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Qualifications Ph.D. in Area Studies, Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto 
University, Japan 
Master’s in economics, Department of Economics, Dhaka University, 
Bangladesh 
Bachelor’s in economics, Department of Economics, Dhaka University, 
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Languages Bengali (Native) English (Fluent) 
Technical 
competencies  

Value chain; Business competitiveness and industries; Employment and labour 
market; Social development; Environmental compliance; Private sector 
development; LDCs and Trade  

Location Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Employment history of Dr Moazzem 

2017 to date Research Director, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)  

2012 to 2016 Additional Research Director, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) 

2003 to 2011 Research Fellow & Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) 

2009 to 2009 Visiting Fellow, Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto 
University, Japan 

1997 to 2002 Faculty Member & Lecturer, Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management 
(BIBM) 

Summary of experience of Dr Moazzem 

Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem is a prominent industrial economist in Bangladesh. He currently 
serves as the Research Director at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), a leading think tank based 
in Dhaka. With over 30 years of experience, he has published more than 80 papers, reports, and 
book chapters on diverse topics, including workers’ rights, working conditions, social safety nets, 
income tax, power and energy, environment, and Bangladesh’s readymade garment sector. 

Aside from this, Dr Moazzem has also conducted extensive research on various subjects, including 
gender equality, social justice, and environmental sustainability. He actively participates in 
various policy discussions aimed at improving labour practices and promoting the use of clean 
and renewable energy as well. Dr Moazzem is also an avid writer, contributing regularly to 
various newspapers and policy-related websites. 

In addition to this, Dr Moazzem has a strong reputation as a policymaker and collaborates 
extensively with various government committees and trade bodies. These collaborations include 
active participation in the formulation of the Industrial Policy of Bangladesh (2010 and 2016) and 
membership in the Committee on Trade Facilitation established by the Ministry of Commerce 
(MoC). He is also a member of the Eminent Group established by the External Resource Division 
(ERD) and has previously served as a member of the Advisory Board of the Accord, Bangladesh. 
Additionally, he is a member of the panel of advisors for FBCCI, the apex trade body of Bangladesh, 
and works as an advisor to the Bangladesh Technical Education Board. 
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Selected important projects led by Dr Moazzem 

Dr Khondaker Golam Moazzem is Lead Researcher for 'Initiatives on Minimum Wage' CPD in 
partnership with Berenschot, and International Labour Organisation (ILO), from 2013-
Present: as the Lead Researcher, Dr Moazzem has led multiple studies on the topic of minimum 
wage in Bangladesh. One of his works on this issue included examining the livelihood issues of 
workers in the Readymade Garments (RMG) sector of Bangladesh and identifying the scope of 
determining a minimum wage that would address their requirements. He has also conducted a 
study on wage-fixing institutions and their impacts on the garment industry of Bangladesh. 
Additionally, he has undertaken a study that came up with a definition and method for calculating 
the minimum wage based on the ILO Minimum Wage Fixing Convention. He has also conducted a 
study on the noncompliance issues regarding the minimum wage in Bangladesh. Aside from this, 
his work also included estimating a living minimum wage. The details of his work on minimum 
wage can be accessed here: https://cpd.org.bd/publications/?_sf_s=minimum%20wage  

Project Director, ‘New Dynamics of Bangladesh’s Apparels Enterprises: Perspectives on 
Upgradation, Restructuring and Compliance Assurance’, CPD in partnership with the 
Embassy of Sweden, GIZ and FES, 2016-2018: Dr Moazzem, as the Project Director, served on 
an 18-member Advisory Committee on Bangladesh's apparel industry. In this role, he 
collaborated with senior government counterparts, including the Secretary for Labour and 
Employment, leaders of trade bodies, and members of international organisations. The goal of the 
project was to guide a study into Bangladesh's RMG enterprises, exploring ways to strengthen 
their participation in the global value chain and enhance competitiveness. Dr Moazzem worked 
in collaboration with various senior government officials throughout this process. Detailed 
reports of this project can be found at http://rmg-study.cpd.org.bd/.  

Lead Researcher, ‘Advancing Labour Rights’, CPD, in partnership with the Christian Aid 
(CA), 2021-Present: As the Lead Researcher, Dr Moazzem assessed the labour rights in the RMG 
sector under the framework of UNGPs, initiated monitoring state of progress of industrial safety 
in non-RMG factories and establishments; and reviewed current state of government-led 
initiatives of reviewing the state of industrial safety in non-RMG enterprises and put forward a 
set of recommendations. Several workshops with the key stakeholders and media briefs have 
been organised in order to make the stakeholders aware of the labour and human rights practices. 
A civil society monitoring initiative were launched titled ‘Industrial Safety of Non-RMG 
Enterprises and Workers; Monitoring Transparency, Accountability and Efficiency of Public 
Actions’ on 13 January 2022, with the journalists from national dailies and TV channels and 
disseminated the initial findings of the study. Reports published through this project can be 
accessed here: https://cpd.org.bd/publications/?_sf_s=Christian%20Aid  
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Publications of Dr Moazzem  
 

A .  C L E A N  E N E R G Y  A N D  P O W E R  

Moazzem, K.G. and Hridoy, M.A. (2023) China’s Success on Renewable Energy Development: 
Learnings for Bangladesh and How It can Attract Chinese FDI 

Moazzem, K. G., Alam, R., Preoty. H. M., Hridoy. M. A. (2023). G7 Summit in 2023 – Call for Global 
Initiatives for Ending Support for Fossil Fuels and Accelerate the Transition to Renewable Energy 
in Developing Countries. Policy Brief. Centre for Policy Dialogue and TARA Climate Foundation. 
Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/g7-countries-should-take-initiatives-to-end-the-support-for-
fossil-fuels-and-accelerate-the-transition-to-renewable-energy/  

Moazzem, K. G., Preoty, H. M., and Fariha, C. (2023). Energy and Power Sector in the National 
Budget for FY2022-23. Policy Brief. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and TARA Climate 
Foundation. Available at:  https://cpd.org.bd/publication/policy-brief-2023-1-the-power-and-
energy-sector-in-the-national-budget-for-fy2022-23/  

Moazzem, K.G., Fahad, A. and Preoty, H. M. (2022). Stakeholders’ Perspectives on Key Challenges 
of the Power Sector: Level of Stakeholders’ Engagement in the Formulation of Master Plans. CPD 
Working Paper. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and Tara Climate Foundation. Available at:  
https://cpd.org.bd/publication/stakeholders-perspectives-on-key-challenges-of-the-power-
sector/  

Moazzem, K.G., Shibly, A.S.M.S.A., Preoty, H.M., (2022). State of the Power Sector in FY2021 and 
Allocative Priorities in the National Budget in FY2022. CPD Working Paper ---. Dhaka: Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/publication/state-of-the-power-sector-
in-fy2020-21/  

Moazzem, K. G., and Shibly, A. S. M. S. A., (2021). Power Sector in the 8th Five Year Plan: Reflection 
on Its Strategy and Initiatives. CPD Working Paper. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). 
Available at https://cpd.org.bd/power-sector-in-the-8th-five-year-plan/   

Moazzem, K.G. and Preoty, H. M., (2021). “Proposed Power System Master Plan (PSMP): An 
Analysis of Analytical Frame, Methodology and Factors for Demand Side Analysis”, The 
presentation is available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Presentation-on-
Proposed-PESMP.pdf  

Moazzem, K.G. and Shibly, A.S.A., (2020). The Power Sector in the National Budget for FY2020-
21: An Analysis of Allocative Priorities and Alternate Proposals. CPD Policy Brief 2020 (5). Dhaka: 
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/CPD_PolicyBrief-05-2020-The-Power-Sector-in-the-National-
Budget-for-FY2020-21.pdf 

Moazzem, K.G. and Shibly, A.S.A., (2020). ‘Abandoning Coal in Power Generation: Government 
Initiatives & Way Forward’. Presentation is available at: link: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/Presentation-on-Abandoning-Coal-in-Power-Generation-1.pdf). 

Moazzem, K.G. and Shibly, A.S.A., (2020). “Power and Energy Sector in the Upcoming 8th Five Year 
Plan: Context Analysis with regard to Its Outlook, Focus and Strategies” The presentation is 
available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Presentation-on-Reflections-of-
the-Power-Sector-in-the-8th-FYP.pdf 

Moazzem, K.G. and M. Ali (2019). Report on The Power and Energy Sector of Bangladesh: Challenges of 
Moving beyond the Transition State, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), available at: 

https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Power-and-Energy-Sector-of-
Bangladesh.pdf 

Moazzem, K. G. (forthcoming). Gap Analysis between Policy in Action Scenario and Proposed 
Scenarios in the updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) of Bangladesh for the Power 
Sector. BAPA-BEN Conference Paper.  
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Preoty, H. M and Moazzem, K.G.., (forthcoming). Supply Side Imbalance in the Power Sector of 
Bangladesh: Looking Beyond the Installed Supply Capacity. BAPA-BEN Conference Paper. 

Moazzem, K. G., Hridoy. M. A. (Forthcoming). Renewable Energy Policy 2022: A Comprehensive 
Analysis. Policy Brief 

Moazzem, K. G., Preoty, H. M., and Mallick, M. A. (Forthcoming). Renewable Energy Policy 
Landscape in Bangladesh: An Assessment of the Policy Instruments. CPD Working Paper 

Moazzem, K. G., Preoty, H. M., Hridoy, M. A., and Mallick, M. A. (Forth coming). Draft Integrated 
Energy and Power Master Plan (IEPMP): Can it address the clean energy targets? 

Moazzem, K. G., Preoty, H. M., Sadik, S. M., and Mallick, M. A. (Forthcoming). Integrated Energy 
and Power Master Plan (IEPMP) (Interim Report) Can it address the clean energy targets? CPD 
Working Paper 

Moazzem, K. G. and Fahad, A. (forthcoming). Economic and Environmental Cost Estimation of the 
LNG Import, and Revisiting the Existing Strategy of Dependence on Imported LNG. CPD Working 
Paper. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Economic-and-Environmental-Cost-Estimation-of-LNG-Import.pdf  

B. G L O B A L  V A L U E  C H A I N S ,  W O R L D  O F  W O R K ,  G E N D E R  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  

Moazzem, K. G. and Jebunnesa, (2023) ‘Industrial Safety and Work-Related Issues in the Plastic 
Sector: A Review of Policies, Laws, and Institutions,’ Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/resources/2023/06/Industrial-
Safety-in-the-Plastic-Sector.pdf  

Moazzem, K.G. and T. Ahmed., (2023) ‘Investment in ESQ compliance to be LWG certified: costs, 
benefits and way forwards for Bangladeshi tannery industry’, Centre for Policy Dialogoue (CPD) 
and The Asia Foundation. Available at: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R6Q4nhH6As-
R_MXbhXtba-EUNscLEhBT/view  

Moazzem, K.G. and Ahmed, T., (2023) ‘Emerging Concerns of Occupational Safety and Health of 
the RMG Industry: Role of Public and Private Monitoring Agencies’ Centre for Policy Dialogue 
(CPD). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/resources/2023/05/Emerging-Concerns-of-
Occupational-Safety-and-Health-of-the-RMG-Industry-Role-of-Public-and-Private-Monitoring-
Agencies.pdf 

Moazzem, K.G. and Preoty, H. M., (2022) ‘Setting Up a Factory in Bangladesh: Institutional, 
Operational and Legal Requirements in RMG, Leather, Food processing and Pharmaceutical 
Sectors,’ Centre for Policy Dialogoue (CPD) and GIZ Bangladesh. Available at: 
https://cpd.org.bd/publication/setting-up-a-factory-in-bangladesh/   

Moazzem, K. G. and Jebunnesa (2022), ‘Industrial Safety Concerning Chemical Management: 
What lessons did we learn from Chittagong ICD BLAST?’ Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). 
Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/publication/industrial-safety-concerning-chemical-
management/  

Moazzem, K.G. and Ahmed, T. (2022) ‘Verification Options Used in Public Procurement by 
Apparel Sourcing Countries Potential and Effectiveness in Bangladesh.’ Centre for Policy Dialogue 
(CPD). Summary available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Verification-
Options-Used-in-Public-Procurement-by-Apparel-Sourcing-Countries.pdf  

Moazzem, K.G., Shibly, A.S.M.S.A. & Chowdhury F.S. (2021) ‘Vulnerability, Resilience and 
Recovery in Readymade Garment (RMG) Enterprises of Bangladesh: An Assessment of Impact and 
Implications of the COVID Pandemic,’ Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and Centre for 
Entrepreneurship Development (CED). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/Vulnerability-Resilience-and-Recovery-in-Readymade-Garment-
Enterprises-of-Bangladesh.pdf 
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Moazzem, K.G and Ahmed T. (2021) ‘Recovery of the apparels sectors of Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka from the COVID-19 crisis: Is a value chain-based solution possible?’ Southern Voice. 
Available at: http://southernvoice.org/can-value-chain-based-measures-spur-the-recovery-of-
apparel-suppliers-and-workers/  

Moazzem, K.G. and A. Khandker (2021) ‘EU’s EBA & Prospect of GSP+ for Bangladesh: Addressing 
Challenges related to Labour Laws and Rights,’ Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and Network 
Matters. Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/eus-eba-prospect-of-gsp-for-bangladesh/ 

Moazzem, K. G. & Reza, M.M. (2020). Growth of Manufacturing Employment in the Changing 
Context of Trade and Trade-Related Policies. In Quest for Inclusive Growth in Bangladesh (pp. 
137–173). essay, Singapore: Springer. Available at: 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-15-7614-0_5 

Moazzem, K.G. and M.R. Ahmad. 2018. ‘Data Universe’ of Bangladesh’s RMG Enterprises: How to 
Meet the Data Gap? Policy Brief 2018 (11). Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka. Available at: 
https://bangladesh.fes.de/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf-files/13._CPD_PB-1_Data-Universe_-of-
Bangladesh_s-RMG-Enterprises-How-to-Meet-the-Data-Gap.pdf  

Moazzem, K. G. and Reza, M. M. 2018. Growth of Employment in the Manufacturing Sector. CPD 
Working Paper 118. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). Available at: 
https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/CPD-Working-Paper-118-Growth-of-
Employment-in-the-Manufacturing-Sector.pdf 

Moazzem, K. G. and Arfanuzzaman, M. 2018. Livelihood Challenges of RMG Workers: Exploring 
Scopes within the Structure of Minimum Wages and Beyond. CPD Working Paper 122. Dhaka: 
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-
content/uploads/2018/12/CPD-Working-Paper-122-Livelihood-Challenges-of-RMG-
Workers.pdf 

Moazzem, K. G. and Radia, M. A. 2018. ‘Data Universe’ of Bangladesh’s RMG Enterprises: Key 
Features and Limitations. CPD Working Paper 123. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD). 
Available at:https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CPD-Working-Paper-123-Data-
Universe%E2%80%99-of-Bangladesh%E2%80%99s-RMG-Enterprises.pdf 

Moazzem, K.G. and F. Sehrin. 2018. “Economic Upgrading in Bangladesh’s Apparel Value Chain 
during the Post-MFA Period: An Exploratory Analysis” published as book chapter in the book 
titled Strengthening the Textile and Clothing Sector in South Asia, ADB, India. 

Rahman, M. and Moazzem, K. G. 2017. “The Legacy of Rana Plaza: Improving Labour and Social 
Standards in Bangladesh’s Apparel Industry.” In Hira, A. and Benson-Rea, M. (eds.) Governing 
Corporate Social Responsibility in the Apparel Industry After Rana Plaza. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. Available at: https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/978-1-137-60179-7_3  

Moazzem, K.G. and M.I. Chowdhury. 2016 “Green growth in Bangladesh – Improving 
regulations, monitoring and enforcement in the textile sector” SANDEE Policy Brief, Number 96-
16, January 2016. Available at:  
http://www.sandeeonline.org/uploads/documents/publication/1080_PUB_Policy_Brief_96_Me
hruna.pdf 

Moazzem, K.G. and Farzana Sehrin. 2016. ‘Economic Upgrading in Bangladesh’s Apparel value 
Chain during Post-MFA Period: An Exploratory Analysis” in the South Asia Economic Journal, 
17(1), pp.73-93. Sage Publications. New Delhi. Available at: 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1391561415621824   

Moazzem, K.G., M.U Ahmed and A. Islam. 2015. Wage Fixing Institutions and Their Impacts in 
Major Garment Producing Countries: Case of Bangladesh. Paper submitted to the ILO, Geneva. 

Moazzem, K.G. and K. Rayan. 2014. Promoting of Inclusive Businesses in Bangladesh: Prospects 
and Challenges in Agribusiness. Katalyst, Dhaka. 
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Moazzem, K. G. 2014. “Transformation of the Export-oriented, Ready-made Garment Sector of 
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Moazzem, K.G. 2014. Garments Sector Transparency Initiative: Feasibility Study, Garments 
Sector Transparency Initiative, Berlin and Centre for Policy Dialogue, Dhaka. 

Moazzem, K.G., S. Raz, D. Miller, C. Schlangen and I. V. Sluijs. 2013. Estimating a Living Minimum 
Wage for the Ready Made Garment Sector in Bangladesh, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) and 
Berenschot, The Netherlands. Available at:  
https://www.onlineclothingstudy.com/2013/12/estimating-minimum-living-wage-for.html  

Bhattacharya, Debapriya and K. G. Moazzem. 2013. Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in the 
Global Value Chain (GVC): Trends, Determinants and Challenges, CPD Working Paper 104, Centre 
for Policy Dialogue (CPD). Available at: https://cpd.org.bd/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/WP-
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Moazzem, K.G. and S. Raz. 2012. Export of Brazil’s RMG related Products to Bangladesh: Scopes 
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