. Their analyses exposed 
how the pandemic could accentuate inequality and vulnerabilities of the poor people. On the basis of their findings, they 
recommended for a development approach which will not only ‘build back better’ but will also create a more equitable 
society during the post-pandemic period. One important aspect emphasised by CPD scholars while undertaking research 
is the lack of data. This was felt more during the pandemic, since access to authentic information is crucial for taking any 
appropriate health and financial measures to deal with the challenge. Hence, CPD researchers have worked on the 
importance of real time and high quality fiscal and health related data for effective policymaking during the pandemic. 

On sectoral isssues, CPD experts examined the impact of the pandemic on the labour market. They particularly looked at 
the situation of the low income groups through primary survey data. They have also looked into the usefulness of the 
stimulus packages provided to the small businesses for their survival during the pandemic. Another labour market issue 
explored by CPD scholars was the study on employment of the youth which investigated the skill mismatch of the job 
seekers. Besides these, CPD researchers worked on a host of other issues such as Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); 
Bangladesh’s smooth graduation from the least developed country (LDC) category; readymade garments (RMG); trade and 
regional   cooperation; power and energy; gender; Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR); and climate change and environment.



This year, Bangladesh has marked 50 years of its independence—an occasion not only for celebration but also for 
introspection and reflection on the impressive progress it has made and the challenges lying ahead. On this occasion, CPD 
organised a four-day-long virtual international conference this year in collaboration with the South Asia Program of 
Cornell University, USA. The conference organised by CPD aimed to deepen the understanding of Bangladesh’s 
multifaceted development over the last 50 years. Scholars from around the world discussed the country’s developments 
in different sectors—politics, economy, society and culture.

Leveraging the technological advancement, CPD professionals have made the full use of digital workspace in 2021 as they 
did in 2020 following the outbreak of the pandemic. By doing so, they remained pro-actively engaged throughout the 
year during the ‘new normal’ including the lockdown period. CPD has organised most of its dialogues virtually during this 
year, connecting every corner of the globe. 

In 2021, CPD has deepened its policy advocacy through dialogues, webinars and outreach. CPD has published six books, 
seven working papers, 14 policy briefs, 191 opinions and several comments, both nationally and globally. Moreover, CPD 
has stayed on the frontline in policy-influencing by organising numerous dialogues, media briefings, conferences and 
expert consultations in 2021. With the pace of digital revolution, CPD’s outreach over the digital media platforms has 
grown remarkably.

CPD’s accomplishments have always been due to the invaluable dedication and team spirit of all CPD members. We 
recognise the guidance of the Board of Trustees (BoT) members of CPD in implementing our activities. CPD’s highly 
motivated and committed colleagues of three divisions—Research, Dialogue, and Finance and Administration—have 
extended their endless cooperation towards fulfilling CPD’s ambitious workplan. Sincere thanks are due to our 
Distinguished Fellows Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, Professor Mustafizur Rahman, and Professor Rounaq Jahan for their 
valuable support. We also recognise the contributions of Research Director Dr Khondoker Golam Moazzem and Finance 
Director Mr M Shafiqul Islam in guiding the CPD team. 

Inspired by the commitment of our CPD colleagues and goodwill of our partners, we look forward to striving for 
strengthened policy analysis and public engagement in 2022. We would like to thank our friends and well-wishers for their 
continuous support and encouragement during our journey. We wish you a healthy and safe future. 

With warm regards,

Professor Rehman Sobhan
Chairman

Dr Fahmida Khatun
Executive Director











































































































Since its liberation war, India has been acknowledged as Bangladesh’s trusted friend, and Bangladesh 
turning 50 also marks the 50th year of Bangladesh-India friendship. This relationship, in retrospect, covers 
a wide range of aspects including trade, investment, geopolitics, education, culture, health, energy, and so 
forth. This partnership is particularly important for Bangladesh from two interconnected viewpoints—firstly, 
harnessing advantages of closer bilateral cooperation, and secondly, leveraging this cooperation to 
strengthen regional as well as global integration of the economy. However, as the future unfolds, it is 
important for us to understand the embedded challenges and to address various emerging issues through 
concrete actions by both countries considering the evolving scenario. Hence, with a view to strengthening 
the relationship and upholding the sentiment, Bangladesh needs to reimagine its policy options, and India 
can extend its utmost support in this regard.

To celebrate the ethos of Bangladesh-India partnership, a dialogue was organised on 1 December 2021, by 
the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), in collaboration with the Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), India. The dialogue underscored a number of issues important for 
strengthening the partnership between the two countries, e.g., trade cooperation, connectivity, 
development aid, water cooperation, connectivity, among others.
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